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You Can Hear the Wind 
 
Poor Nicodemus. It’s not just that as a leader and 
teacher of the nation, he seems thick and pedestrian. 
But at a more personal level, he comes seeking 
something, then seems clueless. 
 
This is the first of three long conversations in the 
gospel readings for this and the next two Sundays. 
Each is between Jesus and someone on a journey of 
faith. Each seems to go further in finding faith in the 
one before them. And poor Nicodemus has the 
misfortune to be the first one, the slow one. 
 
Struggling with questions can be important in helping 
us to faith, in strengthening and defining faith. Yet 
when we’re resistant or reluctant, or simply in the 
wrong place to see clearly, we can keep asking 
questions to help us avoid the real issues. 

 

When you get down to the basics, a life of faith is not 
that complicated. Matthew, Mark, and Luke say, 
“Love the Lord your God, and love your neighbor as 
yourself.” John says you simply have to be born 
again. And this is a Spirit-thing, not under our 
control. 
 
None of us is in charge of our birth. However much 
struggle and pain is involved (for the one giving 
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birth, for the one being born, for those attending the 
birth and waiting anxiously), it happens when it 
happens, and the little one being born, of necessity, 
must simply “go with the flow,” and ride the 
contractions through this passage into life. 
 
“The Spirit is like the wind,” Jesus tells us, “it blows 
where it will.” God’s Spirit works in its own way, like 
the wind, not something you can see directly. But you 
can feel the breeze on your skin, or see the trees bow 
down their heads when the wind is passing by. 
 
Perhaps we might be attentive to those movements of 
Spirit in our own lives and in those nearby. We might 
miss it if we look too quickly or too shallowly. But the 
great wind of God is moving and shaping us and the 
world in which we live. When we see with the eyes of 
faith, we’ll notice God at work, because we see that as 
individuals and as a people we have been moved. 
 
We don’t get to hear Nicodemus’ full story. We don’t 
know exactly how he resolved his questions. But later 
in the gospel (John 7:50-51), Nicodemus stands amidst 
his own community of Pharisees to speak up for Jesus 
and for just treatment. And later still (John 19:39), he 
came again to Jesus, this time in broad daylight, 
bearing precious myrrh and sandalwood to give honor 
to this Word of God.  

The wind has been blowing… 

~ Paul Bellan-Boyer, City Called Heaven  

...the great wind of God is 

moving and shaping us and 

the world in which we live.  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
http://citycalledheaven.blogspot.com/2011/03/you-can-hear-wind.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 12:1-4a 
 

If you are not a native Washingtonian, what compelled 
you to move here?  Were you led or pushed? Looking 
back, how God played a role in your relocation?  If you 
are a native Washingtonian, what circumstances might 
cause you to leave?  Why do you think God would feel 
the need to reclaim creation or start over? What does this 
reveal about the nature or character of God?  What is 
God’s direction to Abram?  How you might feel upon 
hearing this direction?  What are the main points of God’s 
promise?  If you were Abram, would these statements be 
enough for you to follow God’s command?  How do you 
think a modern family might respond to an announcement 
like Abram’s?  St. Luke’s United Methodist 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 121 

What time of day do you function best? Are you a 

“morning person” or a “night owl”?  Psalm 121 is one of 
the songs of ascent, songs likely sung by Hebrew pilgrims 
traveling up to Jerusalem for the great worship festivals. 

How would this psalm capture their mood and their 
experience together?  What dangers or threats to the 
pilgrims are mentioned? What options are available to the 

travelers for getting help and protection?  How does the 
Lord help those on this journey of faith? What form does 
God’s protection take?  What does this psalm reveal about 

God’s character and God’s ways? How does it shape your 
understanding of how God relates to you?  How have you 
experienced the Lord watching over you in the past?  

Where in your life do you feel vulnerable now or in need 
of the Lord’s protection? How can this psalm be a 
template and guide for your own prayers this week?  
Calvin Presbyterian Church 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 

Abraham was not justified by works, then do you think the 
same principle applies to you? In other words, can you be 

justified by works?  How did Abraham did receive 
righteousness?  Verse 3 uses the term “credited” 
righteousness. What do you think is significant about 

righteousness being “credited?” (Hint: Think about 
balancing your bank account.)  What is not credited as a 
gift, but rather an obligation?  What caused someone to be 

credited as righteousness?  Using only verses 4 & 5, what 
brings about one's righteousness (or justification)? 
Someone's works or someone's faith? What do verses 14 & 

15 say about people that “depend upon the law?”  What do 
you learn about the “promise” in verse 16?  What is the 
“promise” referenced in verse 16? What is one promise 

that God has fulfilled in your life?  Monday Night Bible Study 

 
____4th Reading:  John 3:1-17 

 
Why did Nicodemus visit Jesus at night?  If Nicodemus 
had been caught talking to Jesus in this way, he could have 

lost his position in the Sanhedrin and possibly worse. Why 
do you think he took the risk?  Jesus says we must be 
“born of water and Spirit,” what does that mean?  How 

does it benefit us?  How does this differ from the belief of 
many who say they are “born again?” What does the 
comparison to wind (which is the same word for spirit) and 

a born-again believer mean? What does God do to hearts in 
this condition for all who come to Him?  Jesus speaks of 
Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness, what does 

this have to do with Jesus?  Why would verses 16 & 17 
have been shocking to Nicodemus, a member of the 
Sanhedrin?  What does darkness represent? Why do people 

love it?  Redeemer Lutheran Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

across the universe 
through one immutable rend 
in heaven’s curtained sphere 
she descends upon you here 
as rising you collide 
in Jordan’s waters deep and wide 
a voice speaks, pouring through the gash 
of these ripped worlds 
and blessing claims, names and re-frames 
then she that bears you, births you 
into enforced wilderness 
and it becomes your task, your test, 
you taste the tempter’s first but not his last caress 
while angels wait 
and forty days play long 
and then, and only then, 
the time is right for gospel song.  
 
~ Jennie Gordon, Uniting Church 

Anywhere Else 

i just realized 
that in my imagination 
the wilderness is always somewhere else; 
a foreign landscape i actively have to enter 
in the act of being faithful. 
truthfully, 
the wilderness is always where i am 
right now 
and faith is the courage to stay with it 
when i’d rather pretend i am 
anywhere else.  
 

~ Cheryl Lawrie, [hold this space]  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
http://www.st.lukes.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Relationslips-Adult-Study.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
https://calvinpc.org/wp-content/uploads/sermons/2017/08/08-13-17-Where-Does-Our-Help-Come-From-PSALMS-SERMON-INSERT.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=25
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