
creation. This week’s gospel lesson makes it clear that when 
we keep Jesus’ word, we will be loved by God, and the 
Triune God will make a home with us. But look out! When 
Jesus and God move into the neighborhood, things change. 
The status quo gets shaken up. 
 
Christian activist Shane Claiborne, writing in The 
Irresistible Revolution, says, “The more I get to know Jesus, 
the more trouble he seems to get me into.” Yes, that’s the 
trouble with visions. They can lead to some truly 
unexpected results in strange ways by unexpected paths. 
That seems to be the pattern since the first group of disciples 
set out to share the Good News. Why should we expect 
anything different? 
 
What we can count on is that God goes with us. We need 
not be fearful or troubled. We have the promise of our 
Lord’s shalom, that ultimate sense of well-being and 
wholeness into which we live and grow and love. We have 
community and hospitality, both within the Body of Christ 
and found in surprising places, as Paul and Silas found 
community among the Gentile women worshiping on a river 
bank. 
 
So go ahead; listen and look for that vision, for that dream, 
and for that gut reaction that signifies the Spirit of God at 
work in your life. You may be forced to move out of your 
comfort zone, and you may find yourself having to think in 
new ways with decidedly different people, but that’s o.k. 
God is with you. God loves you. On that you can surely 
stake your hope and certainty, even your very life. 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

The Trouble with Visions 
 
Visions, dreams, and gut instinct are powerful forces with 
which to be reckoned. You know the drill. You have that 
nagging feeling that you ought to call an old friend. 
Finally you do, and you find out that she really needed to 
hear from you. Or, you have dream that is so clear and 
compelling that you have to act on it. These are not 
accidents or random occurrences. Sure, some go ignored 
or untested, and we may never know what God was up to, 
but when we love God and listen to the Divine presence 
in our daily lives, it’s quite clear that God is still speaking 
and is quite active among us. 
 
Things had not been going so hot for Paul and Silas in 
this week’s first reading from Acts. Luke tells us that the 
Holy Spirit had been blocking their plans to preach in 
Asia and had kept them out of Bithynia. That’s when 
Paul has a vision of a Macedonian man pleading with 
him to come and help. Immediately the two missionaries 
set sail and end up in Philippi, where they remain and 
meet Lydia and other women on the Sabbath at their 
place of prayer by the river. Lydia, a prominent 
businesswoman, and her entire household receive Paul’s 
message eagerly and are baptized. She then offers them 
hospitality. Paul’s vision leads to an unexpected turn of 
events that turned out to be just what God intended. 
 
Paul’s love for the Lord opened his ears and heart to hear 
the divine voice speaking in a nocturnal vision, and as a 
result of his obedient response, the gospel is spread in a 
powerful and profound way. In turn Paul and Silas are 
ministered to and offered hospitality by this woman of 
means and faith. 
 
What would you do with a vision like that today? Would 
you go eagerly and immediately? Would you allow God 
to lead you in a different direction? Or would you ignore 
the dream, question your hearing, and go on with life as 
usual? 
 
This is the thing about being a follower of Jesus. You 
never know where you’re going to end up next. 
Following God into this world is wholly risky holy 
business. It’s about far more than plunking one’s behind 
in a pew on any given Sunday morning. It’s about 
following God’s vision for this beautiful, broken world, 
and doing so in response to God’s amazing love for all 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 16:9-15 
 

When has it been easier for you to hear warnings about 
where not to go and what not to do? When has it been 
easier to hear positive guidance? In what different ways 
has God offered you direction in your life? Who is one of 
the most influential people in your life? What makes them 
influential and why do you choose to listen to them? 
What is the significance of Lydia being referenced as 
from the city of Thyatira and a seller of purple goods? 
She urged us, saying, “…come and stay at my home.” 
What invitation in your life are you having difficulty 
being open to? Is it from someone you do not expect? 
River Christian Church, Bible Studies That Work 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 67  

 
What connection is there between the idea of God 
blessing us and His name being made “known on earth”? 
Why should people “be glad and sing for joy”? In what 
way does the certainty of God’s judgement (justice) cause 
us to “sing for joy”? What about God’s guidance 
(sovereignty) of the nations? We’ve seen that this passage 
is an invitation to do missions. Do you think the incentive 
being provided is negative (keep people out of hell) or 
positive (invite people to be with God)? Based on your 
answer to the previous question, how should this help 
shape the way in which we not only do missions, but 
evangelize? Do you feel as passionate as the Psalmist 
does regarding the desire for God to be praised by the 
peoples of the earth? What is similar about the end of the 
Psalm and the beginning? In what ways should we have 
the assurance that God will “bless us”? What does this 
assurance cause us to do? Crosspointe Church 

____3rd Reading: Revelation 21:10, 22 - 22:5  
 

What do you consider the basic human needs? Consider 
things both tangible (like water) and intangible (like 
companionship). When you think of your own life right 
now, what are your most pressing needs? Why do you 
think most of the materials are described as precious 
stones or minerals? If John were being figurative, what 
might he be saying about the composition and appearance 
of this city? How does this city connect the faith of the 
Old Testament with the faith of the New Testament? 
Think about the basic needs you listed earlier. How are 
these needs met in the New Jerusalem? In what ways does 
this restore the earth to the way it was before Adam and 
Eve first sinned? Of the many things John saw in his 
vision, he described the things that would give hope to his 
readers. Do you think it’s harder, for those who live in 
relative plenty and safety, to appreciate John’s vision? 
How different might John’s description be if he was 
writing for today’s Western Christians? How does John’s 
description of heaven give you hope today in the midst of 
your own challenges? Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: John 14:23-29  

 
What does it mean for you to obey? In the 21st century 
and information age we can get to do almost anything we 
determine, often without consequences. Do you have 
anyone you know who demonstrates listening and doing 
what Jesus says? What do you think about Jesus wanting 
to share a home with you? Does it change the way you 
see what happens there? Would it change anything 
believing this passage? Think about a time in your life 
when you had an expectation about how God would 
answer your prayers and that expectation was not met. 
How did you handle it? What did you learn about yourself 
and about God in that experience? This passage tells us 
that the Holy Spirit is an advocate and a guide. Has there 
been a time when you have experienced the ministry of 
the Holy Spirit guiding you? Has there been a time when 
you have experienced unexplainable peace? University 
Passages 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

We all need a home, Jesus, 
a place to belong, 
to be loved even when we’re at our worst; 
 
...Thank you for being a home to all of us,  
whoever we may be. 
You came and made your home among us, Jesus 
so that you could become a home for us. 
We thank you, and pray for ourselves 
and all who need to find their way home today. 
  
Amen 

~ Sacredise 

...So often in the life of prayer, it is in retrospect that 
understanding takes place. On this journey of the soul 
you have lived in ambiguity before. And so, like the 
disciples, you might think that you can trust these 
words. And still, it seems to me that for the disciples, 
the loss of Jesus Resurrected, must have been as 
profound a loss as the one at Good Friday. 
Nevertheless, they went to the upper room together 
and devoted themselves to prayer. And waited. They 
teach us how to wait without clinging, within our own 
liminal times of unknowing. 

~ an excerpt, Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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