
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 

It’s Never Too Soon to Give up Hope 
 
I don’t know many people who like to wait.  I don’t.  
When I was in the Army, I hated my last name 
“Woods”, because it left “Zulch” and me at the back of 
every alphabetical line.  It was worst on pay days.  
Abrahams, and Brown would already be in their 
bungalow sipping their Cokes from the canteen when I 
hadn’t even been paid! 
 
I like waiting even less when I have called someone to 
come and help me.  Telephone repair people seem the 
worst.  The DSL line is down, I cannot get my 
Facebook fix, and no one arrives to sort out the 
problem! 
 
I understand how Mary and Martha felt. 
 
They had called for Jesus.  He was down near the 
Jordan where John had been baptizing.  Close enough to 
get to Bethany.  Really close if your dear friend is 
dying! 
 
But Jesus, doesn’t seem too concerned. He sees a far 
bigger perspective than everyone else who is in a panic 
that Jesus hasn’t arrived.  Then suddenly, all too 
suddenly it is too late. 
 
Lazarus is dead. 
 
All human hope is now superfluous.  It is too late. 
 
Have you ever been there? I have.  Too late to fix, too 
late to call out, too late even to hope.  It’s too late. 
 
Jesus knows that Lazarus is dead.  He tells his disciples 
this brutal truth.  Only then does he decide to go to 
nearby Bethany. He arrives on the fourth day.  The day 
that is beyond all hope.  All through Scripture the third 
day is the day that God acts.  Jesus arrives on the 
hopeless day, the fourth. 
 
He bears the ire of Martha, “If you had been here, my 
brother would not have died!”  Am I the only one who 
reads a silent sub-text from Martha, “Where the hell 
were you?” 
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Jesus himself weeps at his dead friends tomb… 
 
And then he calls forth life and liberation from the 
hopeless hole, on the hopeless day, amidst a hopeless 
crowd.  He calls forth life in the midst of certain 
confirmed, putrefied and stinking death. 
 
I don’t quite know what to make of this narrative.  Year 
after year I look at it and the deep mystery of this event 
continues to cloud round me like soupy fog. 
 
All I know is that I have been hopeless before. 
 
At the back of the line, waiting and waiting.  Praying and 
praying. Willing and willing.  And then somewhere just 
after the third day I have given up.  I have resigned.  I 
have resented. It is finished. It’s too late! 
 
In the dark of failed relationships, failed programs for 
happiness, failed dreams of beauty and happy endings.  In 
the entombed hopeless reality of life’s darkness, I have 
heard an untimely voice.  A voice that called my name. 
 
Just like Lazarus, for me life and liberation came, through 
the tears of Jesus and the torment of my hopelessness. 
 
I was able to stand up, against all the odds and I 
understood the meaning of Lazarus’ name.  It means, 
“God has helped” 
 
No one else could have helped, but God has helped. On 
the fourth hopeless day, God has helped. 
 
Now untie me and let me go! 

~ Peter Woods, The Listening Hermit 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=28
https://thelisteninghermit.com/2011/04/05/its-never-too-soon-to-give-up-hope/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

On a scale of 1-10 (with 10 being high), how much hope 
do you have that God could work through you and others 
to bring people in Puyallup to Christ?   Why would God 
give Ezekiel a vision of a valley of dry human bones? 
What do these bones represent?  God asks Ezekiel if these 
bones can live. What is God trying to teach Ezekiel 
through this vision? Does Ezekiel learn anything? What 
does he learn?  God is telling Ezekiel to preach to these 
heaps of old human bones, which seems to be a ridiculous 
task. Has God ever asked you to do something ridiculous 
or impossible?  Ezekiel is to preach to those in Exile 
describing in detail the revival of these bones (flesh and 
breath restored). How might this give hope to those in 
Exile?  What is God’s stated reason that He will restore 
those in Exile? Why is this important? How can we be 
more open to the Spirit in our lives, especially when 
sharing our faith?  Link 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 130  

What does guilt feel like – how do we experience guilt in 
our emotions, in our minds, and even in our bodies?  Why 
is the psalmist’s opening image – “out of the depths” (or 
“deep water”) – so appropriate to the situation?  Explain 
what the psalmist is expressing in verse 3. Does this mean 
that God doesn’t keep track of our sins? Whether God 
keeps records or not, what is more important, according to 
verse 4? Why, according to the psalmist, does God 
forgive us?  What is the psalmist’s response to God’s 
mercy? What does it mean to wait on God’s mercy? 
Think about the image of the watchman, who eagerly 
waits for the dawn – for clarity, for safety. Why can a 
watchman wait confidently for the dawn, and why is this 
a comforting image for us as we wait on God’s mercy? 
What response does the psalmist urge from God’s people? 
What does it mean to “hope in the Lord”?  The psalmist 
was sure that God would forgive, and yet he still promises 
to wait and trust. Even when we are confident of God’s 
forgiveness, why is it important to not take that mercy for 
granted? How can this mercy change the way we treat 
others? How can it change the way we treat ourselves?  
Faith Element 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 8:6-11  
 

What has your mind been set on this week?  What have 
you focused on the most? What is Paul saying in this verse 
11? How should this encourage and motivate us to live? 
What are some ways that we “set our minds on the spirit” 
or set our minds on the flesh”?  Why can those who are “in 
the flesh” not please God? Have you experienced “life and 
peace” when you submitted to God’s Word and His Spirit? 
In what ways can you apply this text to your life and those 
in your family, church and community?  Oak Hill Church 

 
____4th Reading:  John 11:1-45  

 
What do you think Martha and Mary were thinking, as they 
waited for Jesus to arrive?  Why do you think Jesus wept? 
With whom do you identify in this story? How would it 
have felt to be in the crowd that day?  Are we afraid when 
something truly powerful, truly astonishing, happens?   
What is the Stillspeaking God saying to us today, in the 
tears of Jesus?  Weekly Seeds 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Holy God, Creator of Life, 
you call us out of our dark places, 
offering us the grace of new life. 
When we see nothing but hopelessness, 
you surprise us with the breath of your spirit. 
 
Call us out of our complacency and routines, 
set us free from our self-imposed bonds, 
and fill us with your spirit of life, compassion, and 
peace, 
In the name of Jesus, your anointed one, we pray. 
Amen. 
 

~ Nancy Gowler, Wonderings, Writings and Scribbles 

I overheard on older friend once describe my 
conversion experience in my early twenties this way: 
“She's Lazarus come out of the tomb.” In a way it 
was true, the first of a series of conversions and 
awakenings, like a hermit crab molting, leaving 
behind an exoskeleton time after time and, in 
successive increments living for something unseen 
and beyond myself. Life in Christ demands 
successive deaths and re-births. Maturing and 
growing in consciousness requires painful re-
engagements with life-cycles of re-birth, self-
sacrifice, transformation, dying, and being born 
again. 

Am I due for another molting? 

A grace of aging is knowing from experience that the 
calling forth (Lazarus, come out!) will come in its 
own time, and once you emerge from the latest tomb 
- whatever that may be - you can't go back anymore 
than you can change your mind about having a baby 
when you are in labor. I know I'm called, like 
Lazarus, to come out of my tomb, to become fully 
alive, again and again. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=28
http://3e2ed501926f1377cee6-3f5b44ce5912f961a2bb12992c77ff39.r21.cf2.rackcdn.com/uploaded/s/0e4529741_1442252491_sg-guide-can-these-dry-bones-live.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=28
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/50206719e4b03f6f4d18a86b/t/533d7973e4b099c54d485672/1396537715383/mental040614_6-14.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=28
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58640f15ebbd1ab7ab597770/t/5b9e78ed70a6ad3a54204007/1537112303772/Romans+8+Growth+Group+Guide+PDF.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=28
https://www.ucc.org/weekly_seeds_hope_against_all_hope
http://ruminari.wordpress.com/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/lent5a.html

