
wonder what in the world is going on. Where did we go 
wrong? What happened to the days when people flocked to 
worship and spent hours each week in church-related 
activities? The idea that we live in a “post-Christiandom” age 
is certainly somewhat akin to the reality of watching your 
movement die–quite literally–with its leader on an 
insurrectionist’s rough-hewn cross. Business as usual sounds 
pretty good in the shadows of these events both then and 
now. 

Yet Jesus calls us to something different. Instead of a shore 
breakfast, we gather for Holy Communion. Instead of doing 
Fishthings the way we always have done them as “church,” 
Jesus calls us to cast our nets on the other side of the boat, to 
take some risk and follow him into this new reality and a new 
way of being God’s people in the world. 

Just as Jesus asked Simon Peter three times “Do you love 
me,” so Jesus asks us to respond in love by loving others–by 
tending and feeding God’s people. He does not give us a step
-by-step manual to sure success, but asks only if we love 
him. With our response of yes, Jesus calls us to concrete 
action. Love’s action is not always glamorous, or successful, 
or even fun. It can be repetitive, disappointing, and 
unrecognized. We are called into love’s ordinary and 
everyday ways. We are called to practice love’s “austere and 
lonely” offices for the sake of the gospel. Here again the 
words of Jesus: “Do you love me?” Answer with your hands, 
your feet, and your heart, indeed with every fiber of your 
being. Amen. 
                                     ~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

 The Ways of Love 

And so we come again to the story of fishing at night, 
breakfast on the beach, and the resurrected Jesus’ rather 
odd conversation with Simon Peter about love and its 
works and ways. This is familiar ground for preachers and 
congregations Gone Fishing. The passage involves a “fish 
tale” and resurrection appearance account. Peter and the 
disciples are trying to get back to “business as usual.” 

“I am going 
fishing,” 
announces Simon 
Peter in verse 
three. Fishing was 
something Peter 
knew well; after all 
it had been his 
livelihood before 
Jesus called him to 

spend three years following, learning, and doing the work 
of ministry in this odd, new way. “Business as usual” must 
have sounded mighty good in light of all that the disciples 
had seen and experienced. Going fishing was familiar work 
that could be done by rote, by muscle memory, and by 
heritage. It was bound up in their way of being and living–
both custom and customary for Galilean men of the first 
century–and he didn’t have to ask twice to persuade the 
other disciples to join him. 

Fishing, like discipleship, is risky business. There are no 
guarantees of immediate success. The work involves 
mundane, rote activities that result in long nights and 
unfulfilled hopes. Yet maybe for the disciples there was 
comfort in simply being out in the boat, doing something 
they knew and could understand. Empty nets were part and 
parcel of this way of life and livelihood. There will be, 
however, no business as usual, no return to the ordinary, 
and no easy way out of the new reality texture background 
template knotted nylon net fishing and patterinto which 
they (and we) have been baptized. As followers of The 
Way in the 21st century, we may wish to get back to 
business as usual, forgetting our call to follow Jesus in all 
circumstances. 

We get tied up in the tangled nets of adiaphora. We look at 
our empty buildings and shrinking congregations and 
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“Do you love me?” Answer with your hands, your feet, 
and your heart, indeed with every fiber of your being.  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 9:1-6, (7-20) 
 

Has God called you to a ministry opportunity? If so, have 
you responded as we saw Philip respond or in another 
way? Who are one or two people who have had a positive 
spiritual impact on your life? Why did they have such an 
impact on you? According to Acts 9:1-2, what did Saul 
hope to achieve in Damascas? What did he achieve there? 
Saul sincerely believed that he was serving God before he 
met Jesus on the road to Damascus. How do you respond 
to someone who says, “It doesn’t matter what you believe 
as long as you are sincere? Have you ever found yourself 
thinking that you were serving God sincerely, only to 
discover that your sincerity was misplaced? Eagle 
Christian Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 30  

 
David said that he was “drawn up” from the pit, which is 
the similar language we find elsewhere spoken of water 
being drawn up from a well. How is this a picture of 
salvation? What does it mean that God’s “anger is but for 
a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime?”  C. H. 
Spurgeon, when commenting on this psalm, said; “Let us 
never forget to pray, and let us never doubt the success of 
prayer. Prayer will succeed where all else fails.” Why do 
we sometimes forget to pray? How do we break this bad 
habit? Amazingly, Psalm 30 was traditionally sung on the 
feast of first fruits, the very day Christ resurrected from 
the dead. Read though Psalm 30 in light of this 
observation. What stands out to you? Psalm 30:9 says, 
“What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the pit?” 
What if Christ never resurrected from the dead? Mars Hill  

____3rd Reading: Revelation 5:11-14  
 

Consider some of the tragedies and catastrophes that have 
happened in the last few months and years. What gives 
you hope in the midst of these things? In this part of the 
Book of Revelation, bad things are still happening on the 
earth. Where is John as he sees these things? How can 
you tell? Why is this an important place to view what is to 
come? What do you think the scroll represents? Will it be 
fearful information, or hopeful information? Why might it 
be so difficult to open, and why is important that someone 
open it? Consider the contrast between the “Lion” and the 
“Lamb.” Who is this character? Why is he represented as 
both a Lion and a Lamb? When it is learned that the 
Lamb will open the scroll, who reacts, and how do they 
react? How do you think this fantastic scene might have 
affected the original hearers, who faced intense 
persecution and betrayal every day? How is our time 
similar to that of the original hearers? How are our times 
very different? Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: John 21:1-19  

 
Peter went back to the Sea of Galilee to fish. Reflect on a 
time when life seemed crazy and you wanted to surround 
yourself with the familiar and go back to your comfort 
zone. Fishing during this time was done by using large 
nets to surround schools of fish. Once the fish were 
surrounded the fishermen would cast nets over them and 
haul them in. Jesus is asking these fishermen to cast their 
nets on the opposite side of the boat. How does this single 
act resemble faith? Take a few moments and remember a 
time when you completely failed Jesus. Why is it 
important to revisit that time and bring it before God to be 
restored? How can harboring past failures hinder future 
ministry? If there were not resurrection then Peter might 
have just gone back to being a fisherman. In what ways 
does the resurrection impact your daily life? Read John 
21:15-17. Each affirmation of love is followed by a 
command. What does a love without any action to support 
it look like versus a love that is demonstrated by action? 
Catching a lot of fish is different than tenderly caring for 
a sheep. Why is it so important to not only lead people to 
Christ (cast the net), but to help them grow in Christ (tend 
the sheep)? Ridge Point Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Remind me ten times and more 
of all that you have forgiven me - 
 

without even waiting for my sorrow, 
the very instant that I slipped and sinned. 
 

Remind me ten thousand times and more 
of your endless absolution, 
 

not even sorrow required on my part, 
so broad the bounty of your love. 
Yes, I can – I will – forgive 
as you have forgiven me. 
 

~ Edward Hays, Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim  
   via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

A soldier asked Abba Mius if God accepted repentance. 
After the old man had taught him many things he said, 
"Tell me, my dear, if your cloak is torn, do you throw it 
away?" He replied, "No, I mend it and use it again." 
The old man said to him, "If you are so careful about 
your cloak, will not God be equally careful about his 
creature?" 

~ Sayings of the Desert Fathers, trans. Benedicta Ward 
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