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finding Shalom 

 

John Glover was a famous English landscape 
painter.  This is a painting of Ullswater Lake in the 
English Lake District and was likely on or near land 
that he owned.    Glover subsequently moved to 
Australia on his 64th birthday in 1831 and purchased 
a large tract of land in what is now Tasmania.  He 
subsequently became known as the father of 
Australian landscape painting.  It seems fitting that 
“Ullswater, Early Morning” should hang in the Art 
Gallery of New South Wales.  It’s as if God himself 
is bringing together the best of England and Australia 
and blessing both of them. 

When I look at this landscape it speaks to me with 
one quiet word, “shalom”, a Hebrew word that might 
be rendered in English as “flourishing”.  In this 
painting all is well with a stunningly beautiful yet 
tranquil world. 

Why is is that we so seldom experience shalom?  We 
get so busy that we forget that for which we are 
striving.  What is ‘that’ if not shalom?  What if we 
could make some time and space so that shalom 
could be found not merely at the end of the journey 
but in every day and every moment of it.  This is 

what the gospel offers to us if we will only create the 
time and space for it to take root in our souls, 
families, and circles of influence. 

There are also beautiful pictures of shalom in this 
week’s readings.  Elijah says to the widow of 
Zaraphath, “Your jug of oil will not fail.”   The God 
of Psalm 146 creates the heavens, the earth, and the 
sea, and then promises to keep faith with us 
forever.  The God of Psalm 30 turns the mourning of 
depression into dancing.  The Galatian Christians 
marvel that the man who was their Grand Inquisitor 
is now champion of their cause. 

God gives each of us places to find shalom.  For 
Glover it was no doubt in the countrysides of 
England and Australia and in his paintings of 
them.  For me it is in my man cave where I’ll light a 
candle, burn some frankincense, and  experience the 
light and sweet aroma of my Heavenly Father. 

Where is a place of shalom that God has given you?  

~ Steve Godfrey, Church in the World 
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John Glover, “Ullswater, Early Morning”, c. 1824,  
Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia  

  

"That was the moment I decided to take 

the road of gratitude out of the valley of 

the shadow of grief, rather than the 

road of resentment...Gratitude also 

deepens our sense of trust, for we begin 

to believe that the One who gave us the 

good old days can be trusted to give us 

good new days as well."  

~ John Claypool 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=265
https://churchintheworld.com/2013/06/02/finding-shalom/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 1 Kings 17:8-16, (17-24) 
 

We do not know how long the woman in this story had 
been a widow, but we are told she had one son. Probably 
she had been well provided for, but now she was suffering 
as a result of the drought.  Why did the widow lose hope?  
How strange that Elijah should say to this poverty-
stricken widow,” But first make a small cake of bread for 
me!” What does this mean?  According to these verses, 
how long will God supply our needs?  Has there been a 
time when you were at the end of your resources? 
Whether it was money, health, friends, or patience…can 
you look back and see a time that God really did supply 
all your needs?  Words of Life Ministry 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 146  

 
In what area of life is it hard for you to find hope?  How 
does this psalm contrast the experience of hoping in God 
with the experience of hoping in people?  The psalmist 
mentions eight kinds of circumstances that might seem 
hopeless.  List these situations/conditions and the reasons 
why they might seem hopeless.  Describe how God 
responds to people in each of these situations.  What do 
these responses from God to people in hopeless situations 
suggest to you about God's character?  Which of the eight 
images of hopelessness do you most strongly relate to at 
this time?  Take a few minutes and allow yourself to 
picture God responding to you in the way this text 
describes God's response. What thoughts and feelings do 
you have in response to this image of God's care for you?  
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: Galatians 1:11-24  
 

Paul tells the Galatians that when God called him to preach 
among the Gentiles, he “did not receive [the gospel] from 
any man, nor was I taught it” and that he “did not consult 
any man.”  Why is that information important in the 
context of this chapter?  Paul says in vs. 15 that God set 
him aside from birth and called him to preach.  What well-
known prophets were also called from birth? (Isaiah 49:1, 
Jeremiah 1:5)  Does God know you from birth? How about 
today?  If you felt called by God to preach, what would 
you do first? Why?  If you want people to believe what 
you say, do you normally tell them good things or bad 
things about yourself? Or do you avoid yourself 
altogether?  If you had to convince someone that Christ is 
real by giving an example from your own life, what would 
you say? 
SwapMeetDave.com 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 7:11-17  

How does our society typically cope with the reality of 
death? How does this differ from the Bible's teaching on 
death?  How often do you think about death? What kinds 
of emotions does the thought of death arouse?  What do 
you find particularly striking or encouraging about the way 
Jesus acts in this passage? How do the truths we learn here 
about Jesus give us courage and hope in the midst of our 
grief?  The widow at Nain was the recipient of a great 
miracle. What encouragement is there for those of us who 
have not experienced that kind of miracle in our lives?  Do 
you ever struggle to believe that the miracles recorded in 
the Gospels really happened?  What can you do to 
encourage or strengthen your faith in the midst of doubt?  
Joy Community Fellowship 

 
Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Faithful God, you draw near to us 
in our joy and in our grief, 
in our hope and in our despair.  
When we are bowed down, you raise us anew.  
We turn to you now in search of your healing 
touch.  
God of compassion and love, 
move among us this hour.  
Open our eyes, dispel our fears, 
and show us the real life you have to offer.  
We pray this in the name of the Risen One, 
Jesus the Christ.  Amen.  
 

~ Worship Ways 

We are now among the Hallelujahs. The rest of 
our journey lies through the Delectable 
Mountains. All is praise to the close of the book. 
The key is high pitched: the music is upon the 
high sounding cymbals. O for a heart full of 
joyful gratitude, that we may run, and leap, and 
glorify God, even as these Psalms do.   
 

~ Charles Spurgeon, Treasury of David 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=265
http://www.wordsoflife.co.uk/bible-studies/study-3-in-the-widows-house-at-zarephath/
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=265
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=680
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=265
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=680#ixzz49jRarGPX
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=265
http://www.joycf.org/blog/post/discussion-questions--7-15-12
http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/

