
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is 
absolutely no law, rhyme or reason against taking this 
countercultural approach to what it means to be free. But it’s 
costly. Oh sure, it probably won’t cost you your life, but it 
may cost you popularity, financial gain, that which you 
desire, and even the freedom to be a real jerk to others. We 
are called to die to our own base nature and wear the new 
clothes of Jesus that we put on in baptism. We must rise to a 
new life that requires Holy Spirit guidance. 

We are free. We are free indeed. But we are not free if we 
choose slavery to self and sin. We are free ony when we live 
into the costly grace of Jesus Christ, loving our neighbor and 
being stewards of the good fruits born of the Holy Spirit’s 
planting. 

So what do Paul’s instructions have to do with stewardship? 
Maybe being good stewards of love is what we need in these 
tumultuous times. It has become so easy to bite and snipe and 
hate, to loudly clamor for our own voice to be heard above 
the din, to cut for ourselves a bigger slice of the world’s 
resource pie than is rightfully ours to have. Perhaps in this 
election season, we would do well to cultivate those Spirit 
fruits in hopes of providing an alternative voice and way in 
the midst of the rancor. By serving one another in love we 
serve God, and we are freed to be so much more than we 
could ever be on our own. Dear friends, set your face toward 
the Jerusalem of your heart and determine to love in the face 
of everything and anything this world dishes out. You will 
make a difference in doing so, for you will be the hands, feet, 
and heart of Christ in this world. 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 

Freed to be Free—Really Free 

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, 
and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.  
                                                                    ~ Galatians 5:1 

The epistle lesson for this week begins with a look back at 
one of Paul’s key messages to the Galatian Christians. Jesus 
has freed us to be free. He lived on earth to do this, and he 
died on earth to do this. It was costly, this setting us free, 
and Paul wants to make sure that nobody forgets that. And 
Paul is wise to issue this reminder to stand firm because our 
broken human nature is long on forgetting and 
disremembering. 

Yep. Not only are we prone to forgetting our freedom in 
Christ, we are also given to not remembering why this 
freedom matters or what we are supposed to do with it. The 
freedom we have been given in Christ is not for our self-
indulgence, rather it is to be poured out continually in love 
for God and neighbor. We are given freedom with the 
responsibility to understand and embrace it in a way 

different from how the 
world interprets and uses 
freedom. 

Instead of singing the 
Isley’s brother’s funk 
anthem “It’s your thing/Do 
what you wanna do/I can’t 
tell you/Who to sock it to” 
and blithely marching 
through life to the beat of 
your own personal drum, 
we are called to rewrite 

those words and reframe the cultural heartbeat of freedom 
along the lines of “It’s God’s thing/Do what God tells you 
to/Paul can tell you/ what you need to do.” O.K. my 
apologies for messing with a perfectly fine song, but I hope 
you get the picture. We aren’t to be about doing our own 
thing at the expense of others. We can’t allow our freedom 
to turn into a bloodletting where we fight like a pack of 
wolves, consuming one another in our need to be free on 
our own terms. No. Not at all. 

We are freed to love one another and to bear fruits of a 
different kind: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 
 

What thoughts come for you if you were to hear someone 
say: “Tell me what I may do for you…”? What would 
change if they added the second part of Elijah’s sentence: 
“… before I am taken from you.”? What do you need to 
hear from your family, mentors, and teachers and what do 
you need to say to them?  How might this passage, lived, 
with you making Elijah’s offer to another add gravitas to 
your life’s actions and interactions? UUChristian 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

 
How do you respond when hard times come? What 
questions come to your mind and to whom do you go with 
them? What truths about God does Asaph bring up in vs. 
11-15? In vs. 11-15, the psalmist “remembers,” “ 
meditates,” and “muses” four times. Why does 
remembering what God has done in our lives help us to 
focus on what is true about him? Name one or two 
specific ways that you can record and remember the ways 
in which God has answered your prayers, protected you, 
and acted on your behalf. List the attributes and actions of 
God listed. What do these verses teach you about God? In 
what specific ways does meditating on these truths build 
your faith? New Life 

____3rd Reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25  
 

What was Paul’s concern regarding the freedom the 
Galatian Christians had in Christ?  What will keep us 
from carrying out “the desires of the flesh”? What two 
things are in opposition to one another and what is the 
result? What should lead us as Christians and what is the 
result? What is the first observation Paul makes about 
“the deeds of the flesh”? What warning does Paul give 
regarding “the deeds of the flesh”? What observation does 
Paul make about “the fruit of the Spirit?” What have 
“those who belong to Jesus Christ” done? What should 
those who live by the Spirit do? What does this mean? 
What should they not do? How might this be a temptation 
to those who live by the Spirit? Ashville Church of Christ 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 9:51-62   

 
What’s the distinction between being a fan of Jesus and 
being a follower? What are some of the similarities? What 
might be some of the differences? How can you tell the 
difference? So far in the Gospel of Luke, we have seen 
Jesus tell his disciples that he must go and behanded over 
into the hands of men to be beaten and crucified. They 
didn’t seem to get it. Luke tells us that Jesus set his face 
to go to Jerusalem. What does that image indicate? Luke 
highlights the reaction of James and John. What did they 
want to do? Why? How is this attitude completely 
contradictory to what Jesus had aught them earlier? Look 
at the three responses that Jesus gave to people 
considering following him. How would you summarize 
what Jesus is stressing in his responses? Think about 
Christ’s singular devotion to making atonement for 
people like us? What did he give up for us? In other 
words, if he set his face towards Jerusalem, how should 
we set our faces? How does this text help you understand 
your need for Jesus? How does this text challenge you to 
follow him? New City Church Calgary 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

...Let us live in the spirit, walk in the spirit 
with lives that show the fruit of the spirit. 
May we treat each other with the love, patience, g 
goodness, gentleness, and kindness that comes from 
you. May we be faithful to you. May we master self -
control. May the spirit lead us in our days. 
Lord sometimes our days are like whirlwinds full of 
activities, meetings, and business. 
We don’t know whether we are coming or going, 
And we need a double portion of Elijah’s and 
Elisha’s spirit to make it. 
Slow us down, focus us, make us to rest in you. 
May we find our peace and joy in you. 
Thank you again for our freedom. Amen 

~ Rev. Abi, revgalblogpals 

Costly grace is the sanctuary of God; it has to be 
protected from the world, and not thrown to the dogs. It 
is therefore the living word, the Word of God, which he 
speaks as it pleases him. Costly grace confronts us as a 
gracious call to follow Jesus. It comes as a word of 
forgiveness to the broken spirit and the contrite heart. 
Grace is costly because it compels a man to submit to 
the yoke of Christ and follow him; it is grace because 
Jesus says: “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
~ Dietrich Bonhoeffer 1906-1945, The Cost of Discipleship  
   via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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