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Real Losers 

Easy is not always the answer. In fact, most things 
truly worth having require expenditures of time, 
effort, and energy. Why should we expect the life of 
faith to be any different? If Jesus’ life and ministry 
and the paths of his early followers are our model, 
most of us are in real trouble! 

In the 21st century, it’s the exception rather than the 
norm to be persecuted for one’s faith or to risk losing 
one’s life to follow Jesus. For the developed world, 
it’s more the case that one will be ignored altogether 
as irrelevant and out of touch with reality. We 
Christians no longer dominate the culture. In the face 
of this reality, maybe we all ought to be whimpering 
and lamenting what we’ve become. 

Where is Christ’s church growing the most and the 
fastest? It doesn’t take a Ph.D. to figure that one out. 
Just look to the places where there is poverty, 
difficulty, famine, and strife; there you’ll find the 
church growing. There you’ll find disciples in the 
making. And there you’ll find Jesus in the midst of 
pain and suffering lifting up his people, strengthening 
them, and abiding with them. Of course, Jesus loves 
the rich and privileged, too, but it’s a lot more 
difficult to see Jesus when you don’t really need him 
or have room for him in your already full and 
satisfying life. 

Consider this a “burr under the saddle” kind of 
Sunday. Yes, there’s grace in the gospel, but this 
week it’s all wrapped up in a bitter reality of the real 
cost of discipleship. Jesus makes it abundantly clear 
that a partial commitment doesn’t cut it. He wants 
each and every one of us, AND, he wants all of us. 
Every last hair on our heads, every ounce of our 
energy and dedication; Jesus demands our full 
participation. 

Want to find real life? You gotta lose everything that 
stands in between you and Jesus. No fooling. No 

justifications. It’s an all or nothing proposition that 
we can’t accomplish on our own. Thankfully, that’s 
where the Holy Spirit and the merciful love and 
grace of God comes into play. So go ahead, faithful 
servant. Put all your cards on the table; lay your soul 
bare and leave nothing in the pulpit. Know that God 
is with you. The bread and cup await you. You are 
not alone, but you have to be a loser to be a keeper 
in the divine economy. Trust the one who lost it all 
for you–it’s a win/win proposition. 

~ an excerpt by Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

 
June 25, 2017  
Proper 7A/Ordinary 12A/Pentecost +3  
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Genesis 21:8-21 ◦ Psalm 86:1-10  
◦ Romans 6:1b-11 ◦ Matthew 10:24-39  

Those who, in the biblical phrase, would save 

their lives—that is, those who want to get along, 

who don’t want commitments, who don’t want 

to get into problems, who want to stay outside 

of a situation that demands the involvement of 

all of us—they will lose their lives. What a terri-

ble thing to have lived quite comfortably, with 

no suffering, not getting involved in problems, 

quite tranquil, quite settled, with good connec-

tions politically, economically, socially—lacking 

nothing, having everything. To what good? They 

will lose their lives. 

- Oscar Romero 1917-1980 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2014/06/real-losers/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 21:8-21 
 

Ishmael is at least 15 years old now. Put yourself in his 
place, why would Ishmael make fun of Isaac?  Why is 
Sarah making such a demand?  According to Sarah, 
Ishmael is whose son?  Is this true?  Abraham, showing 
weakness, let Sarah mistreat Hagar before. What do you 
think is going through his mind now?  How can God ask 
Abraham not to be upset about losing his first born son?  
Abraham is rich. What do you think about Abraham 
sending his first born son and his second wife away with 
only food and water strapped to Hagar's back?  Things 
turn out badly, as you might expect they would.  Hagar 
thinks her son is going to die, and she begins to cry. Is 
Hagar praying to God for help? How about the boy - he is 
old enough to know to pray?  Any reasons why they 
might not be praying?  Who initiates the help to Hagar 
and her son?   Consider how God "fixes" the problem. 
What lesson can you learn from this for your life?  Is God 
trustworthy even when your whole world is coming 
apart? GoBible.com 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 86:1-10  

 
In the first two verses, David says two things that speak to 
his situation and to his faith. What are they?  Looking at 
this prayer as an example of how we can go to God in 
conversation, what do these two statements by David 
teach us about how we might approach God when we are 
needy?   In your own words, what does it mean to lift up 
your soul? Can you think of a time in your life where you 
lifted up your soul to God? What did it feel like to go to 
God in such a vulnerable way?  How does your 
communication with God stack up to the example we see 
here? Are you close to sharing the same emotions as 
David? Or are you far away?  What’s the relationship 
between how well you know God and the vibrancy of 
your prayer life?  YouthMinstry360 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 6:1b-11  

If God is going to forgive me for my sins, why shouldn’t I 
just continue sinning?  What does it mean that we’ve died 
to sin and been baptized into Christ’s death?  How have 
you personally experienced new life in Christ recently?  
How is it possible that Paul can call us slaves to sin outside 
of Christ when there are so many unbelievers that seem to 
be genuinely good people? How does the fact that a 
believer’s old self is crucified in Christ practically affect 
your regular life?  How do we share in Christ death and 
resurrection as Christians?  What does it mean to you to 
practically count ourselves dead to sin and alive to Christ?  
Summit View Church 
 

____4th Reading:  Matthew 10:24-39  
 

What is your greatest loyalty?  Did the martyrs and heroes 
of the early church have a different call from ours?  Does 
discipleship have to be costly? Why or why not?  What do 
we Christians mean by the phrase, "the cross," today?  
How do you experience God's love as tenderly watchful, 
even in the face of hardship, deprivation, uncertainty and 
division?  Weekly Seeds 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

O Lord Jesus, 
gentle and humble of heart, 
full of compassion and maker of peace, 
you lived in poverty and suffered persecution for the 
cause of justice. 
You chose the Cross as the path to glory to show us 
the way of salvation. 
May we receive the word of the Gospel joyfully 
and live by your example as heirs and citizens of your 
kingdom. Amen. 

~ Catholic Forum  

Pema Chodron is my go-to gal on fear. When Things 

Fall Apart has helped me through many a pulling myself 

back together again. She says: recognize fear. Lean into 

fear. Work with fear. Appreciating fear is the foundation 

of sanity. Fear itself is the vanguard of wisdom, the 

vanguard of courage. She says, don't go into life just for 

good feelings, but acknowledge and touch what is 

uncomfortable and unpleasant. (Good advice for the 

departing disciple, since the mission itself implies 

hardship.) Place your fear in the cradle of loving-

kindness, she says. And be kind to yourself first of all 

because without kindness toward your own self you're 

not going to be able to summon up mercy for other 

people. (What does bearing the Good News mean but 

to offer mercy and loving-kindness?) 

 

But all this takes practice. So as the old Benedictine 

monks say, “lento, lento, lento,” slowly, slowly, 

slowly practice day by day. If I practice leaning into my 

fear, I can actually transform my fear toward loving-

kindness. Sounds efficient. 

So, do not fear, says Jesus. Okay, say I. Just give me a 

little more time to practice befriending my fear. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
http://www.gobible.org/study/426.php
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
https://youthministry360.com/sites/youthministry360.com/files/users/imce/u-19/Reach_prev_Ldr_Stud_Guide.pdf
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
http://summitview.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/Romans-Study-Questions.pdf
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
http://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit_weekly-seeds_god-hears-god-cares
http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/pray0483.htm
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/proper7a.html

