
violently. Jesus expresses his lament with a profound image. I 
imagine as he shares this, he’s not only nearing Jerusalem, but 
it is in his sights. He compares himself to a mother hen 
seeking to gather her brood under her wings to protect them. 
She’s been calling out as a mother hen will do, but the chicks 
don’t heed the warning, putting themselves in danger. While 
Luke doesn’t mention Jesus weeping, you get the sense of an 
emotional connection. I imagine him weeping over the city.   
 

Something needs to be said here about the maternal imagery 
that Jesus uses for himself. It is an important reminder that 
our language about God needs to be expanded, so as to 
include male and female imagery. To broaden our language 
for God not only includes others, but it reminds us that God 
transcends our language. God is not the “man upstairs.” God 
is God, and God can be father, but God can also be a mother 
hen who seeks to protect her chicks. 
 

As I read this passage and consider Jesus’ message, I have to 
wonder whether Jesus weeps at this moment in history. 
Conflict has long been present in our world. In percentages, 
the number of those killed and displaced today could possibly 
be less than in earlier generations, but that doesn’t make 
things better. The very fact that millions of Syrians have been 
displaced is mindboggling. When I think about the once 
vibrant Christian community in the Middle East, it is difficult 
not to weep at the emptying out of Christians in the region. 
Churches and monasteries in Iraq and Syria that have stood 
for centuries are being destroyed. It seems as if nihilism has 
taken over. These nihilistic visions are fundamentalist on one 
hand, emphasize meaning, while the other is libertine, 
emphasizing pleasure without any boundaries. The two live in 
conflict on the world stage, bringing down society to its 
lowest levels.  
 

I believe Jesus grieves over our nihilistic visions unable to 
embrace both meaning and pleasure, for neither vision offers 
hope and are self-centered and narrow of vision. 
 

Jesus faces a difficult journey. Death awaits him, but so does 
resurrection. That promise is wrapped up in the quote from 
Psalm 118:26: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.” This nihilistic vision that is captivating our world is 
not the final word. There is more. Jerusalem may fall to an 
expansive empire that will tear down the walls, but God’s 
love and grace is more expansive than Jerusalem. When you 
understand that promise the future is no longer daunting. With 
that in mind, may we continue our journey in the presence and 
power of the Spirit! 

 

~ An excerpt by Bob Cornwall, Ponderings on a Faith Journey  

 
 
A Time to Weep 
 

As we continue along the Lenten path, we know that for 
Jesus it leads to death. He could flee, but that would mean 
giving up his ministry. When Jesus went up the mountain of 
Transfiguration, he had a conversation with Moses and Elijah 
about his impending departure. Jesus knew what was 
coming, and he was ready to face it. From the moment that 
he descended from the mountain his face was turned toward 
Jerusalem, a city that tended to deal harshly with prophets. 
 

I’m sure Jesus would prefer a different way. It is not a 
healthy way of being to court martyrdom, but sometimes it’s 
the only way. He seems to understand the way of the prophet 
often leads to death. So when the Pharisees came to warn 
him about Herod’s plans, he wasn’t surprised, though it is 
interesting that the usual foil for Jesus’ debates come to his 
rescue. So he tells them to tell Herod, “the fox,” that he isn’t 
deterred. He will continue his ministry of exorcism and 
healing, at least until the third day, when he will rest. That is, 
it won’t be long before his earthly ministry will end.   
 

Passion week is foreshadowed here. There are signals of a 
triumphant entry, when the people will cry out “blessed is the 
one who comes in the name of the Lord.” The end of the 
ministry is hinted at, as well as the resurrection. There is 
mention made of the third day. Consider also: “Today, 
Tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way.” This 
triad of days is not mere chronology. It’s a signal that 
something momentous is about to occur. Yes, death will 
come, whether it’s Herod or not, but death will not conquer.  
With this in mind Jesus is ready to meet his fate. He will not 
avoid going to Jerusalem, no matter what Herod has in mind 
(remember that Herod is not in control of things in 
Jerusalem, but he provides a good foil for Jesus). 
 

Jesus may not fear his fate, but does grieve for Jerusalem. 
Luke doesn’t mention Jesus weeping, but I imagine tears 
coming to his eyes as he laments the fate of Jerusalem. It is 
good to remember that by the time this Gospel is written late 
in the first century, Jerusalem had been laid waste by the 
Romans. The Temple was destroyed. The priestly office 
became irrelevant. Jerusalem has fallen, and the people who 
remember it must grieve. It was supposed to be the city of 
God, but it no longer served that purpose. The sense you get 
here is that if only they had listened to Jesus and embraced 
his message things would be different. 
 

Jesus shares this lament over Jerusalem, the city to whom 
God sent messengers who were often killed. We don’t like 
hearing prophetic words. We resist them, sometimes 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
 

What are some examples of things that make you afraid? 
What does the Lord promise to Abram? How does Abram 
address the Lord in verses 2 and 8? What was Abram’s 
mistake? Why was he doubting? From God’s perspective, 
was Abram’s question faithless? What was God’s 
response? Who are Abram’s physical offspring today? Is 
this what God had in mind when He made the promise to 
Abram about his descendants? Are there any other kinds 
of descendants? How was Abram saved? How are we 
saved? Is it OK to question/ask God for reassurances of 
His promises? Officers’ Christian Fellowship 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 27  

 
What is the longest you have waited for something you 
really wanted? If God had written this Psalm just for you, 
what words and phrases would he have underlined? Why? 
What main attitude permeates this Psalm? What does 
David mean when he says the Lord is his “light”? How is 
the Lord David’s “salvation” and “stronghold”? What 
difference do these characteristics of God have on 
David’s perspective of his current situation? What did 
David earnestly desire of the Lord? Why do you think this 
“one thing” was so important to David? If you could ask 
“one thing” of the Lord and have it granted, what would it 
be? What did David ask for when enemies and false 
witnesses rose against him? What prevented David from 
losing heart? What can help keep you from losing heart? 
Missionary Baptist Church 

____3rd Reading: Philippians 3:17 - 4:1  
 

What is your first reaction when you read Paul telling his 
readers to imitate him? Why might Westerners have a 
hard time with this? Paul is essentially saying in not to 
imitate “enemies of the cross.” What characterizes an 
enemy of the cross? What is unique about our citizenship 
in heaven? What benefits do we have? What tensions 
might we experience in our daily life because of it? The 
literal translation for “lowly” in v. 21 is “body of 
humiliation.” How does this phrase connect with your day
-to-day life, as you age, as you get sick, as you bury 
family and friends? Notice the tender language in 4:1. 
Why do you think Paul feels this way? What leadership 
lessons can you glean from this one verse? Hope Church of 
Columbus 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 13:31-35  

 
Why would Herod want to kill Jesus? Why is it ironic that 
the Pharisees are the ones who warned him? What 
possible reactions could Jesus have to knowing Herod 
wants to kill him? Why do you think Jesus can so easily 
brush off a death threat from one of the most powerful 
men in Israel? What things are more important to him 
than this threat of harm? Jesus says he longs to gather the 
children of Jerusalem together, like a mother hen. What is 
it that Jesus longs to do with and for them? How has 
Jerusalem – the people, the social systems and religious 
establishment – been resistant to God’s transformation? 
What is Jesus’ response to the ever-resistant Jerusalem? 
Why would he keep going back? Why keep trying? What 
people, social systems and religious establishments in our 
lives are resistant to God’s change? How do you think 
God would have us respond to these things? Faith Element 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Jesus, as a mother you gather your people to you: 
You are gentle with us as a mother with her children; 
Often you weep over our sins and our pride: 
tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement. 
You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds: 
in sickness you nurse us, 
and with pure milk you feed us. 
Jesus, by your dying we are born to new life: 
By your anguish and labour we come forth in joy. 
Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness: 
through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. 
Your warmth gives life to the dead: 
your touch makes sinners righteous. 
Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us: 
in your love and tenderness remake us. 
In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness: 
for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us. 
 

~ St. Anselm (1033-1109)  

If you have ever loved someone you could not protect, 
then you understand the depth of Jesus' lament. All you 
can do is open your arms. You cannot make anyone 
walk into them. Meanwhile, this is the most vulnerable 
posture in the world --wings spread, breast exposed --
but if you mean what you say, then this is how you 
stand. ... 

… Jesus won't be king of the jungle in this or any other 
story. What he will be is a mother hen, who stands 
between the chicks and those who mean to do them 
harm. She has no fangs, no claws, no rippling muscles. 
All she has is her willingness to shield her babies with 
her own body. If the fox wants them, he will have to 
kill her first; which he does, as it turns out. He slides up 
on her one night in the yard while all the babies are 
asleep. When her cry wakens them, they scatter. 

She dies the next day where both foxes and chickens 
can see her -- wings spread, breast exposed -- without a 
single chick beneath her feathers. It breaks her heart . . . 
but if you mean what you say, then this is how you 
stand. 
 
~ Barbara Brown Taylor, Christian Century 2/25/86,  
   via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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