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When Stewardship Means Letting Go 

If your first concern is to look after yourself, you’ll never 
find yourself. 

But if you forget about yourself and look to me, you’ll find 

both yourself and me. 

~ Matthew 10:39, The Message 

The gospel lesson for the sixth Sunday after Pentecost is a 

challenging one. Jesus tells his disciples that’s it’s not 
easy to follow him, especially by the world’s standards. 
Jesus did not come to make life warm and fuzzy nor clear 

and cozy. The reason God took on human form was to 
save the world, and we as followers of Christ are called to 
take an active part this activity. Yes, of course this text has 

eschatological overtones, but it seems to me there are also 
some marching orders for the here and now included. 

Discipleship quite often puts us squarely at odds with the 

way the world works, with the structures of society and 
the systems of the status quo. Contemporary culture puts 
great emphasis on “finding oneself,” on self-actualization, 

and on “looking out for number one.” Jesus, however, 
says exactly the opposite. If we really want to find our 
purpose in life, if we truly want to understand who we are 

and for what purpose we have been created, Jesus says 
look to him. Not only will we find ourselves, we’ll find 
what really matters and what will last for all time. 

Exactly what does this mean? First of all, we need to be 
intimately acquainted with Jesus’ teachings. We need to 
pray, read, and study scripture. It’s pretty hard to do the 

will of God if we’re not exactly sure what that involves. 
Making scripture an integral part of our life is 
countercultural in this post-Christian world, in a culture 

where the Bible has finally lost its number one sales 
position to Harry Potter. 

Along with the spiritual disciplines of prayer and study, 

we are also called to see that our houses and affairs are in 
order. In a culture of spend, spend, spend, and borrow, 
borrow, borrow, this means learning to live at or beneath 

our means so that we have the freedom to give, give, and 
give some more to further God’s work in this world. It 
means learning to be content with enough and working to 

stem the tide of greedy consumption of our world’s 
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resources. It means sharing our blessings generously with 

others, always living from the perspective of abundance 
rather than scarcity. 

Looking to Jesus also involves going to society’s margins 

and being willing to spend time there getting to know the 
poor, the hungry, and the oppressed, all the people for 
whom Jesus clearly has a special place in his heart. It means 

speaking on behalf of those who have no voice and actively 
working for justice. We are called to speak not only with 
our mouths and our pens, but also with our consumer 

choices and lifestyles. Everything we do and say matters. 

So remember that being a good and faithful steward and 
disciple means letting go of all that would distract us in this 

world, of anything that keeps us from seeing Jesus. Look to 
the cross, not in the mirror. Only by keeping our eyes, heart, 
and actions focused on the one who came to save us will we 

find both ourselves and eternal life with God. 

~ Sharron R Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

Looking to Jesus also involves 

going to society’s margins and 

being willing to spend time 

there ...it means speaking on behalf 

of those who have no voice and 

actively working for justice.  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
https://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2008/06/when-stewardship-means-letting-go/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 21:8-21 
 

Who can you relate to here? Who is the most foreign to 
you? What do you think is happening emotionally for 
Sarah, Abraham, Hagar?  What is happening with Sarai 

that she takes matters into her own hands?  Why does 
Hagar matter? How does Hagar point us to Jesus? What 
was God doing or saying to Sarai/Sarah, Abram/

Abraham, or Hagar that God might also be saying to you 
today?  Where do you see yourself or your life in this 
passage?  Calvin University 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 86:1-10 
 

How does David try to persuade God to help him in this 
psalm?  What are the mighty works of God mentioned in 
this psalm?  Give several examples of visible signs of 

God’s goodness, in the history of the people of God, that 
put the enemy to shame.  Where do we get courage for the 
battle? Do we have that undivided heart that lives in the 

fear of God?  How do we know that we are “on God’s 
side?”  Generations 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 6:1b-11  
 

In what sense does baptism bring about our union with 
Christ?  Is Paul referring to a figurative "death" to sin, or to 

a kind of historical, actual death? Whose death is he 
talking about? How does this death become our own? To 
what degree is this just theological mumbo-jumbo or does 

it have some basis in reality?  In what way has our "body 
of sin," our "flesh," our old nature been made powerless 
because of our crucifixion with Christ? What difference 

does this understanding make in our struggles against 
temptation?  What does it mean to "reckon, consider, 
count" in verse 11? Does this actually mean that we are 

convincing ourselves of something that isn't really true? 
What will be the effect in our lives if we actually do 
consider it to be true that we died with Christ's death with 

regard to sin?  Jesus Walk 

 

____4th Reading:  Matthew 10:24-39 

How many hairs are on your head?  Take a guess.   Jesus 
instructs His apostles to be bold in their witness by 
preaching what they hear in the dark and in their ear in the 

light and from the housetops. He gives them an eternal 
perspective on their preaching and mentions two seemingly 
unimportant items: sparrows and the number of hairs on 

their heads. Why does Jesus want them to be aware of His 
Father’s intimate knowledge of their lives?  Why is it 
important to boldly tell others (confess) about Jesus?  What 

is the cost of being a disciple and apostle of Jesus Christ? 
Does discipleship have to be costly?  How do you 
experience God's love as tenderly watchful, even in the 

face of hardship, deprivation, uncertainty and division?  
Weekly Seeds, Calvary Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of the impossible, 
We pray for justice, peace and reconciliation; 
When the challenges seem too many, 
Remind us of your resurrection power; 
When the task seems overwhelming, 
Remind us of the miracle of love; 
And when apathy threatens us, 
Remind us of your vision of a world made whole. 
Help us to hope that the impossible can happen 
And live as if it might do so today. Amen. 
 
~ from Creation Sings Your Praise, edited by Annabel 
Shilson-Thomas, Christian Aid Website 

Am I afraid to die? I am every time I let myself be 
seduced by the noisy voices in my world telling me 
that my ‘little life’ is all I have and advising me to 
cling to it with all my might. But when I let these 
voices move to the background of my life and listen 
to that small soft voice calling me the Beloved, I 
know that there is nothing to fear and that dying is the 
greatest act of love, the act that leads me into the 
eternal embrace of my God whose love is everlasting. 

~ Henri J. M. Nouwen 1932-1996, Life of the Beloved via 
Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

Each person has inside a basic decency and 

goodness. If he listens to it and acts on it, he is 

giving a great deal of what it is the world 

needs most. It is not complicated but it takes 

courage. It takes courage for a person to 

listen to his own goodness and act on it. 

 

~ Pablo Cascals 1876-1973  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
https://calvin.edu/dotAsset/25522007-726d-4c8b-b630-66e812f6ed86.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
https://www.generations.org/devotionals/99
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
http://www.jesuswalk.com/christ-power/3_united.htm
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=147
https://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit_weekly-seeds_god-hears-god-cares
http://audio.calvaryabq.org/podcasts/20120201_studyguide.pdf
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/proper7a.html

