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Lady Liberty, Lady Justice and Lady 
Wisdom 

Lady Wisdom - Do you see her? She's at the front of 
the Memorial Day parade at a town nearby. At least 
that's how I see her. She's dressed in worn jeans and a 
favorite, comfortable shirt. And of course she wears 
hat, to shield the sun so that she can see everything as 
clearly as possible.   
 
Unlike Lady Liberty - sculpted out of copper, 
standing strong as she welcomes the poor, the tired 
and those yearning to breathe free. Lady Wisdom is 
sculpted of flesh that feels the warm breeze at the 
parade. Her feet only as secure as the muscles in her 
legs. Lady Wisdom doesn't stand at the doorway 
welcoming others - she has a voice. She calls out.  
 
Lady Wisdom is also unlike the blindfolded Lady 
justice - balanced in her stance, always judging 
righteousness.  Lady Wisdom sees, she watches, "I 
have insight" she says. Did you know that there is a 
woman beside the Creator God of the Cistene 
Chapel?  

There she is - beside God, surrounded by cherubs. Is 
that Lady Wisdom? Her flesh exposed, her hair 
golden and her eyes fixed. Fixed on the creation to 
be. Is her gaze certain? Or perhaps she's taking in 
every ounce of experience.  
 
Wisdom is said to be Knowledge + Time.  
 

Wisdom comes with scars typically. Wisdom comes 
from having lived through and in and with and 
despite. Wisdom is not clean. Wisdom digs in and 
forages for knowledge.  
 
Lady Wisdom walks beside the town's marching 
band, noticing each student. She walks beside the 
mayor's convertible and talks with his grand 
daughter.  Lady Wisdom stops at the old couple's 
house on the parade route - to shake hands? to feel 
wrinkled skin? She doesn't mind having to catch up 
with the parade.   
 
Lady Wisdom sees the boundaries around us - us 
who live in skin. She sees the young, the old, the 
sick, the well, the poor, the wealthy, the strong, the 
weak, the tired, the rested, the secure, the 
frightened. When the music has ended and the 
speeches have all been made, I imagine she slowly 
makes her way to the crossroad again.  

~  Beth Scibienski  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Stretching Toward Sunday 

 
May 22, 2016  
Trinity Sunday, Year C 
 

Meditation on the Holy Trinity, 2007 

Olivier Messiaen (1908-1992) 

http://www.bethscib.com/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
 

What wisdom might be gained in sitting still for twenty 
minutes and paying attention to our surroundings?  What 
difference does it make to speak of wisdom as something 

of the heart rather than of the head?   What might we 
learn about God, and about wisdom, "in the most public 
of places"?   Does the universe make sense to you? Where 

do you see order, and where do you see chaos?  What's 
the "proper" next step after awe?  Weekly Seeds, United 

Church of Christ 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 8  
 

When traveling, have you ever awakened and not known 
where you were? The bed is unfamiliar; the room is 
strange; you look out the window and don't recognize 
anything. What does it feel like to be disoriented?  
Browse through the psalm and note every word that refers 
to what God has created. How do these things reveal 
God's glory?  Why do you think the psalmist contrasts 
what children and infants say with what foes and avengers 
say?  What evidence do we have that God is mindful of 
us, that he cares for us?  "Ruler" and "under his feet" can 
be twisted into excuses to exploit and pillage. What is 
there in this psalm to prevent such twisting?  How does 
Psalm 8 compare with the way you view yourself?  What 
adjustments do you need to make to view yourself as God 
views you?  Some people think of themselves as "a little 
higher than the heavenly beings"; others think, "a little 
lower than the beasts of the field." In what area has Psalm 
8 corrected your self-image?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: Romans 5:1-5  
 

How do we become righteous before God? What is the 
result of standing righteous before Him? What does true 
“peace” look like according to verse 1?  What two things 
did Paul say we can rejoice in because of God’s grace? 
Which of Paul’s stated reasons for rejoicing is a little 
tougher for you to swallow? Why? How can a believer’s 
Christ like endurance of suffering offer a testimony of 
hope to others? What has helped you see God’s hand and 
feel His love during times of affliction in your life?  Out of 
the areas of suffering, perseverance, character, and hope, 
where is God working in your life right now? How is He 
working?  What incident in your life can you look back on 
and see the truth of verses 3-5?  Long Hollow Baptist Church 

 
____4th Reading: John 16:12-15  

What is the greatest power in the world?  How did the 
Holy Spirit operate in the Old Testament times, the New 
Testament times?  Can the world be reproved of sin, 
righteousness, or judgment other than by the Holy Spirit?  
Does the Holy Spirit function where there are no believers? 
i.e. in an unevangelized territory?  How does the Holy 
Spirit bear witness with our spirit that we are the children 
of God?  Why could the disciples not “bear” more at this 
time? (vs. 12)  Apostolic Christian Church 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of heaven and earth, before the foundation 
of the universe and the beginning of time, you 
are the triune God: the Author of creation, the 
eternal Word of salvation, and the life-giving 
Spirit of wisdom. Guide us to all truth by your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ 
revealed and rejoice in the glory he shared with 
us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.   
 

~ Weekly Seeds, United Church of Christ 

Ease of Mystery 
 
not that it is hard as calculus or Rubik’s Cube 
but it is easier than thinking itself 
 
not that you must own it or master it 
but it contains you within itself generously 
 
not that you can bottle it like spring water 
but you walk through it like forest mist 
 
not that you can keep it safe from adulteration 
but you let it unlock you into the mess of life 
 
not that you can doctrinize and ontologize it 
but you sing its praises in harmony and unity 
 
not that you can teach it like Cartesian philosophy 
but you look at it together like the Chicago Chagall 
 
not that it is work for you to do before or after faith 
but you climb on it like playground monkey bars 
 
not that it is hidden in a wartime cipher 
but it is the peace of this tacit knowing 
 

~ Michael Coffey, Ocotillo Pub 

The Written Stone 
(Piatra Scrisa) 

Monastery,  
Armenis, Romania  
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