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The readings this week:
◦ Isaiah 6:1-8 ◦ Psalm 29
◦ Romans 8:12-17 ◦ John 3:1-17
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Under the Folds of a Hem

”Here I am! Down here! I’m just a little thing…
powerless to do much of anything, Sir. But, I’ll go. For
you, I’ll do anything.”

The vision of Isaiah has always captivated me. It
informs my vision of God’s Heavenly Kingdom
perhaps more than anything else.

Could we ever summon such courage? Such chutzpah?

It’s grand. Regal. Sweeping.
The hem of his robe fills the temple. There’s movement
of strange and mysterious six-winged creatures. Smoke
hangs in the air, and probably the sweet smell of
incense too.
And yet, with all the power and wonder that is conjured
up in this vision, the voice of the Lord calls out…
wondering where He can get some help.
I find it disorienting that the Lord here doesn’t just
send. He doesn’t just give commands.
He asks for help. ”Who will go for me?”
I read this, and the tone that I hear is that of a plea. As if
God expects no one to answer. As if He knows already
that the only sound in response that He’s likely to hear,
is the sound of his own echo.
Now, perhaps you hear a different tone. Maybe there
was an army of sentinels ready to spring at the
opportunity. ”I’m your man, Lord!” ”Put me in,
Coach!”
But, if that were the case, I can’t imagine how the voice
of Isaiah would ring through the crowd. How small
must he have been standing there in the temple? Was he
under one of the folds of God’s robes? Hiding behind a
column? Standing outside on the portico?
And, how does he summon the courage within him to
speak up?
Such a scene would, in my estimation, be so
intimidating so as to cause most anyone to clam up.
Who even makes a peep in the presence of such power
and under the weight of such awe?
But, little Isaiah found it within himself to speak up.

Could you?
In this reading, the vision of Isaiah isn’t just regal; it’s
inspiring. Isaiah isn’t dumbstruck. He’s compelled. He’s
inwardly moved to do something for God.
We spend a lot of time in churches on what happens on
Sundays. We want it to be awesome. And dynamic. And
“real.” We want the music to come together. Perhaps we
want to capture the grandeur of God. Or, perhaps we
want to be hip.
But, whatever we do, and however we do it, what we
absolutely can’t afford to do is drown out the voice of
God calling His People into action. Nor can we drown
out the one who is inspired to answer the call, no matter
how faith their voice.
Because, when we take away the lights, and silk fabrics,
and organ pipes, and drums, and projection screens, and
silver chalices…really it’s the hem of His robe which
fills our spaces. And when we take a moment of silence,
it’s God’s voice which asks us to go for Him.
So let’s hear that voice, and let us go.
Put me in Coach.
~ Rick Morley, a garden path

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8
Has there ever been a time when God showed Himself in
a mighty way when you least expected it? What do you
think that Isaiah was thinking and feeling at this time?
What do you think is the significance of God’s robe
filling the temple? (Hint: Think of other people whose
garments had long trains, like Princess Diana’s wedding
Dress). What could a long train represent? Did Isaiah
ever describe God’s physical appearance? Do you think
that’s significant? What were the two areas that Isaiah
mentioned that felt especially sinful? Why do you think
he felt especially burdened by these? Do you think that
the method of God’s forgiveness was painful? Why do
you think God chose this method to pardon Isaiah’s sins?
What are some ways in which we give the devil a room or
place in our lives that will limit our intimacy and hinder
us from entering God’s throne room? Isaiah knew what it
was like to feel fragile because of his sin. What voices
(sins) are competing with God’s voice in your life right
now? Rock Church
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 29
As you read through the psalm, what natural phenomena
are being described? Why do you think ancient people so
closely related the natural elements to the work and voice
of God? What do we typically think of when we read the
words, “God is speaking?” What kinds of things are
happening in this psalm when God speaks? What does
God’s voice accomplish? Are all the images of nature
frightening? Why are there so many kinds of images?
Why do you think the psalmist asks God to give his
people strength and peace in verse 11? How are these
requests related to what has come before? At what times
and ways have you experienced God’s “voice” displayed
as the Psalmist describes? If we look, as the psalmist did,
at nature as being God’s “voice,” what things can we
learn about God from what he’s “saying” through the
events we’ve described? Faith Element

Meditation on the Holy Trinity, 2007, Annael (Anelie Pavlova)

Praying Toward Sunday
May blessings of the dynamically unchanging Trinity
be ours!
May the Father’s enduring love accompany us in our
lives;
may Jesus himself strengthen us to be co-builders of
his kingdom;
and may the Spirit indwell and inspire us on our
journey. Amen.
~ Steve, Third Space

Three folds of the cloth, yet only one napkin is there,
Three joints in the finger, but still only one finger fair,
Three leaves of the shamrock, yet no more than one
shamrock to wear.
Frost, snow-flake and ice, all in water their origin share,
Three Persons in God; to one God alone we make prayer.
~ Traditional Gaelic poem

As verily as God is our Father, so verily God is our
Mother; and that shewed He in all [her revelations] and
especially in these sweet words where He saith: I it am.
That is to say, I it am, the Might and the Goodness of
the Fatherhood; I it am, the Wisdom of the
Motherhood; I it am, the Light and the Grace that is all
blessed Love; I it am, the Trinity, I it am, the Unity: I
am the sovereign Goodness of all manner of things. I
am that maketh thee to love: I am that maketh thee to
long: I it am, the endless fulfilling of all true desires.
-Julian of Norwich 1342-c.1416
(early twentieth century translation)
via Suzanne Guthrie, A t the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: Romans 8:12-17
What do you think is the best part about being adopted into
the family of God? Define adoption. How is our spiritual
adoption similar to physical adoption? What are some of
the benefits of our spiritual adoption? When asked who
you are, why do many of us go to our family background,
career, accomplishments and/or failures? How can we find
our identity in Christ? Why is it critical? How do you
think the Spirit “testifies with our spirit” that we are God’s
child? As an heir, what do we inherit? How do many of us
treat the church like a restaurant? How could you treat the
church more like a family rather than a restaurant? Have
you ever cried out to God as “Abba?” Why or why not?
Bethel Church

____4th Reading: John 3:1-17
Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus “by night?” How did
he understand Jesus' telling him that he had to be "born
from above"? What do we think Jesus was calling
Nicodemus to do? (Be born of the Spirit through baptism.)
Jesus speaks of the wind in verse 8. This conversation
occurred, of course, before the crucifixion. What might our
hindsight add to the concept of the Spirit as wind in light
of Pentecost? Martin Luther is reported to have called
verse 16 "The Gospel in miniature." To what extent would
we agree with Martin Luther? Why? Why not? Lesson
Plans that Work

