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Of Spit, Mud, and Miracles 
 

Could it really be 
that simple?  
Jesus gives sight 
to a man blind 
from birth with 
just a little spit, 
some ordinary 
dirt, and a few 
words? It seems 
so improbable. In 
fact, the religious 
leaders, the 

disciples, and the man’s parents have real problems with 
the whole scenario. But not the man, who can now see 
clearly. He believes and worships Jesus. It seems to me 
that everybody but Jesus and the unnamed-but-now-
sighted man misses the forest for the trees, so to speak, 
about this miracle. 
 
It starts with a question of sin. Whose fault is it, ask the 
disciples, that this poor man is blind? There has to be 
someone to blame. Of course they’re asking the wrong 
question. It’s not about fault at all, but w00tdew00t 
ccabout God’s divine love, mercy, and grace. It’s about 
how Jesus is able to take our messes, our hurts, and our 
deficiencies, and using the most improbable methods he 
can make us whole and fit us for the work of discipleship 
and worship. 
 
The religious leaders and authorities don’t believe that 
such a miracle could have occurred. Who heals a 
certifiable blind beggar using spit, dirt, and a few words? 
Why, that’s plain crazy and completely out of order. Only 
the God of Abraham is equipped to heal–not some 
renegade rabbi claiming to be God’s son. Even the man’s 
parents refuse to take a clear stand for fear they’ll be put 
out of the synagogue. 
 
Today, 200 years later, Jesus is still in the business of 
miracles. He takes us, ordinary sinful, yet named and 
claimed disciples, and through water, word, bread, and 
wine equips us to be his people. He takes our humble gifts 
and multiples our meager offerings in ways that can’t be 
explained rationally. 
 
Think about it. How can a small congregation band 
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together to raise thousands of dollars to fight malaria or feed 
the hungry? How can a few committed Christians stand in 
the breach to bring about real change and hope to their 
sisters and brothers in despair? How can a few folks rally 
around a family facing a life-threatening illness and blanket 
them with love, prayers, meals, help, and comfort for each 
step of the journey? How does one chaplain help hundreds 
of prisoners experience God’s love, and how do a few 
students feed a huge homeless population through meager 
means and limited resources? Such miracles of hopeful 
grace happen every day when Jesus opens our eyes, blinded 
by fear, to get a glimpse of his glory. 
 
Not sure it can work in your context? Do you fear nothing 
can open the eyes of your sisters and brothers to see the real 
presence of Christ in your midst? Why not step out in “blind 

faith” and give it a try? If Jesus can give sight to the 
sightless using only a little spit and mud, imagine the 
miracle he can work with your humble gifts. Don’t wait 

until you’re ready or have a successful stewardship drive. 
Wash the mud and spit 
from your eyes and 

experience the miracle of 
real vision. 

~  Sharron R. Blezard, 

Stewardship of Life 

 
Keep us from our self-imposed blindness, Jesus; 

hold our heads firmly in your grasp  
so we cannot look away 

from those who are broken; 
pull us forward so that we cannot avoid 
encountering those who are suffering; 

break our hearts, so that we cannot resist 
the tears of those who grieve; 

  
Help us, Jesus, to be always seeing; 
and seeing, help us to find a way 

to act in mercy toward the hurting, 
to act in defiance of the corrupt, 

and to act in hope for the healing of our world. 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=27
https://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2014/03/of-spit-mud-and-miracles/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

What is the worst job you’ve ever had? What made it so 
bad?  Did you enjoy telling people what you did during 
that time? Why or why not?  Do you agree that most of us 
find our value in what our role or career is? What kinds of 
things in our culture make us define ourselves that way?  
What is Samuel mourning at the start of this passage?  
Why and when did God reject Saul?  What does verse 7 
suggest about the qualities God counts as most important 
for His servants?  What does it mean that God “looks at 
the heart” of the individual?  How does the fact that God 
looks at the heart counter the lie that “I am what I do”?  If 
David was believing the lie that “I am what I do,” how 
would he have seen himself?  How does God’s choice of 
David encourage you in your current stage of life or 
career?  Coffee House Five 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 23 

What are some images you have of God?  What do you 
think “objective reality” means?  How would you 
describe the tone of this Psalm? How does it feel?  
According to verse 11, what is Jesus willing to do for the 
sheep?  What point do you think Jesus is making in verses 
12-13?  What stands out to you in verses 14,15?  Notice 
in verse 16, Jesus declares there is one flock. Who is the 
flock?  In verse 16 Jesus declares himself to be the One 
Shepherd. Based on what you’ve just read, do you think 
Jesus is worthy of being followed? Why or why not?  Try 
rewriting the first sentence in your own words - except 
you can’t use the words “Lord”, “Shepherd” or “Need”.  
Journey Church 

____3rd Reading:  Ephesians 5:8-14  
 

According to this passage, how are we to live?  What are 
we to do with the “fruitless or unfruitful deeds of 
darkness” (listed earlier in verses 3-8)?  What effect can 
talking about the dark deeds have on yourself? On others?  
What is involved in “being careful, then, how you live or 
walk”? Why should we be careful?  What results when we 
are being filled with the Holy Spirit? Note the verb “be 
filled” is a present tense verb signifying continuous action 
– or “go on being filled”.  It is a command – we are to 
continue letting the Spirit fill us.  Do you participate in any 
behaviors or speech that are improper or out of place for 
God’s people?  Does your life consist of the fruits of light 
(vs 9)? Are you letting the Spirit fill you daily?  Central 
College Presbyterian Church 

 
____4th Reading:  John 9:1-41  

 
Why was the man born blind?  What do you think of the 
idea that we might undergo suffering in order to bring 
glory to God. Is this a biblical truth? Why or why not?   
Why are the Pharisees divided about the question of who 
Jesus is?  Why do you think the Jews are so reluctant to 
believe that Jesus restored the man’s sight?  How does the 
blind man argue the case that Jesus is from God in vv.30-
33?  How are one’s eyes opened to the truth of who Jesus 
is?  What is the evidence that someone’s eyes have been 
opened to the truth of who Jesus is?  What does Jesus say 
is the reason he came into the world?  Considering what 
Jesus says in v. 39, what should we expect when we 
proclaim the gospel of Jesus?  What would God have you 
see today?  Coonabarabran Presbyterian Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God, help me to trust that with you there is no 
deserving, no punishment, no imprisonment in the 
past; only grace, and the the opportunity to receive it. 
Open the eyes of my heart, that whatever my 
circumstances I may see your grace, trust your 
unfinished work in me, and know that I was born that 
your love might be revealed in me, and that, unseen, 
you stand beside me ready to heal. Amen 
 

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light   

Jesus makes a poultice of clay and dirt and spittle, 
putting it on the man's eyes. Go to the pool of 
Siloam (which means sent, the Gospel narrator 
interrupts to tell us) and wash. The man, who never 
saw anything before, now sees. I'm imagining the 
immense brain-storm of matching sensation and 
sound to image, the overwhelming interpretation of 
myriads of objects, moving things, lights and 
shadows, depth and dimension. But, called into 
vision, he's already sent beyond vision. Vision and 
life itself, are metaphors for that which does not 
darken or die. 
 

The man born blind both loses his identity and gains 
it after his encounter with The Light of the World. 
He carries the very light which transformed him. In 
Gospel terms, what is vision? Insight, perceiving 
purity, humility, discerning the presence of God. 
What blinds me to the uncreated light dwelling 
within the ordinary around me? What so frightens me 
that I run from Light? What keeps me from letting 
my own Light shine? 
 

                                ~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=27
http://www.coffeehousefive.com/uploads/9/0/1/6/9016048/definedbygod2017-09-03.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=27
https://www.journeychurchne.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Psalm-23.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=27
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