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The readings this week:
◦ Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 ◦ Psalm 1
◦ 1 John 5:9-13 ◦ John 17:6-19
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

A Cure for Intolerance
We live in an age of intolerance and extremism.
Intolerance is an infectious social disease. It has
always been prevalent and is usually spread by fear
and misunderstanding. It can infect any kind of
group and most any individual. Humorist Mark
Twain noticed it in the religious communities of his
daytime. He once said that he built a cage and put a
cat and a dog in it. After a while they learned to get
along. Then he added a bird, a goat and a pig. After
some adjustments they, too, got along. Then he
added a Baptist, a Presbyterian and a Catholic.
Soon there was nothing left alive in the cage.
The disease of intolerance is not communicated
only in religious groups. I’ve seen it infect racial
groups, economic groups and even whole nations
(where it is often cleverly disguised as patriotism).
Intolerance always fences people out. It creates one
group we call US. And the rest we call THEM.
But intolerance can be cured. Let me give an
example. An undated letter to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. can be found in the archives of The King
Center. It was written by a certain Jefferson Poland
who spoke about his grandfather. Here is an
excerpt of the letter and King’s reply:
Dear Rev. King:
This is something I think you will want to know.
A few weeks ago a man in Panama City, Florida,
one Ross Mullin, sent you a poem which criticized
prejudice. This man was my grandfather. He had
been against Jews and Negroes almost all his life.
When I had gotten thrown in jail for sit-ins, he had
been shocked and angered. Finally, after some 60odd years of hate, he grew to the point where he
wrote you that poem. I had not had time to write
him of my pride and joy before I got a telegram
telling me he is dead….

Dr. King replied:
Dear Mr. Poland,
This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
recent date. Your story was indeed moving. It is
encouraging to know that it is possible to grow and
change after a long heritage of prejudice. Certainly
your participation contributed to this growth and
understanding on the part of your grandfather….
His grandfather had been infected with the disease
of intolerance. But his grandson showed him a
different way and, to his credit, he was cured. As
Nelson Mandela said, “No one is born hating
another person because of the color of his skin, or
his background, or his religion. People must learn
to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can be
taught to love, for love comes more naturally to the
human heart than its opposite.”
There is a cure for intolerance. It requires learning a
different way. A better way. The cure for
intolerance is to recognize a fundamental truth
about humanity: there is no US and THEM. The
construct of US and THEM is entirely artificial. It
is not real. There is only WE. One world. One
people. One family. Only WE.
We can cure the disease of intolerance. We must do
it if the world
is to survive.

No us.
No them.
Just we.
~ Steve Goodier,
Life Support
System

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
How do you discover God’s will? What were the people
doing in the upper room? How many were in the
“company of persons” that Peter addressed? What two
observations does Peter make to introduce his comments
about Judas? How does Peter describe the story of
Judas’s betrayal in verse 17? What criteria were applied
to determine who would qualify as the twelfth apostle?
Who was considered? What two methods were employed
to determine the chosen apostle? Who was chosen? Why?
The early church has much to teach us about perseverance
in prayer. What are you bringing before God in
persevering prayer? What gives you the confidence to
continue? Encounter
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 1
How does the world define happiness? How do you
define happiness? How would God define happiness?
What does it mean to be “blessed”? What are some other
words that could be used to describe the blessed man in
Psalm 1? Is there a progression of sin and disobedience
being described by the Psalmist? How does a person
“delight” in the Law of the Lord? What does it mean to
meditate on God’s Law? What are the attributes that the
Psalmist ascribes to the tree? Where is it planted? What
does it yield? What is unique about its leaves? Does your
life resemble “chaff” or the “tree” planted by streams of
water? What needs to change in your life in order to be
like the tree? Based on the truth of Psalm 1, what does
ultimate happiness look like? Eagle Christian Church

“Can I get a witness?”
“What?”
“Can I get a witness?”
“Huh?
“I said…can I get a witness?”
“To what?”
“Oh for heaven’s sake! Can I get a witness to the
authenticity and validity of these words?
“Sure. I mean, I guess. They’re in the Bible, right?”
“Of course they’re in the Bible. They’re part of this
week’s gospel lesson.”
“Oh, yeah. That stuff that’s printed in the bulletin.”
“Well…?”
“Well, what? What do you want me to do about it?”
“Be a witness! Take your mission into the world and
share the good news of Jesus.”
Read more by Sharron R. Blezard at Stewardship of Life

____3rd Reading: 1 John 5:9-13
God’s testimony says two things are true. What are they?
How would you describe eternal life to someone else?
When does eternal life begin? What does John mean by,
“this testimony in our heart?” Is it possible to have the Son
and not have the life? Is it possible to think you have the
life, but don’t? How can you know that you have the Son?
What are the “things” John has written? How do they add
additional confirmation that we, in fact, have the Son?
Consider the three lines of evidence John gives: Our
obedience; Our love; The Spirit in our lives: Where do you
see these in your life? Where do you not? How should
being sure of our salvation affect the way we live? Do you
live like that? Cru
____4th Reading: John 17:6-19

Praying Toward Sunday
Holy God,
We pray that our lives would be planted near you –
that we would send our roots deep into your word and
your life,
that we would draw nourishment from you,
and that with the life you give we would in turn
provide shelter and comfort and blessing
to whoever comes under our branches.
May our delight would be in you,
in your truth, in your grace, now and forevermore.
~ an excerpt from Jeff’s Blog

Growing up, what activities were considered “worldly” or
off limits? Has your attitude changed toward any of these
activities? If so, in what ways? Throughout His prayer,
Jesus uses the term “the world” 17 times. What does He
mean by it? Twice Jesus asked the Father to protect His
disciples from the evil one. Why would such protection
have been important to Jesus as He faced the cross? Some
Christians choose to respond to the evils of the world by
having very little social contact with non-Christians. The
church and home become places of isolation. Other
Christians seek to conform whenever possible to the values,
beliefs and practices of those outside the church. Based on
Jesus’ prayer, what counsel would you have for such
Christians? Jesus indicates that the attitude we adopt
toward the world is not one of withdrawal or conformity,
but one of mission. The mission He desires of us involves
witness as well as service, evangelism as well as social
concern. In what practical ways might Jesus’ mission be
expressed more clearly in your life? North Shore Community
Baptist Church

