
the United States, with the government funding Christian 
missionaries and denominations to forcibly assimilate 
indigenous peoples into Euro-American culture at boarding 
schools in the 19th and 20th centuries. Many of these schools 
banned indigenous  languages and punished children for 
using the languages of their ancestors. As if it wasn’t enough 
to perpetrate genocide against them, to force their exile and 
to steal and extort their lands, we wanted to destroy any 
meaningful future many of their cultures might have had and, 
as a result, make it easier for the demands for justice by 
indigenous groups to be ignored and denied without any real 
ramifications for the powerful….it stands in contradiction of 
who God has been revealed to be on Pentecost. 
 
A God of many tongues. A God of many peoples. A God 
who doesn’t have an official language. God is a God who 
speaks through all and is present in all, who not only 
welcomes all languages but also actively becomes incarnated 
through them…. 
 
We should listen carefully to the gospel — the good news — 
of Pentecost. On that day when God moved in fiery 
inspiration, God gave the divine voice to all the languages, to 
the marginalized, to the street. Any time a language or a 
voice crying out is suppressed, it is God’s voice, too, we are 
attempting to silence. We might do well to participate in 
Pentecost with this in mind, listening for the voice of God 
among the silenced, the powerless, the ignored, the forgotten, 
the oppressed, the nobodies. 
 
Pentecost wasn’t just about evocative images of fiery tongues 
and a rushing wind. 
 
Pentecost was a rebellion against those that would seek to 
restrict God to a single, official language, a single, righteous 
people, a single, systematic theology. 
 
Pentecost was a protest in which God refused to be silenced 
by the languages of the powerful. 
 
Instead, on Pentecost, God 
spoke. 
 
And the people in the streets 
understood. 
 
Nothing could have been more 
subversive. 

~ an excerpt by David Roberts, 
Patheos 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

The Divine Protest of Pentecost 
 
The God of Pentecost doesn’t have an official language. 
This is the shocking revelation of the day of Pentecost, but 
one often  lost amid the day’s more bombastic metaphors of 
rushing winds, descending doves and intoxicated disciples 
with tongues touched by fire. 
 
But in a country with a history of suppressing other 
languages in the name of unity and imperialism and in a 
nation where a xenophobic English-only movement is 
gaining ground with ads like this targeting immigration 
reform, this is the message of Pentecost we need to hear. 
 
Because Pentecost, at its fiery heart, is not only about 
language, but it is also an act of divine rebellion through 
language. It is the windswept protest of a borderless God, 
standing against humanity’s misguided preference for the 
empty language of the powerful. In Pentecost, God speaks 
against humanity’s tendency to force unity through 
sameness and exclusivity, to conflate righteousness with 
homogeneity and to do it all in God’s holy name. 
 
On Pentecost day, God spoke outside the walls of temple 
religiosity and outside the halls of political power. God 
spoke in the streets. The divine voice manifested in all 
languages and in all peoples, not just in the imperial Latin of 
the Roman occupiers who conquered the promised land and 
not just in the language of the religious elite who restricted 
access to God with oppressive temple taxes. Rather, God 
spoke in the vernacular of the everyday and the everywhere. 
 
On Pentecost, God gives the divine voice to the languages 
of a bunch of nobodies and a crowd of commoners. It is an 
act of liberation, both for humankind and for God. 
 
And we should never underestimate the subversive power 
and importance of the multilingual way in which God enters 
the world on Pentecost. Language, and the culture it builds, 
are the mortar and bricks of power. Powerful countries like 
ours have used language as a weapon and have restricted 
languages of other peoples in order to oppress and eliminate 
those perceived as different or threatening. 
 
Our history is littered with examples. Waves of immigration 
are often met with linguistic repression and ridicule, from 
the United States’ response to German immigrants and their 
language in the early 1900s to Britain’s repression of the 
Irish language. Indigenous languages fared even worse in 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Acts 2:1-21 
 

Why are wind and fire such powerful examples of God’s 
presence? Who was present in Jerusalem, and why? In 
light of this, why was the day of Pentecost such a perfect 
time for the coming of the Holy Spirit? The miracle at 
Pentecost was, above all, a “miracle of understanding.” 
We don’t know if the miracle was in the Christians’ 
ability to speak, or in the people’s ability to hear. Which 
do you think it was? Does it matter? Why was Joel’s 
prophecy so fitting for this event? What aspects of 
Pentecost were foretold by Joel? Not only do we see an 
expansion of the kinds of people who can receive the 
Gospel, we also see an expansion of the kinds of people 
who can give the Gospel. What is unusual about the kinds 
of people Joel mentions in his prophecy? Why do you 
think some people refer to Pentecost as the “birthday of 
the Church”? For what purpose did God cause the 
“miracle of understanding” to happen at Pentecost? How 
might God employ a “miracle of understanding” today? 
How might God be prompting us to expand the Gospel 
beyond our own social and religious boundaries? What 
unexpected people might God be calling to do this work? 
Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

 
As you read the passage, note the following things: the 
large-scale aspects of creation, the small, detailed aspects 
of creation, the human-made aspects of creation, the 
creature-made aspects of creation. Verse 27 declares that 
every single aspect of creation depends upon the Lord. In 
what ways is this statement true? Look at verse 29. What 
would life on this earth be like if the Lord did not sustain 
it? Consider verse 30. Why would the writer’s reflection 
on God’s life-sustaining work in creation lead to a 
reflection upon the work of the Lord’s Spirit in our lives? 
Take time in the next 24 hours to notice the details of 
creation, both on a macro and micro scale. Let your 
observations lead you to praise the Lord. Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading: Romans 8:14-17  
 

Verse 16 says that the Spirit testifies with our spirit. To 
testify means “to give evidence as a witness, to give one’s 
testimony.” Its synonyms are: confirm, prove, 
corroborate, substantiate or bear out. What does the Spirit 
give evidence to? What does He confirm, prove and 
corroborate? Whom does He witness to? The truth is that 
you and I can do things to hinder hearing the Spirit. One 
of the biggest things we can do is not get in His Word 
consistently. Bible intake is essential for the believer. 
How’s your Bible intake? Is there anything that needs to 
change? If so, what could you do to narrow that gap from 
where you are to where you want to be? River Community 
Church 

 
____4th Reading: John 14:8-17, (25-27)  

 
Jesus explained that He would be with His disciples, but 
the world would not see Him. How does the Holy Spirit 
relate to people—how do some see Him and others don’t? 
What do you think would cause God to withdraw the 
Spirit from someone, if anything? What role does Jesus 
have in this? What ways can the Holy Spirit be our helper 
as we seek to fulfill God’s will in our lives? Do you 
recognize the Holy Spirit working in your life? If so, in 
what ways? Grace Community Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God the Holy Spirit, 
You are the restless breath of love that sweeps 
through the world. 
You move where you will, breaking down barriers, 
Stirring hearts to change, making all things possible. 
Inspire each one of us to hunger and thirst for justice! 
Come, Spirit of God, 
Sweep through our world bringing great change. 
May the bounty of your goodness be shared more 
justly, 
So all may share in the rich blessings of your 
creation. 
And, for us, bring transformation in our praying and 
living, 
So that we may act justly, love mercy, 
And walk humbly with you all the days of our lives.  
Amen.                                                    ~ Third Space 

 

Pentecost reminds us that  Christ's spirit is not mild 
or temperate but a disrupting force, a caring love 
that disconcerts and unsettles the systems of this 
world, redefining power from the inside out and 
from the bottom up. We usually think and act in 
terms of continuities, predictability, repetition of 
schemes and plans, and the Pentecostal event show 
us God's capacity to interrupt, to break those 
schemes open, and to violate those formulae: it is a 
bold and risky spirit, even disobedient, when it is a 
matter of uncovering new paths of life. 

~ Ivan Nicoletto OSB Cam., unpublished sermon 
Pentecost, 2019 
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