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Here, There & Everywhere:  Jesus is 
Risen! 

Easter is the ultimate festival celebration of 

Christianity. We pull out all the stops on this day. 

From triumphant music (horns, organ swell, and 

enough “alleluias” to make up for all of Lent) and 

sufficient flowers to open a floral outlet to inspired 

preaching (hopefully!) and Holy Eucharist, our 

worship on this day is truly fit for the King of Kings. 

We reason that this day may be our best opportunity to 

share the Good News and encourage those who rarely 

come through the church doors to come back often. 

Easter is a bold and optimistic day. 

This day is a vitally important one in the life of the 

church—a fact few would dispute. Yet, I wonder how 

it really plays in the lives of those not connected to a 

faith community. The commercial marketplace co-opts 

the holiday, just like Christmas, to sell chocolate 

bunnies, plastic eggs, and Easter ham, basically 

anything to fill a cheap basket and increase sales of 

consumable goods. Is it just another holiday rather 

than a Holy Day? 

Like the women at the tomb, the faithful gather to 

experience the story afresh, but the wider community 

often offers resistance to our “idle tale.” Folks have 

trouble truly believing a resurrection story. After all, 

when you’re gone you’re gone, right? Shouldn’t we 

live for the present day and be rational about life? Isn’t 

religion simply “the opium of the people” ala Karl 

Marx? 

Of course the answer to this, at least from the Christian 

perspective, is a resounding “NO,” but how can we 

convince ourselves so that we can show others that 

Jesus lives and is active in the world? Sometimes I feel 

like our houses of worship might be better likened to 

the empty tomb. We invite people in to “see Jesus” 

when Jesus has already left the building for ministry in 

the world. Yes, Jesus is present whenever two or more 

gather in his name, whenever wine is poured and bread 

is broken, and in the waters of baptism, but Jesus 

doesn’t hang out in hallowed human shrines 24/7. 

Peter took the message out, and he preached in the 

home of the Roman army officer Cornelius, saying 

“He [Jesus] commanded us to preach to the people 

and to testify that is the one ordained by God as judge 

of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify 

about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name” (Acts 10:42-

43). Funny thing, the command is to go, to preach, 

and to testify this to folks. It doesn’t say anything 

about creating members or giving units in the 

congregation. There is nothing in this passage about 

who can be included and who should be excluded. 

This Easter message of triumph over sin and death is 

for everyone. 

How will they know unless we believe? How will 

they respond unless we tell and invite? How will the 

world see and experience the risen Christ unless we, 

through the witness of our lives and our corporate life 

together, are His presence in the world? 

The tomb is empty! Go and tell the world that Jesus 

Christ is risen, and that God is active in this world. Go 

and be the hands and feet of Jesus to your neighbor. 

Look around you. This is no idle tale. Jesus is at work 

in the ministries of your congregation through the 

hands of hopeful, helpful people. The Spirit’s breathe 

is equipping new generations of leaders. God is 

calling us to new vision and new ways of being 

church. You don’t have to look far to see God in 

action, but you should look in places where you might 

not expect to experience the holy. When you start to 

really look around, you might be surprised at what 

you see. Share the wonder, the grace, and the love—

here, there, and everywhere. This is indeed amazing 

news! 

~ Sharron 

R. Blezard 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
 

What small issues did Peter hold against the Gentiles 
before this experience?  Why did he hold them to such 
importance?  What valuable lesson did Peter learn from 
this experience? What is the criteria, in this passage, for 
being acceptable to God? What does that mean to you?  
Why might this have been a hard lesson for Peter to 
learn?  What prejudice did he have that made this a tough 
pill to swallow?  How might this revelation change Peter 
for the better?  How do you know if you are prejudice 
against something? How do we face up to that? How do 
we as a church begin to embrace those who we have 
always seen as being left out?  Faith Element 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  
 

Think of all the things and relationships in your life that 
have passed on or proven temporary. Contrast that with 
the most enduring love relationship you know, or with the 
times that come to mind when you hum that ditty "Happy 
Days Are Here Again." How does that relationship or 
those days compare with the enduring love of God?  What 
has the Lord done for the king and/or representatively for 
the people?  What is the significance of the stone-turned-
capstone, which is being celebrated on this festive day?  
The early church applied verse 22 to Jesus. How is Jesus 
like this stone-turned-capstone?  For what events in your 
life are you particularly grateful to God?  How did God 
prove to be your helper, your strength or your salvation?  
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: I Corinthians 15:19-26  
 

Why is the resurrection so central to our faith?  Why do 
you think Paul said what he said in verse 19? “Only” in 
verse 19 can modify either “life” or “hoped.” What’s the 
difference? What do you think “first fruits” in verse 20 
mean?  In verses 21-22 Paul seems to divide humanity into 
two typological groups. Who belongs with “Adam”? Who 
belongs with “Christ”? What do the two groups share? Do 
persons belong to one or the other group, or could they 
belong to both groups? Use our imagination: What do 
Adam and Christ each stand for or symbolize or represent?  
As we read Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 15, we see how 
Paul connects the resurrection of Jesus to the future end of 
time.  In your opinion, has death been destroyed? Light on 
the Lessons, Christ Church Cathedral 

 
____4th Reading: John 20:1-18   

 
Do you think that the story of the resurrection has lost 

some of its power for those of us who have heard it so 
many times?  All four Gospels report that the women were 
the first to discover the resurrection. How were they 

(especially Mary) uniquely fitted for this experience? Why 
do you think John (the “other disciple”) chose not to enter 
the tomb at first? We have the advantage of knowing the 

outcome of this story, but John points out (verse 9) that 
those who first experienced it had no idea what was 
happening! What emotions might they have experienced at 

seeing the tomb disturbed and Jesus’ body missing?  Take 
a few moments to think about how this event must have 
felt to each of those who appear in this story – Mary, Peter 

and John. With which of these characters can you most 
identify today? Why is it important to continually revisit 
this story even though we know it so well? How can we 

experience it anew so that it remains fresh and meaningful?  
Faith Element 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

When everything was dark  
and it seemed that the sun would never shine again, 
your love broke through. 
Your love was too strong,  
too wide,  too deep for death to hold. 
The sparks cast by your love dance and spread  
and burst forth with resurrection light. 
We praise you for the light of new life 
that continues to shine in our hearts today. 
We pray that the Easter light of life, hope and joy,  

will live in us each day; 
and that we will be bearers of that light  
into the lives of others. 

Amen.        
   Adapted from Michaela Youngson  

 
Resurrection transforms tragedy and heals 
brokenness. When I reach my limits, resurrection 
gives me hope for the future. I identify with Mary 
of Magdala: there are moments I can't see beyond 
my pain or self-concern, and then I hear Jesus 
call my name, and I'm alive again. But, like 
Mary, I can't hold on to that experience; I must 
open to new possibilities. I identify with the men 
walking to Emmaus; resurrection awakens me to 
Jesus' presence in the ordinary and challenging 
events of life. Resurrection is God's "yes" to the 
life now and forever.          ~ Bruce Epperly 

Why do you need the resurrection?   
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