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Reclaiming the Vision 
 

The version of the Creation in Genesis chapter 1, as we 
know, shows a remarkably ordered world, with an 
unfolding plan of creation that springs forth from the 
words of our Creator God. There is a place for everything, 
and everything is in it’s place. 
 
The creation story in Genesis chapters 2 and 3 is a little 
different. God is still creator, but he’s hands-on, digging in 
the earth and collaborating with others in the naming 
process. 
 
This second creation story marvelously shows the world 
as God intended it to be. 
 
God intended humanity to live with him, interacting with 
intimately and frequently. God intended us to be good 
stewards of the creation he brought forth. (A good 
argument can be made that we were intended to live as 
vegetarians, eating from every tree and plant in the 
Garden…) And, we were apparently welcome to eat from 
the Tree of Life, from whose fruit we would enjoy the 
power of eternal life. 
 
And tragically, the story shows those intentions come 
crashing down and shattering on the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
 
The world was meant to be a certain way. And we weren’t 
able to manage that way for more than a chapter and a 
half. And a good argument can be made that the rest of the 
Bible, and human history, is us dealing with the 
consequences. 
 
And, those consequences were the result of choice. 
 
The second creation story in Genesis clearly shows 
humanity’s choice in abandoning the ordered way that 
God intended for us in favor of something a little 
different. 
 
And, choices have consequences. 
 
The same is true today. We still make choices 
 
In The United States of America over 20% of children live 
in poverty. Over 50 million Americans live in food-
insecure households, including over 17 millions children. 
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And household with children report nearly double the rate 
of food insecurity than those without children. (These are 
2009 stats from feedingamerica.org) 
 
Abroad, these figures tragically bloom. Worldwide, 1.4 
billion people live on less than $1.25 a day. That’s less than 
$500 a year. Every day 24,000 children die due to hunger, 
or hunger related causes. 
 
Now, ten years ago, it was 40,000 children a day, so we’re 
certainly moving in the right direction. But, even one child 
dying of hunger is one too many. 
 
God created the world to be a certain way. 
 
This isn’t it. 
 
It was supposed to be beautiful, free, and full of plenty. 
And, while there are corners of the world where that is true, 
there are too many places where darkness, disease, and 
death reign. 
 
The way of Jesus restores the original vision of Eden. It’s 
why the resurrection took place on a Sunday – the first day 
of the week. The first day of creation, when God said let 
there be light and the tomb was empty. It’s why St. Paul 
said that “in Christ there is a New Creation.” 
 
On the day of resurrection all the morning stars sang 
together with all the heavenly host (Job 38:7), just as they 
did at the first dawn. 
 
And, it’s up to Jesus’ followers to take up his way, and 
make more and more 
corners of the world 
where the resurrection 
shines forth. Bringing 
light to the darkness, 
hope to the hopeless, 
and food to the hungry. 
 
Trampling down sin, 
tilling in the Garden, 
digging our hands in 
the clay and mire, and 
following the example 
of our Creator-God. 
 
~ Rick Morley,  
    a garden path 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=24
http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/2935


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7  
 

What is Adam’s role in the garden?  What does God 
command Adam not to do? Compare God’s command 
with what both the serpent and Eve say. How do both of 
their statements contrast with God’s statement? What do 
their statements say about how Adam and Eve view God? 
Why do you think Adam and Eve disobey God? Why do 
you think it is easy for us today to fall into the trap of 
viewing God as a rule-giver instead of a father?  If you 
believe in God, do you ever seek things in the world that 
you already possess in your relationship with God?  Why 
do you think God put the tree in the garden?  Do you 
think that shame and an understanding of our brokenness 
as humans is a universal experience? Why or why not?  
What’s your experience in reacting to your own mistakes? 
Just like Adam, do you think that you have a specific 
purpose here on earth? What is it?  What do you do when 
you fail to live out this purpose?  Focus 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 32  

Has there been a time in your life when you knew that 
you had sinned and needed God’s forgiveness? What was 
that time in your life like? How did you come to realize 
that you needed to repent and seek forgiveness from God?  
How many different words does David use for sin? Why 
does he use these words?  How does David describe sin’s 
effect in his life?  Can you relate to the way David felt in 
the midst of his sin?  What does God do when we confess 
our sin to him?  How does the world deal with sin? How 
is that different than how God deals with sin?  Is 
forgiveness a reason to praise God?  How do you, or 
should you, praise God for the forgiveness that you have 
received in your life?  Eagle Christian Church 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 5:12-19  
 

How did sin enter the world? How did death enter the 
world? To whom did death come and why? Are you 
absolved from your sin because Adam introduced sin to all 
mankind?  From what man did the trespass come? From 
what man did the gift come?  What was brought into the 
world from the one sin? What was brought into the world 
by the one gift?  What reigned through the trespass of 
Adam? What reigned through the gift of God through Jesus 
Christ?   Verse 19 is a good summary of this passage. 
Write a summary in your own words.  What principle from 
verses 12-19 can you apply to your life?  Monday Night 
Bible Study 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 4:1-11  

 
How is temptation a struggle for us all? Have you had 
specific times during which temptation was more of a 
problem? Why was this the case and how did you respond 
to it?  Do you ever find yourself being tempted in the same 
way over and over again? Why do you think this is the 
case?  How do you see the baptism of Jesus (especially the 
declaration of his sonship) and his temptation in the 
wilderness linked? In what way is the Holy Spirit involved 
in both?  Do you think it is true that where there is spiritual 
baptism that there is also spiritual battle? What is 
temptation? How would you describe it simply to a child 
or someone who isn’t a Christian?  Is being tempted a sin?  
How do we see the same type of temptations manifest in 
our lives?  How can we confront temptation?  How might 
we better equip ourselves with the Word of God so that we 
are ready to respond in the face of temptation?  Beginnings 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

i just realized 
that in my imagination 
the wilderness is always somewhere else; 
a foreign landscape i actively have to enter 
in the act of being faithful. 
truthfully, 
the wilderness is always where i am 
right now 
and faith is the courage to stay with it 
when i’d rather pretend i am 
anywhere else.  
 
~ Cheryl Lawrie, [hold this space] 

The Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness. Why the 
wilderness? The phantasms of the self, so well 
camouflaged in the city, are exposed in the 
disorienting desert. You are left with yourself and 
your every weakness and vulnerability heightened in 
the extremes of the acute presence and/or the acute 
absence of God. 
 
In Lent, Christians endeavor to create a little 
wilderness, at least as much as is practical. Here, the 
Spirit of Truth guides you into all truth. The demons 
of the self present themselves for confrontation. You 
are drawn into an “unmitigated honesty”. And the 
humanity you find in yourself is one that brings you 
to compassion. 
 
Enjoy a holy, truthful Lent!  

 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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