
Somehow that deep groove of blame in his brain needs 
damming so a new channel can form. 

I'm sorry, he says to himself. He says it again. I'm sorry. He's 
saying he's sorry to himself. Are there two selves, one self to 
say the words and another to receive them? 

He comes to himself. 

PART  2 

I will arise and go ... 

Despair, the saints say, is the worst sin. Despair is a kind of 
pride - the pride of putting yourself beyond God's mercy, that 
God's ability to love is limited. Despair makes an idol out of 
wretchedness. 

I'm no good. I was never any good. Even God has despaired 
of me. I'm slowly starving to death while the hogs fatten. I 
will die here. And, it's what I deserve. 

One aspirin is good for you. But taking a whole bottle will 
kill you. So it is with compunction. You can wallow in 
sorrow like pigs in mud, happily reveling in the smell and 
sticky filth of it. You can attach yourself to the selfish 
stinking sweetness of self-pity. After a while, though, 
compunction alone without action - repentance, contrition, 
satisfaction - will poison you. 

How does the young man know it's time to arise? Maybe he 
remembered his prayers “We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent.” Being sorry is one thing. You can stay in the lower 
barnyard feeling sorry for all eternity. But repenting requires 
action. 

When he comes to himself, the former prodigal assesses his 
situation. How many of my father's hired servants have bread 
enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger! He 
realizes his only path out of pride is through humility. He 
reevaluates his options. I will arise and go to my father, and 
I will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
treat me as one of your hired servants." The only way he can 
raise himself is through honesty. Humility and honesty help 
him stand up and take the first steps of the long journey 
home. 

So he set off … 

~ an excerpt by Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
   Read parts 3-5 at http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/lent4c.html 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

 When He Came to Himself…. 

And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine 
ate; and no one gave him anything.  ~ Luke 15:16 

Despairing, crouched near the pen of mud and excrement. 
Hungry, envying the indigestible pods and scraps fed to the 
hogs. Head-ache from thirst. Dizzy from hunger. An 
absolute dead-end. 

How did I get here? I began with a small fortune. There 
was a party. Or two. Maybe more than a few. Surely money 
in my pockets disappeared on these occasions, now that I 
think of it. More than once? Probably. Can you keep track 
of your coat when you're concentrating on the cards and 
dice? And friends, interesting, glittering friends who 
quickly moved on. Like I bored them or something. Well, 
they turned out to be the boring ones. And love. I fell in 
love - it was love that robbed me. More than one love. 
Fickle girls. They like you for a while... 

Then famine. Lots of my money went for food. For shelter. 
For cheap clothing that kept wearing out. Then, no jobs. 
Until this job - my wages a bowl of gruel a day. Because 
the guy can get away with it. Bastard. 

It's my father's fault. He shouldn't have given me the 
money. It's my brother's fault. He should have come with 
me, he's better at accounts than I am. It's the fault of my 
friends - they wanted fun and gifts - how could a generous 
guy like me refuse them? And those fickle girls, one after 
another. Girls these days don't know how to be constant. 
And now this swine-owner. It's all his fault. He has plenty 
of food in this famine, but will he share? Why won't he give 
me a better job? Why doesn't he trust me? 

The smell of the pen overwhelms him in the heat. He 
wretches. His empty insides try to escape him in dry 
heaves. 

The sacred moment. 

Through what avenue of change will grace manifest? A 
great leap of intellect? (I can't reasonably blame absolutely 
everybody). His innate sense of humor? (Look at me, I'm a 
filthy hog, rooting around in my own excrement at the 
bottom of the barnyard!). The remembered voice of his 
mother long ago wiping his tears and saying to his little boy 
self, “But darling, it's your own fault!” ? (It's my fault!). 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Joshua 5:9-12 

 
What do you think it means that God had rolled away 
Israel’s shame or reproach of their slavery in Egypt? How 
has God rolled away the shame or reproach of your sin? 
Why do you think it was important that the people 
remember the Passover? Why do you think “The manna 
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land.”? Did 
God suddenly stop providing what the Israelites needed? 
What do these verses tell us about God’s provision? What 
are some of the traditions we have today to remember 
important events that help shape our faith? Do these 
remembrances remind us of God’s provision? How does 
God continue to provide for you today? 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 32  
 

Has there been a time in your life when you knew that 
you had sinned and needed God’s forgiveness? How did 
you come to realize that you needed to repent and seek 
forgiveness from God? How many different words does 
David use for sin? Why does he use these words? How 
does David describe sin’s effect in his life? Can you relate 
to the way David felt in the midst of his sin? Who does 
David say that he has sinned against when he realizes the 
gravity of his sin? When you sin, do you realize that you 
have sinned against God? How many different words 
does David use to talk about how God deals with our sin? 
What can we learn about God through understanding how 
he deals with the issue of sin in our life? Eagle Christian 
Church 

____3rd Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
 

You can’t make a second first impression. How do you 
get past looking at someone in a purely human way? How 
are you a new creation in Christ even when you sin? How 
does struggling with sin or past guilt not affect you status 
of being a new creation in Christ? Paul uses the word 
reconciliation 5 times. Think of a relationship with a 
friend, relative, or co-worker that needs to be restored. 
What steps have to happen for an earthly relationship to 
be restored? In what ways does this restoration compare 
to being restored to God? How and when should 
someone’s life change after they become a Christian? 
What role does Christian community have in changing 
someone’s life? Do you think of yourself as being the 
righteousness of God? Why or why not? Life Group 
Questions 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  

 
What unvoiced question or concern prompted Jesus’ 
telling of these three stories? We usually come down hard 
on the Pharisees, but is there anything valid about their 
concerns? Many of Jesus’ parables have an unusual twist. 
What things are unusual in the first two parables (verses 3
-10)? If Jesus had simply ended with these two parables, 
how would you summarize his response to the Pharisees’ 
concern? What is different about the thing/person that is 
lost? What is different about the person who is searching? 
In the first two stories, would there be a character like the 
older brother? Why would this last story speak more to 
the Pharisees’ concerns than the first two parables? Why, 
then, do you think Jesus would have told those parables 
first? Is there anything valid about the older brother’s 
concerns? Where would the Pharisees find themselves in 
the story? Considering this, why is it significant that Jesus 
chose to leave the story with an ambiguous ending? Each 
of us can likely find ourselves in each of the characters. 
Have you had times when you could identify with the 
Lost Son? The Father? The Older Son? The Pharisees? 
Faith Element 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

O God, who makes all things new, 
new stars, new dust, new life; 
take my heart, 
every hardened edge and measured beat, 
and create something new in me. 
I need your newness, God, 
the rough parts of me made smooth; 
the stagnant, stirred; 
the stuck, freed; 
the unkind, forgiven. 
And then, by the power of your Spirit, 
I need to be turned toward Love again. Amen. 

 
~ Pamela C. Hawkins, The Awkward Season: Prayers for 

Lent, posted on Prayer and Creeds 

It is important at least to tell from time to time the 
secret of who we truly and fully are—even if we tell it 
only to ourselves—because otherwise we run the risk 
of losing track of who we truly and fully are and little 

by little come to accept instead the highly edited 
version which we put forth in hope that the world will 

find it more acceptable than the real thing. 
 

~ Frederick Buechner, Telling Secrets  
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