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Eternity Lived

intention, and our will, fixed on eternal life. But how?

Christians are called to live eternity NOW. The prayer of
Jesus in today’s gospel is clear that our lives here and now
are to be shaped and directed by the gift of eternal life.
And that means union with God. What an awesome
thought; what an awesome goal. That knowing that
Christ’s prays about is one of ultimacy and intimacy.
God’s people are to know God with such closeness that
only the word ‘union’ will do.

I think there’s help in the very thing Jesus is doing in this
gospel passage. Jesus prays for his disciples and friends,
for himself, and for all Christians of every time and
place. He prays for us. Chapter seventeen of John is by
far the longest prayer on Jesus’ lips we have. It makes
plain again that for Jesus prayer was an essential
component of being alive. This is no add-on to what he
does and says. It is part of the very breath of his life—a
necessity of living.

This is a pretty hard thought. Yes, Jesus can pray for
union with God the Father; isn’t that an obvious part of
what we understand by the incarnation? We can say that
of Jesus, but saying it of ourselves is altogether more
troublesome. We’re only human, and with our human
character go all kinds of disqualifications for union with
God. Sin, selfishness, conceit, hatred, laziness—I needn’t
go on, it’s all too plain to see. And yet we were created for
eternal life!

Somewhere Mahatma Gandhi wrote, ‘I discovered that
after a time of prayer, I was able to do a far greater
amount of work. A doctor has testified as a medical fact
that my blood pressure was lowered by it, my nerves
calmer, my mind rested and alert, my whole body in
better health. I was refreshed and ready for work, and if
previously I had been in a mood of pessimism and
despair, after I prayed I was charged with new hope and
confidence.’

‘And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent’ (John
17.3 NRSV). This intimacy of knowing is about a quality
of living that takes in the whole of a person—body, mind
and soul. Jesus prays that the discipleship we undertake
will lead to the same kind of union he himself knows with
the Father. Wow! Enjoy that kind of living right now.
When once we’ve seen our goal on the horizon nothing
else will do.

If that’s the witness of an admirer of Christ who did not
share our faith, how much more seriously should we take
it in the light of so many Christian witnesses who say the
same thing. Eternal life now means sharing the prayer of
Christ now—regularly, earnestly, and unhurriedly. It
must be as breathing to us, as it was for Jesus.

Years ago I had a running coach. He used to drum into me
continually need to keep
my eyes looking towards
the finishing tape, whether
I could see it or not. I used
to run the 400 metres so
there were corners to tackle
when the temptation was
always to look to see how
other runners were doing.
Fatal! Keep your eyes;
keep your will on the
finish. The same is
essential in discipleship: we
must keep our eyes, our

This is how we keep our eyes and wills fixed on eternal
life—by our praying. This is how we encourage each
other in running the race of discipleship; this is how we
prepare ourselves to recognize eternal verities in the
commonplace of ordinary lives; this is how we are
reminded again and again of the ways we can keep close
to Christ and let his intentions direct our living.
P.T. Forsyth once told a congregation, ‘When you reflect
after worship, “What have I done today?” say to yourself,
“I have yielded myself to take part with the Church in
Christ’s finished act of redemption, which is greater than
the making of the world.” That’s the awesome
significance both of our worship and our prayer.
There’s glory: there’s eternity lived NOW.
~ Preacher Rhetorica

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 1:6-14
Do you have to be anyone 'special' to be used by God?
Who did Jesus appear to during the 40 days after his
resurrection? Try and give an estimate of how many
people Jesus appeared to after his resurrection? Why is
Jesus resurrection so important? What did Jesus mean by
saying? ".. you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit"?
Judging from the disciples question in Acts 1:6 what was
of more importance to them - God's kingdom or their
position in it? What thoughts do you think would have
been going through the disciples mind during the incident
of Acts 1:9-11? Have you ever felt like Jesus has left you
'high and dry'? What was the condition of the disciples as
they waited for the "Promise of the father"? How can we
'wait on God' today? Word Library
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
What is something that you have wished for? If that wish
came true, was it all that you imagined? Psalm 68 begins
with a wish, what is that wish? Verse 2 strengthens that
wish and verse 3 expresses a wish for the righteous.
What is that wish? What picture do these three verses
paint? Verses 4-6 sound out a triple call to the
congregation to praise God. What are the three ways we
are called to praise God, and what reasons are given for
doing so? How is God’s mercy demonstrated in verses 710? Although the psalm talks of the power of God, it
ends with a shift in that power. According to verse 35,
who is granted power? How has God granted your
wishes and what might you wish for next?

Praying Toward Sunday
Almighty God,
by your Holy Spirit
you have made us one with your saints
in heaven and on earth:
Help us to see your presence
burning in the hearts of others;
grant that we may be united
in a fellowship of love and prayer;
give us the courage to pick up our cross
and respond to the needs of the world,
give us the stamina to follow you,
to be your hands and heart in the world;
enable us to witness to your grace and mercy.
We pray all this
through the love your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
~ Terri, RevGalBlogPals

Religious conversion is being grasped by
ultimate concern. It is other-worldly falling in
love. It is total and permanent self-surrender
without conditions, qualifications,
reservations. But it is such a surrender, not as
an act, but as a dynamic state that is prior to
and principle of subsequent acts. It is
revealed in retrospect as an under-tow of
existential consciousness, as a fated
acceptance of a vocation to holiness, as
perhaps an increasing simplicity and passivity
in prayer. It is interpreted differently in the
context of different religious traditions. For
Christians it is God's love flooding our hearts
through the Holy Spirit given to us. It is the
gift of grace...
Bernard Lonergan 1904-1984, Method in
Theology p.241 via At the Edge of Enclosure,
Suzanne Guthrie

“I am the one who makes you to love;
I am the one who makes you to long;
I am the one, the endless fulfilling
of all true desires.”
-Julian of Norwich
____3rd Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Do you tend toward worry or anxiety? Do you ever think
of it as a spiritual issue? What do you think it means to
“humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand?” How does
a realistic view of ourselves also make us aware of our
dangers and shortcomings? In verse 9, how might this
knowledge give us hope and faith? It has been suggested
that worrying is actually a consequence of pride. Do you
agree? In what kinds of situations might worry/anxiety be
proper and good? What other spiritual explanations could
exist for worrying and anxiety? How might we adjust our
spiritual perspective to deal with our worrying? What is
Peter’s simple reminder of the reason we can cast our
anxiety on God? Why is this simple fact sometimes easy
for us to forget? Faith Element
____4th Reading: John 17:1-11
To what extent is God's glory foremost in your mind on a
daily basis? Jesus makes only one request for himself—
that the Father would glorify him so that he might glorify
the Father. In what way would each one glorify the other?
Why do you think that was so important to Jesus? What
specific ministries did Jesus have toward his disciples?
Jesus asked the Father to protect his disciples from the evil
one. Why would that protection have been so important in
Jesus' mind as he faced the cross? Jesus obviously prayed
this prayer out loud to bring comfort and assurance to his
disciples. In what particular ways do Jesus' words
encourage or assure you? Quiet Time Bible Study

