
must hate their opponents in order to win games, a 
world in which people walk into the workplace and 
start shooting, a world in which any kind of self-
sacrifice for another is considered wimpy and silly. A 
world in which the remnants of slavery still haunt. 
 
It takes deep digging to make a difference in this kind 
of world. How will we respond to injustice, to evil, to 
violence? How will we show the love of Jesus? 
 
Jesus love picks up in the reality of living and moves 
us toward the ideal.  Love is moving beyond the 
surface and tunneling in to where the real needs and 
the real pain are. That’s where real love can take root. 
 
~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 
 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Digging for Love 
 

Demonstrating repentance and love has always been 
complicated. It was even so when Jesus said to the 
disciples: Love one another, as I have loved you. This 
is how people will know you belong to me. [John 13] 
 
When Jesus makes this statement in John’s gospel, it 
is right after Judas has been exposed and left.  In the 
gathering darkness, Jesus tells them to love one 
another. 
 
I don’t think he means “be nice to each other.”  
Though certainly they ought to be nice to each other.  
That is just too “surface” for what is about to happen. 
Jesus encourages them to dig deeply to see what kind 
of love he’s talking about. 
 
Over the next hours and days, they will see him 
arrested and they will run scared.  Over the next years 
they will fight with each other over just how open and 
inclusive they ought to be. They will struggle with 
theology and practice. They will be persecuted and 
threatened from outside. They will experience the 
same life struggles that every generation faces—
wayward children, sickness, unemployment, loss of 
faith.  They will have petty arguments and huge blow-
ups that will threaten the life of the group and the 
expansion of its ideals. 
 
Yet some of his last words to them before his 
crucifixion were:  Love each other.  Because this is 
how people will know you’re my disciples. 
 
Love has its challenges.  We’re imperfect people 
loving imperfect people.  And we and others have real 
needs—psychological needs, physical needs, needs to 
give and receive forgiveness. 
 
We can try to stay on the surface and accomplish the 
easier tasks of love, but truly, if you want to show that 
disciple kind of love, eventually you have to go deep. 
 
We live in a culture that is often at war with this 
commandment.  A world that honors deviousness and 
greed, a world in which student athletes are told they 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 11:1-18 
 

What criticism have you endured, or do you endure 
because of how you share Jesus and His message with 
love and respect? How do you respond to that criticism? 
Notice that Peter’s response wasn’t to criticize or shame 
those who were criticizing him. Rather, he continued to 
point to the movements and work of God. He told and 
shared stories of how people were being transformed. 
How can you more fully live this type of example in your 
own life? What issue(s) is more important to you than the 
gospel? Where are you in danger of digging in your heels 
because of personal preference?  Riverside Christian 
Church, Life Group Discussion 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 148 

 
This psalm is divided into two parts. Which realm is 
being instructed to praise the Lord in verses 1-6? 'Who' 
does this involve? For what reasons? Which realm is 
being instructed to praise the Lord in verses 7-14? 'Who' 
does this involve? For what reasons? What does verse 14 
mean? Why would this lead God's people to praise Him? 
Take some time to praise the Lord before moving on with 
the rest of your day. Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading: Revelation 21:1-6  
 

Does anything surprise you about this description of 
things to come? Does anything comfort you? Frighten 
you? Why was it important, to the people of John’s time, 
that the sea had disappeared? If John were retelling the 
vision for people of our times, what might he say had 
disappeared? What direction are things moving – are 
people being taken up, or is God coming to the people? 
Why does this matter? Why do you think it was important 
for John to remind the hearers that these things were 
trustworthy? What does God say about himself and why 
is this important? In verse 5, what does God say about his 
actions – is this transformation a one-time event, or 
something ongoing? Is it possible that this transformation 
is already beginning to take place? How can you see 
evidence – in your own life, and in the world around you 
– that God might already be making things new? Faith 
Element 

 
____4th Reading: John 13:31-35 

 
What are some possible reasons Jesus calls this “a new 
commandment?” What other scriptures shed light on this 
question? What does it mean, in practical terms, to love 
one another just as Jesus has loved us? Do you think the 
people in your life know that you’re Jesus’ disciple 
because of the love you show for your fellow Christians? 
Why or why not? Why do you suppose Jesus didn’t say, 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
everyone: just as I have loved you, you also are to love 
everyone. By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for everyone”? Dulin’s Grove 
Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Draw me today into fresh encounters with Jesus, O 
God. 
Make me a servant of love 
so that others may know how much You love them 
and I may know how much You love me. 
Let me not be afraid of new pastures, 
whether they be green or brown or parched. 
And as I pass through whatever the day’s valleys, 
keep my head lifted up to the mountain, 
from whence my help comes. 
Never let me forget the people Jesus welcomed… 
   the greedy and the great, 
   the bad and the good, 
   the respected and the cheats. 
Even as the world becomes more callous and chaotic, 
may I never underestimate Your capacity 
to fashion the miraculous from the monstrous, 
even to make me a choice masterpiece 
from the mire and the clay. 

 
~ Leonard Sweet, Preach the Story 

The first thing that must strike a non-Christian about a 
Christian's faith is that it is all too daring. It is too 
beautiful to be true: The mystery of being, unveiled as 
absolute love, coming down to wash the feet and the 
souls of its creatures; a love that assumes the whole 
burden of our guilt and hate, that accepts the 
accusations that shower down; the disbelief that veils 
God again when he has revealed himself; all the scorn 
and contempt that nails down his incomprehensible 
movement of self-abasement- all this absolute love 
accepts in order to excuse his creature before himself 
and before the world. It is too much of a good thing; 
nothing in the world can justify a metaphysic of that 
order, and not therefore the sign called 'Jesus of 
Nazareth', isolated, so hard to decipher, so inadequately 
supported by history. To erect so magnificent a 
structure on such flimsy foundations is to go beyond 
the bounds of reason. 

~ Hans Urs Von Balthasar 1905-1988, Love Alone pp.83-84, 
via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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