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A Peace of Marvel 

I’m currently reading Stanley Fish’s magnificent little 
book, How to Write a Sentence. He says that a good 
sentence is something to marvel at. Something to 
savor. 

The twenty-seventh verse of the fourteenth chapter of 
John isn’t a sentence. It’s a verse. Depending on how 
you translate it, it’s at least two sentences. Maybe 
even three. 

But, it is indeed worthy of marveling at. And 
savoring. 

Particularly now. With bombs going off. Buildings 
collapsing. Chemical weapons being deployed. Plants 
exploding. Terrorists plotting. Hurricanes to clean up 
from. School children far-too-achingly-young in the 
crosshairs. 

Oh, don’t we need something to savor? Something to 
loosen the bitter taste from the roof of our mouths? 

And what does Jesus bring? On the night before his 
death? To us today? 

Peace. His peace. 

Not the world’s peace. Jesus doesn’t bring that sort of 
thing. As if the world has ever known peace long 
enough to lick a stamp. 

No, Jesus brings the shalom of God, where 
everything is good and right. Where everything is in 
it’s place, and where there are no dark corners to 
shelter evil from the warm glow of God’s pure light. 
The kind of peace that walks on water, that stills the 
storm, and fills our jars to the brim with the finest of 
wines. The kind of peace that brings sight to the 
blind, restores hearing to the deaf, and tells the lame 
to get up and go home. 

The kind of peace that comes to a tomb and renders it 
empty. 

That kind of peace. 

Where hearts never need be troubled—for what 
could ever cause such a stir in the presence of God’s 
Shalom? 

Where there is nothing to fear. Nothing. 

The kind of peace that bombs and storms and cancer 
and injustice and terrorists and dissidents and 
lobbyists and weapons of mass destruction and dark 
hairy beasts which go bump in the night—where 
none of those things which usher in the valley of the 
shadow of death can usher in even an ounce of fear. 

Because there is no oxygen for fear to breathe. No 
room for fear to move. No water for fear to swim in. 

Because the peace of Jesus has soaked us to the 
bone, and nothing can wring it out. 

That’s what Jesus brings. To us. 

And so let us marvel. Let us savor. And let us make 
it our mission to continue his mission, and take this 
peace—which passes all understanding—to the ends 
of the earth. And to the inner chambers of our hearts. 

Because, O Jesus, do we ever need it. 

                                                      ~ Rick Morley, a garden path 
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Stretching Toward Sunday 
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http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=138
http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/2578


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 16:9-15 
 

Why do you think the Holy Spirit forbid them from 
speaking the Word in Asia? As we look down through 
history, what has the result of this been?  What do we 
know about Lydia before Paul arrived?  God has people 
everywhere who worship Him but may not really know 
who He is. To these He reveals himself usually through 
people like Paul. How could this knowledge encourage 
you in sharing the gospel with those around you?  Eagle 
Church 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 67  
 

How have you recently seen God's power being revealed 
in your nation?  What words do you notice being repeated 
throughout this passage?  Identify the blessings the Lord 
wants to bring to the nations. What does this reveal about 
how God regards the nations?  What would these 
blessings look like if they came to your own culture?  
How would these blessings affect some other nation in the 
world (say, Bosnia or South Africa)?  Quiet Time Bible 
Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: Revelation 21:10, 22 - 22:5  
 

What do you think about when you hear the word heaven?  
What in the passage suggests that the new Jerusalem is 
nothing other than the church in its final, consummated 
life?  Why do you think a city (rather than a glorious 
garden like Eden) is used to describe our final home?  
Taken together, chapters 21 and 22 describe a place of 
exquisite beauty. Yet what statements indicate that the real 
significance of the city lies in something else?  What are 
the requirements for entering the city?  Why must the 
requirements for entering the city be met during the times 
of testing we experience in this life?  As you review what 
you have learned in Revelation, what new insight do you 
have into the early Christian prayer "Come, Lord Jesus!"?  
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

 
____4th Reading: John 14:23-29  

 
How does following the commandments of Jesus help 
people to love?  How easy is it for humans to follow the 
commandments of Jesus?  Describe what it means for God 
to make a home within you.  What does that type of home 
look like?  Jesus teaches and expects those who love Jesus 
will bear fruit. In order to so, followers of Jesus need to 
stay close to his teachings and ways.   Is this a reasonable 
expectation? Why or why not?  How do the life and 
teachings of Jesus help clarify God’s word?   How might 
the disciples have felt as they listened to the words by 
Jesus?  Compare the kind of peace given by this world to 
the peace described by Jesus in John 14:27.   What would 
it be like for you to have God set up residence in your life?  
What changes would you need to make in your lifestyle to 
accommodate God?   Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Merciful God, we ask for Your blessing. 
Look with kindness on Your gathered people, 
that we might reflect Your goodness to the 
world around us. 
 
Then all of the nations will come to know Your 
ways 
and acknowledge Your saving power. 
They will praise You as we praise you now. 
For You are a God of justice and compassion, 
abundantly providing for the needs of the 
world. 
 
Bless us, O God, and make us a blessing, 
that the whole earth may come to experience 
Your abundant goodness.  Amen. 
 
~ Christine Longhurst/Canadian Foodgrains Bank   

“The advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you everything and 
remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give 
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid… ” 
 
The Gospel of John is filled with amazing depictions 
of the intimacy between God the Father and Christ. 
It’s a textbook in how intimacy works and how close 
humanity and divinity can be. And then here, in the 
midst of the Farewell discourse, we find promise that 
this modelling doesn’t finish with the earthly life of 
Jesus. The Spirit – the Advocate – will be with the 
people to teach them and remind them. 
 
And the sunshine comes in through the window and 
there’s time to chat over coffee in the afternoon. 
The Spirit of God works among us. And within us. 
Advocating to us and for us and with us. Leaving us 
with peace. 
                           ~ Valeria Skafida, Presbyterian Record 
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