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Entertaining Angels, Unaware 

My meanderings through the dictionary, a favorite activity 
during attacks of procrastination, have taught me about the 

complex and unsentimental nature of our care for the 
stranger: the words “Host,” “guest,” “hostile”, “hostage,” 
“Hospital,” and “hospitality” all spring from the same 

Latin root hostis, meaning stranger or enemy. To extend 
hospitality means widening the circle temporarily, perhaps 
taking a risk. Our generosity may be rejected, and we 

certainly dare not hope for thanks or reimbursement. To 
offer hospitality is an obligation. There is nothing soft or 
mushy about it. It has nothing to do with artificial 
standards of behavior… 

The unnamed author of the letter to the Hebrews knew 
this: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
by doing that some have entertained angels without 

knowing it” (13:2). This word of advice can be comforting 
or alarming, depending on where we are, spiritually and 
geographically, at any given moment. It is hard for me to 

believe that I might be entertaining an angel when the 
volunteer for the local public television station interrupts 
me at the dinner hour with a phone call requesting money, 

or when the supermarket clerk refuses to make eye contact 
and leaves me feeling that I have intruded on her space. 
But many times we might be entertaining angels when we 

are too busy to notice. These hospitality angels, like the 
Holy Spirit, can be very subtle. Of course sometimes they 
are hard to miss, but all too often we just pass them by…. 

When I lived in New York and rode the subway daily, I 
would entertain myself by speculating: Who are the 
angels? What am I missing? Recalling the story in Genesis 

where Jacob, sleeping in the desert with a stone for a 
pillow, looked up and saw the 
heavens opened and angels 

ascending and descending, I 
would occasionally look up the 
grimy stairs to the street and 

ask myself, Which ones are the 
angels? Surely there must be 
one or two in that motley 

crowd. I never knew for sure. 

~ Margaret Guenther, At Home 
in the World: A Rule of Life for 

the Rest of Us 
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The readings this week: 
◦ Genesis 22:1-14 ◦ Psalm 13 
◦ Romans 6:12-23 ◦ Matthew 10:40-42 

Abraham and Isaac 

After these things God tested Abraham. God said to him, 
"Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." God said, "Take 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains that I shall show 
you."                   ~ Genesis 22.1-2  
 
God didn't actually tell Abraham to sacrifice Isaac. But 
Abraham (that is, the community) thought so. They 
carried on the tradition of their ancient religion, like so 
many around the world, sacrificing what was most 
precious, even their children, in the belief that God willed 
it. (We still do that; that's what war is.) But the moment 
came, the knife poised in the air, when Abraham 
actually saw Isaac, saw him as a person, not as an object 
to be used. And Abraham realized that he'd gotten his 
religion all wrong. God didn't want child sacrifice. 
 
This is a story about how religions evolve. 
 
We get our religion wrong all the time. We're sure God 
wills a certain thing, and then we see more clearly that we 
were wrong—and we were blaming our error on God. A 
couple thousand years after Abraham our religion evolved 
some more and we realized God doesn't want burnt 
offerings at all, of any kind. The early church had to 
change its ways regarding the inclusion of Gentiles. For 
centuries we sacrificed the ordination of women and gays 
in the name of what we were sure God willed. And then 
we see them as persons, and our religion changes. 
 
Sometimes we're convinced that to “test us” God wants us 
to sacrifice what is dear to us, like our gifts or our well 
being, or to repress certain movements of our spirit, or 
squelch certain experiences, or undergo certain suffering. 
But it might be otherwise. Are there “children” in your 
soul you have believed God wants you to sacrifice, to do 
without, to kill or cut off? Are they your Isaac, your 
“laughter,” God's beloved, that God does not want you to 
sacrifice but to honor? 
 
Lay aside the knife. Unbind the child. God will bless you, 
not in doing away with what is not yours to kill, but in 
loving that which you've been given to love.          
 

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=148
https://www.unfoldinglight.net/reflections?month=06-2017


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 22:1-14 
 

Why does Abraham do what God asks of him? How does 
the text describe Abraham, and what significance might 
this have in the context of the story? If we take Abraham 
as a model of faith, what does Abraham’s story tell us 
about faith?  The text does not mention Sarah, Abraham’s 
wife and Isaac’s mother. Does this mean that Sarah was 
not a participant in the story, or not? If we think Sarah 
was a participant in the story, how do we imagine she 
participated? What does the text tell us about God? What 
does the text, and our response to it, reveal to us about 
ourselves? Matters of Interpretation 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 13 
 

Who is the author of this Psalm? What is he struggling 
with? Analyzing verses 1-2 and verses 5-6, what is the 
difference in mood?  Can you think of a recent time in 
your life when you were overwhelmed by some or all of 
these feelings expressed in this Psalm? What led to those 
feelings and how did you respond to them?  How do you 
tend to respond to hurts and difficulties in your life? To 
what extent would you say you are honest with God in 
prayer? Why is it so important for us to be honest with 
God? What are the indications that you are trusting in the 
Lord? Woodsedge Message Study, This Day with God, McLean 
Bible Church 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 6:12-23  
 

Why do you think Paul needed to instruct us to make life 
application of something that was a reality? What does it 
mean to not be under law? In modern day times, if a person 
was not subjected to the laws in America would it be 
possible for them to be convicted by it? How many times 
can we blow it? How many times can we fail and go to 
God for grace? How does the world measure success? 
What kind of things do those in the world pursue? What is 
the lasting value of those things (if any)? Grace Provoked 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 10:40-42 

Who has inspired you in the Christian journey? What is the 
"little cup of cold water" that you offer to others?  Why 
might someone not welcome "the promises of God"? How 
did the church move so far away from living in "a place of 
welcome"? Are people "changed for good" by the life and 
ministry of your church?  Weekly Seeds 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Give us eyes to see the deepest needs of people. 

Give us hearts full of love for our neighbors as well 

as for the strangers we meet. 

Help us understand what it means to love others as 

we love ourselves. 

Teach us to care in a way that strengthens those who 

are sick. 

Fill us with generosity so we feed the hungry, clothe 

the naked and give drink to the thirsty. 

Let us be a healing balm to those who are weak and 

lonely and weary by offering our kindness to them. 

May we remember to listen, to smile, to offer a 

helping hand each time the opportunity presents 

itself. 

Give us hearts of courage that we will be brave 

enough to risk loving our enemy. 

Inspire us to go out of our way to include those in the 

margins. 

Help us to be welcoming and inclusive to all who 

come to our door. 

Let us be God’s hospitality in the world. 

 

~ A Sacred Rebel, Grace Rules 

A Cup of Water 

Whoever gives even a cup of cold water 
            to one of these little ones 
            in the name of a disciple 
            —truly I tell you—will not lose their reward.” 
                        ~ Matthew 10.42  

The Holy One will come to you today 
little and weak 
and in need. 
 
You will recognize them at first 
by your fear and antipathy 
and only then see their need 
 
and remember that spring 
gushing up in you 
to eternal life.  

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light  
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