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The readings this week:
◦ Acts 2:1-21 ◦ Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
◦ Romans 8:22-27 ◦ John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

Love Spoken Here
Read this week’s lesson from Acts carefully. I know. Yes,
you’ve read it many times before. You know the story.
Just humor me. Take another pass at the story and let
yourself be transported back to the first century. Imagine
you are in Jerusalem in that place with Peter and the
others. It’s a busy time, a festival, so faithful Jews from all
across the empire have converged on Jerusalem. Perhaps
you, too, have traveled there from afar and speak a
different language. You are hungry to be a part of this new
thing, to hear the latest news from the disciples of Jesus.
Suddenly the wind of the Holy Spirit fills the space. You
hear the roar as it rushes through the place. What else do
you hear? What do you see? What do you smell? What do
you feel? Everything is crazy. People come running to see
what is happening. A cacophony erupts — excited voices
speaking in many tongues. Then an amazed silence
blankets the room. The disciples begin speaking, and it’s
amazing because everyone hears it in his or her own
language! You, too, hear the message plainly, and you are
amazed. Their words make perfect sense. Is it a miracle or
is it drunkenness? Is it a holy happening and the
realization of prophecy?
Yes, it is holy, but it is also a remarkable expression of
God’s wholly encompassing, holy love for all humankind.
People heard the good news in many languages, but the
common language was love.
Fast forward to 2018 and back to reality. What languages
are spoken in your community of faith? What message are
people hearing? How do you hear the good news? Most
importantly, is the language of love infused in every song,
every sermon, every handshake and hug? Is love woven
into the fibers of ministry and the mission of all disciples?
Is love the last word in all you say and do in the name of
Jesus?
According to the Barna Group (2012 data), 51% of regular
churchgoers say their lives have been somewhat or greatly
changed by attending church, but 46% say their lives have
not changed as a result of attending church. It makes one
wonder what language the 46% of folks in the pews are
hearing. How can one hear about the wondrous love and
grace of Jesus and not be transformed by it? What gets
lost in translation?

I know I’m asking a lot of questions, but it is important for
us to re-imagine Pentecost for this day and for our time.
Sure, we recognize it as the birthday of the early church,
but the Holy Spirit didn’t remain in Jerusalem. The
message was not just for that group of folks. Indeed, the
gospel is still spreading and is spoken and proclaimed in
many languages. The Holy Spirit still blows in faster than
a summer rain squall and drenches God’s people in
possibility and hope. It’s the same Spirit–timeless yet
totally today.
This Sunday consider how the language of faith is spoken
in your context. Is the Spirit pouring over the people in a
mighty rush of renewal and reformation? Is the church
equipped to translate the message in an increasingly
pluralistic world? Are you multilingual in a way that spans
the generations, that taps into tweets, and blogs, and social
networking? Can you communicate the story in images
that are visually appealing and relevant?
Consider how the good news might be heard by the single
parent without a job and carrying a heavy load of worry.
Think about what the body-pierced teenager is or is not
hearing as she sits uncomfortably in the pew under
parental duress. What about the retired couple who has
watched their church change radically over the years?
What does the Pentecost message mean to them this year?
Yes, dear faithful ones, our church requires a facility with
language that goes far beyond Greek, Hebrew, or any
modern second language. We must be fluent in the
languages of faith and love as well.
Don’t let Pentecost just be another date on the liturgical
calendar, a festival day where red clothing, paraments, and
flowers are the big deal. The Spirit is present and
accounted for, so let that mighty wind wash over you and
all God’s people. Let the Spirit whisper in your ear in the
language you most need to hear, and trust that same Spirit
to give you the words you need to speak to those
assembled. May you be awakened to the divine will for
community in which you serve and live. My prayer for you
is the gift of fresh, bold
faithful words spoken in
love and carried on the wind
of that wonderful advocate
and Spirit of God.
~ Sharron R. Blezard,
Stewardship of Life

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 2:1-21
Why are wind and fire such powerful examples of God’s
presence? After learning a little about the Pentecost
festival, or the Festival of Weeks, why is it spiritually
significant that the Holy Spirit would arrive on this day?
Do you remember the story of the Tower of Babel? How
does the story of Pentecost relate to Babel? Who was
present in Jerusalem, and why? In light of this, why was
the day of Pentecost such a perfect time for the coming of
the Holy Spirit? The miracle at Pentecost was, above all,
a “miracle of understanding.” We don’t know if the
miracle was in the Christians’ ability to speak, or in the
people’s ability to hear. Which do you think it was? Does
it matter? Why was Joel’s prophecy so fitting for this
event? What aspects of Pentecost were foretold by Joel?
Why do you think some people refer to Pentecost as the
“birthday of the Church”? For what purpose did God
cause the “miracle of understanding” to happen at
Pentecost? How might God employ a “miracle of
understanding” today? How might God be prompting us
to expand the Gospel beyond our own social and religious
boundaries? What unexpected people might God be
calling to do this work? Faith Element

You breathe in.
You breathe out.
You breathe fire,
the making of stars,
the winds of creation.
You breathe a Word
that goes out
and lays hands on people
to heal and bless.
You breathe God in.
and God out.
You speak grace
in tongues you can’t know.
Look at us,
walking around,
glowing embers.
~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes,
Worship Words

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
How often do we view the earth as a glorious gift from
God? Does this gift come with any responsibilities? Who
ultimately has ownership over the earth, us or God? What
does the concept of stewardship imply? What does the
exclamation “May the glory of the Lord endure forever”
mean? Is creation the glory of the Lord? Do our current
policies and practices show proper appreciation to God
for creation? Is
failure to care
for creation a
sin? Good
Steward
Campaign

Praying Toward Sunday
God of power,
may the boldness of your Spirit transform us,
may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us,
and may the gifts of your Spirit equip us
to serve and worship you now and always. Amen.
~ Pastor Mary Anne Isaak, River East Mennonite
Brethren Church

____3rd Reading: Romans 8:22-27
Why would Paul describe suffering in this world as birth
pains? Describe the tensions between the already aspects
of our salvation and the not-yet aspects. What is already
true of us in Christ? What are we still waiting for? What
do the truths in these verses mean for the prosperity
gospel? Drawing on these verses, how would you talk to
someone whose faith in God gospel is undone by suffering
or evil in this life? Desiring God
____4th Reading: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Consider various words we have to describe this third
person of the Trinity (Advocate, Holy Spirit, Holy Ghost,
Comforter, wind). Which one(s) resonate for you? Why?
Jesus spoke these words to the disciples before the
crucifixion. Consider how they might have "understood"
what he was saying then – and what these words might
have meant to the disciples after Pentecost. When do we
believe we receive access to the Holy Spirit? Can you
think of a time when you felt the Spirit was praying
through you with words you would not have been able to
come up with otherwise? Lesson Plans that Work

Bethlehem was God with us,
Calvary was God for us,
and Pentecost is God in us.
~ Robert Baer

