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That was Then; This is Now
Do you remember what life was like before you became
a Christian? For most Lutherans, this question may
seem like a weird one. In our tradition, infants are
baptized and incorporated into the faith community, and
decision theology is not a part of the equation. You’ll
often hear someone describe him or herself as a “cradle
Lutheran,” or Lutheran from birth.
I did not grow up Lutheran, so I do remember distinctly
my “entry point” into the Christian faith as a nervous
sixth grader looking out from a baptistery and
wondering if I really knew what this was all about.
Looking back I honestly can’t say that I understood a
whole lot more than an infant brought by her parents to
the waters of baptism. One minute I wasn’t something,
and the next minute I was–a baptized Christian and a
dripping wet disciple. It was all about God and not
about me, that’s for sure.
Even if one is not an active and regular churchgoer, the
idea of not being affiliated with a particular faith
tradition can feel foreign. I’m Lutheran, or Methodist,
or Anglican, or Catholic, or Baptist, or Presbyterian, or
however you fill in the blank–this is a way we identify
ourselves and find affiliation and belonging to the One
who is oh-so-much-bigger than us. If asked, we may
say “I go to Trinity Lutheran,” or “I attend Westminster
Presbyterian,” or “My people have always gone to St.
Stephen’s.” We are God’s people of various brands and
varieties.
Whoa! Back up a minute. Just what does it really mean
to be God’s people? How do we explain ourselves in
today’s world to people who see what we do as weird,
antiquated, or inaccessible? These are questions we
need to ask one another frequently and ponder well.
Yes, we have received mercy, and yes, we belong to
God, but now what?
When this letter was written to leaders of far-flung
Christian communities in Asia Minor, it was tough to
be a Christian. It was risky, involved bucking the
prevailing culture, and required sacrifice and
commitment. Being a Christian is still a countercultural

proposition, but thanks to freedom of religion and life
in a democracy, we Christians face more risk walking
across a busy intersection than we do warming a
church pew. More commitment is required of
Rotarians and country club members in most cases.
Sadly there is often more urgency to get home for
Sunday afternoon football than there is to share the
good news and engage in ministry.
I know. That is not the case in every community, but
sadly it is the case in too many communities. The
question for leaders and teachers today is this one:
How do we communicate the amazing gift we have
now–that we are God’s people, wrapped in mercy,
grace, and love? How do we help our communities to
see just how special we are because of God’s naming
and claiming us? I believe if we can communicate this
message effectively in a way that resonates with the
wounded yet beautiful lives of the people we serve,
then that tiny spark of recognition and joy will ignite a
true passion for evangelism–for sharing what has been
given to us through no merit of our own with every
person possible. This is the “now” in which we live.
I’ve said it before; we’re not dealing with rocket
science or quantum physics here, folks. We’re dealing
with something both much simpler and infinitely more
complex. We are dealing with the Divine, with the
Creator of all that was, is, and is to come. I don’t know
about you, but I find that to be more exciting than
anything Disney
can offer, more
comforting than
homemade mac
and cheese, and
more challenging
than a climb up
Mt. Everest. What
a wonder! What a
WAY!

~ Sharron R.
Blezard,
Stewardship of
Life

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 7:55-60
“But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all
rushed together against him.” All I can imagine here is of
a group of men putting their fingers in their ears and
vehemently going, “la-la-la-la-la-la,” as people – not just
children – do when they want to make it clear that they do
not want to hear the words, when they do not want the
ideas getting through. At what times in your life have
you done this, either physically or metaphorically? What
effect might it have had on your hearing what the Spirit is
trying to say to you? What effect might it have had on
those who were trying to speak to you? Have you ever
gone from feeling like an outsider to being part of
something greater than yourself? Is forgiveness a priority
in the church? What is the "hurt" that has formed your
identity as a community of faith? What is the story that
your church tells? What is the story that your life tells?
What makes us a distinctive people, rather than "no
people"? Sermons that Work, Weekly Seeds
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
What are the metaphors in these verses from the psalm?
Reflect on each one, and take a few minutes to draw a
picture of each. How do you, as a Christian living in the
21st century, relate to God through these metaphors?
Which speaks to you personally? Why? What metaphor
or metaphors do you prefer for your relationship with
God? Why? Sermons that Work
a radiant sanctuary
There is a secret place. A
radiant sanctuary. As real as
your own kitchen. More real
than that. Constructed of the
purest elements. Overflowing
with the ten thousand
beautiful things. Worlds
within worlds. Forests, rivers.
Velvet coverlets thrown over
featherbeds, fountains
bubbling beneath a canopy of
stars. Bountiful forests,
universal libraries. A wine
cellar offering an intoxication
so sweet you will never be
sober again. A clarity so
complete you will never again
forget.
This magnificent refuge is
inside you. Enter. … Put away
the incense and forget the incantations they
taught you. Ask no permission from the
authorities. Slip away. Close your eyes and
follow your breath to the still place that leads
to the invisible path that leads you home.
-Mirabai Starr, The Calling from the Introduction to her
translation of Teresa of Avila's The Interior Castle via At
the Edge of Enclosure, Suzanne Guthrie

Praying Toward Sunday
Risen Christ, you prepare a place for us, in
the home of the Mother-and-Father of us all.
Draw us more deeply into yourself, through
scripture read, water splashed, bread broken,
wine poured, so that when our hearts are
troubled, we will know you more completely
as the way, the truth, and the life. Amen.
~ Steven Liechty Weekly Seeds

____3rd Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
At Columbia College of Design, there are two students
who sneak into a different classroom each week. What
they leave behind is a creative surprise. They draw huge
pieces of chalkboard art, each with an inspiring quote or
image. People walk into their classroom expecting to see
the normal set-up, and are instead surprised with inspired
drawings. It’s been said these are “masterpieces” out of
nothing but chalk and that their designs are a “creative
riot.” What other kinds of “riots” of creativity have you
seen? What would it be like to walk into a space marked
by such a creative surprise? What would you wonder?
Would it be inspiring? Challenging? Distracting? Are our
experiences in the body of Christ ever marked by creative
surprises? What does that look like? How does that
connect to being “living stones”? It’s notable that these
works of art are created by simple, old-fashioned materials:
chalk, blackboard. Yet they are used to inspire, surprise
and excite a community. How do you connect this with
today’s scripture ideas of being living stones, being a
“people”? Faith Element
____4th Reading: John 14:1-14

How do we feel when we say farewell to a friend, or when
he or she says farewell to us? Someone with whom you
have been living in close community for say, two or three
years? How do you feel with the realization that you will
not hear this person’s voice on a daily basis any longer, nor
will his or her simple physical presence have a place in
your daily routine? Is this not what the disciples felt?
How would the promises Jesus makes in verses 1-4 bring
comfort to his disciples? In light of verses 5-14, why is it
crucial for our focus to be on Jesus himself? Think of a
friend who is going through a personal crisis. How could
this chapter help you to minister to that person? How can
Jesus' words help you in a personal crisis or when you
have a troubled heart? How do you, as a Christian, find
hope and celebration in endings? Quiet Time Bible Study,
Sermons that Work

