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Rocks 
 
My husband loves rocks.  Not pretty rocks or unusual 
rocks or interesting rocks or semi-precious stones — just 
plain rocks.  His eyes light up when we’re driving down 
the highway and he sees a rock slide.  More than once I’ve 
had to pull over the car at a construction site to pick up 
rocks that are just going to be hauled away as fill.  He’s 
always astounded that someone was really about to trash 
them, and he’s delighted to give them a new home in our 
gardens.  Each one is placed (and often moved a couple of 
times) in just the right spot, highlighting its own shape and 
color, and focusing attention on the plants nearby.  Not 
one of the rocks is hewn into a particular shape.  Each is 
roughed up by construction equipment or smoothed by 
nature’s wind and water.  Together, these previously 
discarded, unwanted stones beautify their surroundings. 
 
 

The best thing a family of faith can do is remember that 
every single person is beautifully important to the entire 
community.  This is a recurrent theme throughout the 
letters of the New Testament.  The author of First Peter 
calls us “living stones,” to be “built into a spiritual house.”  
 
We are rocks.  Rocks with a purpose.  And that purpose 
can’t be accomplished if any rock is discarded. 
 
Every idea, old or new, is needed.  Every person, young or 
aged, is valued.  Every soul, troubled or overly-satisfied or 
whole, is treasured.  Every spirit, tired or high strung, is 
refreshed.  Every child of God is welcomed into a house 
where God’s other children wait with open arms. 
 
Together with God, they are built into something 
beautiful. 
 

~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 
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The readings this week: 
◦ Acts 7:55-60 ◦ Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
◦ 1 Peter 2:2-10 ◦ John 14:1-14  

As you step inside 
this blessing 
we wish to tell you 
it is large enough 
for you to lie down in. 
 
Or 
(though it may not look it, 
small as it is upon this page) 
you can curl up 
in this blessing 
with a cup of tea 
and a good book 
beside the window— 
here, just behind you— 
that faces east. 
 
Likewise it is true, 
though you might not have 
paused long enough 
to notice, 
that this blessing 
is big enough 
for a table— 
quite a sizeable one 
can be accommodated— 
where your guests 
will want to linger 
far into the night. 

And if they desire to stay, 
you will find that 
through this door— 
you did not see it before?
— 
there are rooms in plenty 
where they can 
lay their heads 
and stretch out with  
abandon 
in their dreaming sleep. 
 
One room, 
many rooms— 
in this blessing 
it is all the same. 
The point is that 
there is space 
enough. 
 
Enough to make 
a life, a home; 
enough to make 
a world. 
 
Enough to make 
your way toward 
the One who has made 
this way for you. 

Blessing with Many Rooms 

~ Jan Richardson, The Painted Prayerbook 

The best thing a family of faith can 
do is remember that every single 

person is beautifully important to the 
entire community. 



Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Acts 7:55-60 
 

Have you ever gone from feeling like an outsider to being 
part of something greater than yourself?  Is forgiveness a 
priority in the church?  Faced with the fury of his 
persecutors, why wasn’t Stephen afraid?  How did 
Stephen’s heavenly vision prepare him for what was to 
follow? How did God prepare Stephen for his death?  
What did Stephen say that enraged his adversaries?  Why 
was Stephen put to death? Why did Stephen’s enemies 
yell and cover their ears?  What is the "hurt" that has 
formed your identity as a community of faith?  What is 
the story that your church tells? What is the story that 
your life tells?  What makes us a distinctive people, rather 
than "no people"?  Weekly Seeds, DE Lessons 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  
 

How has God has been a rock/refuge in your life?  What 
are some times when you have turned to God? What are 
some times when you have needed God to be your rock or 
refuge? What happened? How did they feel after they 
prayed?  Google pictures of fortresses and think about 
how fortresses are designed to protect the people inside 
them. How does God protects us and so that we never 
face things on our own?  Who are some people in your 
life who may need to know that God can be their rock/
refuge/fortress?  How can you help them see that God can 
be their rock?  Next Sunday Resources ____3rd Reading:  1 Peter 2:2-10 

 
Peter’s images are collective: we are not just individuals, 
we are living stones, priests, chosen people. How can our 
congregation reflect this fact?  What do you think these 
verses teach us about personal application and/or corporate 
application, particularly our participation in our 
congregation?  How does obeying the command to love 
one another enhance witness to non-believers?  How often 
do you go through a week without reading or studying 
your Bible? Do you think you “long for the milk” of God’s 
word?  Does this passage change your sense of value in 
God’s eyes? Think about the level of enthusiasm you had 
when you first believed. Why is that level difficult to 
maintain?  Wednesday in the Word 

 
____4th Reading:  John 14:1-14  

 
What comes to mind when you think of heaven?  Does the 
thought of heaven and what waits for you there, help you 
to weather the storms of life?  How does Jesus describe his 
“Father’s house” in this passage? What does God’s house 
represent for the Christian?  When you think about the 
sacrifice that was made by Jesus giving his life on a cross 
so that you could dwell with God in heaven, how does that 
help you appreciate and look forward to heaven?  When 
Jesus talks about going away to prepare a place, what does 
he add to his promise about his return and how that will 
impact his followers?  Which disciple speaks up and 
confesses that they do not know where Jesus is going? Is 
this a legitimate question?  How are you relying on Jesus 
to be your anchor in this current storm?  Eagle Christian 
Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lord God, we give you thanks for all your gifts to 
us— 
for daily food, for health, for each breath we take, 
for freedom to choose, 
and for the gifts of your word, your power and your 
love. 
Our hearts are truly overwhelmed, O God, 
when we consider how you have entrusted so much 
to us. 
May we be worthy of that trust— 
may we be a people who are unafraid to live 
as fully and as richly as you want us to live. Amen 
 

~ Liturgy in Life, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

There is a secret place. A radiant sanctuary. As real 
as your own kitchen. More real than that. 
Constructed of the purest elements. Overflowing 
with the ten thousand beautiful things. Worlds within 
worlds. Forests, rivers. Velvet coverlets thrown over 
featherbeds, fountains bubbling beneath a canopy of 
stars. Bountiful forests, universal libraries. A wine 
cellar offering an intoxication so sweet you will 
never be sober again. A clarity so complete you will 
never again forget. 
This magnificent refuge is inside you. Enter. … Put 
away the incense and forget the incantations they 
taught you. Ask no permission from the authorities. 
Slip away. Close your eyes and follow your breath to 
the still place that leads to the invisible path that 
leads you home. 
 
~ Mirabai Starr, “The Calling” from the Introduction to 
her translation of Teresa of Avila's The Interior Castle, via 
Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 


