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What do the Stones Say? 

People lining the street - creating a farcical parade - Jesus 
entering town like one of the kings or officials.  Let's 
pretend and poke fun - let's laugh and enjoy ourselves.  

Ourselves, this motley group of followers of the Way. No 
one take yourself too seriously - after all Jesus is 
determined to go to the most dangerous place for us.  

Don't think about it too much - it'll scare the crap out of 
you.  We have no idea what he's up to - we think he might 
have lost his mind - all we've got to keep us going is this 

colt and some palm branches and the last minute 
pageantry of the crowd.  

"Blessed is the King!" Not just any king... the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord.  Peace in heaven... glory in 
the highest heaven!  Shouting and dancing and waving - 
pretending.  Less about worshiping Jesus and more about 

mocking the current power structures who ride into town 
expecting praise.   

And the church folk are quick to say, "stop doing that! it's 
embarrassing us." Tell them to be quiet.  They're causing a 

scene. Have you no shame?  

And Jesus' answer - come on now... if they don't shout, the 
stones will. What do the stones say?  

Layer upon layer, years of growth and pressure.  

What do the stones say?  

Here I am - bigger than 

you can dream - I see 
all.   

What do the stones say?  

Trauma and damage - 
held together but never 
the same.  

What do the stones say?  

Look through me - years 
of wear and tear created 

this view.   

What do the stones say?  

As we enter Holy Week - whether we celebrate Palm 

Sunday or Passion Sunday or if our congregations all go 
away for Spring break... what do the stones around us 
say? I have a feeling that they've speaking because I 

haven't seen pageantry lately and praise seems far from 
our lips. 

                                                                  ~ Beth Scibienski  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
December 20, 2015  
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Micah 5:2-5a ◦ Luke 1:47-55  
◦ Hebrews 10:5-10 ◦ Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Stretching Toward Sunday 

 
March 20, 2016  
Palm Sunday, Year C 
 

 

The readings this week: 
◦ Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 ◦ Luke 19:28-40 

Faith 
 
Jesus presents some street theater, 
the new life enacted among us. 
People love it for the moment, 
but the Powers will have him killed, and he knows it.  
He has a week to live. 
How’s he going to create a kingdom? 
One week. How’s he going to change the world? 
 
He comes on a donkey. He talks. He heals. 
No power, no strategy. 
Really, not even a kingdom. 
 
No plan but this: just 
love people, and forgive them. 
Share a meal. Wash their feet. 
Love them and forgive them. 
And trust God with the rest. 
 
That’s it. No other power, no plan. 
Just love and trust God, 
who takes our love 
and heals the world with it. 
 
This is Jesus' faith: 
Do what you can. Do it with love. 
Bless and heal and forgive along the way. 
And trust that’s good enough for God. 
It was good enough for Jesus. 
 
Facing your trials, dealing with conflict, 
confronting injustice, small as you are: 
do what you can, do it with love, 
bless and heal and forgive, 
and trust God. 
 
That alone will change the world. 
That alone will save. 
Watch.  

~ Steve Garnaas Holmes 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=123
http://www.bethscib.com/lectionary-reflections/can-you-hear-the-stones
http://breadnm.blogspot.com/2015/03/steve-garnaas-holmes-reflection-for.html


Reflecting on the Word 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  

 
Think of all the things and relationships in your life that 
have passed on or proven temporary. Contrast that with 
the most enduring love relationship you know, or with the 
times that come to mind when you hum that ditty "Happy 
Days Are Here Again." How does that relationship or 
those days compare with the enduring love of God?  What 
has the Lord done for the king and/or representatively for 
the people?  As an Israelite prompted to give thanks on 
the occasion of this psalm, what redemptive occasions in 
the life of your people come to mind?  What is the 
significance of the stone-turned-capstone, which is being 
celebrated on this festive day?  The early church applied 
verse 22 to Jesus. How is Jesus like this stone-turned-
capstone?  For what events in your life are you 
particularly grateful to God?  How did God prove to be 
your helper, your strength or your salvation?  Quiet Time 
Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

____Gospel Reading: Luke 19:28-40  
 

What was the biggest crowd in which you have ever found 
yourself?  Was it a joy-filled crowd?  Why is it easy to be 
swept up in the excitement of a large crowd?  Is being in 
an excited crowd comfortable or uncomfortable? What do 
the Pharisees ask Jesus to do in verse 39?   Does Jesus 
agree to do it? What were the disciples feeling when Jesus 
entered the city? What were the crowds feeling then?   
What did the Pharisees discern?  
 
It was really an amazing scene. Jesus had just raised 
Lazarus from the dead. The masses gathered in preparation 
for the Passover feast. Jesus was experiencing peak 
popularity. There was hysteria, lots of shouting, singing, 
and anticipation. No one, except Jesus, knew what was 
going to happen next.  Today is not much different. Many 
groups of people approach Jesus every day, and there are 
still many different viewpoints about Jesus. 
 
Do you think anyone still feels overwhelmed with joy over 
Jesus? Who?  Do you think anyone misunderstands Jesus? 
Who?  What do you personally think of Jesus?   If a similar 

scene were to take place today, with Jesus coming to town, 
how do you think the crowd would react?  How would you 
react?  Would an outside observer look at your life and say 

what the Pharisees said, that you have gone after Jesus 
whole-heartedly?  sundayschool.com 

 
Praying Lent 
 

God of such unwavering love,  
how do I "celebrate"  
the passion and death of Jesus?  
I often want to look the other way  
and not watch,  
not stay with Jesus in his suffering.  
Give me the strength  
to see his love with honesty and compassion  
and to feel deeply  
your own forgiveness and mercy for me.  
Help me to understand  
how to "celebrate" this week.  
I want be able to bring  
my weaknesses and imperfections with me  
as I journey with Jesus this week,  
so aware of his love. 

Creighton University 

Journaling Lent:  Lent is a time to be intentional. It is  a 
time to look seriously and intentionally at our lives – who we 
have been, who we are, and who we are becoming. Journaling 
is a way for us to embody this intention, because it gives us an 
environment for delving deeply into the bottomless well of our 
souls. Each week during Lent, take the time to use the journal 
as a spiritual practice for looking into the wonder you embody.  
 

Week 6 - Sacrifice 
It’s a process of letting go – letting go of plans, of needs, 
of rights, of agendas, of one’s own life. But, it’s a letting 
go that is grounded in the life of others rather than our 
own. We don’t let go – sacrifice – for our own sake. It is 
always and only for others. When our hearts have grown 
in compassion and love, we are willing to relinquish what 
seems so important to our own preservation and 
happiness in order that someone else’s life may be made 
richer by our own loss. Lent invites us to move to the 
edge of our own self-satisfaction and step off that edge 
into the abyss of self-sacrifice. Surprisingly, instead of 
losing our identity – our life – we find that the very death 
we embrace is our pathway to a new life. Take time this 
week to bravely jump into the blackness of sacrifice and 
there find the light of life.  
 

Journaling Questions 

Where is my compassion so great that I will willingly 

sacrifice myself?  · In my work? · In my family?  · In my 
community?   · In my soul?                    explorefaith.org 
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http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=123
https://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=658
https://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=658
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=123
http://www.teensundayschool.com/461/lesson/palm-sunday.php
http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Lent/hw-1st-4days.html#sun
http://www.explorefaith.org/lent04/index.html

