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Raging in Fear 

Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing? 

Have you ever felt like this? Have you ever felt like you 
were sinking in a raging sea, and no matter how hard you 
prayed, and how intently you looked for Jesus, Jesus just 
didn’t seem to be listening? 

Did you ever feel like you would hit the bottom of the sea 
before Jesus ever got around to doing anything about it? 

Have you ever asked out loud: Why? Why me? What did I 
do to deserve this? O God, do you even care? 

…Yeah, me too… 

So, I think that this story from Mark 4, of Jesus calming 
the sea, is an interesting one. And while I don’t waste any 
time questioning the historicity of the Gospel accounts, I 
want to say up front that I think that there is more going 
on here than Mark just recording a stormy evening in the 
life of Jesus. 

I think that this is Mark speaking directly to the Church, to 
the early church and to us: There will be times when you 
feel like your boat is being swamped. And, when that 
happens, do not be afraid. Jesus does care. Jesus is there. 
Jesus will calm the storm. 

Of course, Mark is a wartime Gospel. Written either just 
before, or just after, the destruction of Jerusalem—God’s 
people had great reason to think that they were sinking. 
Their whole world was crashing in on them. People were 
dying. Everything that they had held holy was being 
thrown down. 

And here we have Jesus speaking to the People of God, 
telling them: Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith? 

It can’t be said enough: God never, ever, ever promises 
that nothing bad will ever happen. God never promises 
smooth sailing and blue skies every day. If you think that 
God promises this, you haven’t read your Bible lately. 

What God does promise is that when the world comes 
crashing down, God is right there with us. Jesus is there 
with us, in the sinking boat. 

This is an important part of the story: Jesus isn’t elsewhere. 
He isn’t in some cush-y palace somewhere eating olives and 
hummus. 

He is in the boat with the disciples. Sinking. 

And then he calms the storm. 

So, maybe the world is crashing in on you today. Maybe it 
was yesterday. And then again, maybe it will be tomorrow. 

But, whenever it does—and it’s not a matter of “if”, but 
“when”—whatever you think, and whatever your prayer, 
know that you haven’t been abandoned. God isn’t on a 
lunch break. God isn’t out for you. 

God is with you. And all you need is enough faith to get you 
through to the moment when Jesus speaks, “Peace. Be still.” 

~ Rick Morley, a garden path 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

June 20, 2021 
Proper 7B/Ordinary 12B/Pentecost 5 
 

The readings this week: 
◦ 1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49   
◦ Psalm 9:9-20  ◦ 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 ◦ Mark 4:35-41  

When your love contracts 

in anger, the atmosphere 

itself feels threatening. 

But when you’re 

expansive, no matter 

what the weather, you’re 

in an open, windy field 

with friends.  

 

~ Rumi 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=207
http://www.rickmorley.com/archives/1666


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 
 

What is the significance of Jonathan stripping himself of 
his armor and giving it to David? Consider the importance 
of role in Jewish society. How might God’s grace and 
presence be breaking through in the more dramatic 
moments and areas of our lives? What kinds of invisible 
armor do we need to remove? The Episcopal Church   
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 9:9-20   
 

God’s enemies and the enemies of His people will perish. 
Is this an encouragement to you? Why or why not? Where 
will you be found when God’s judgment has come to 
fully and finally pass? Do you tell God’s deeds among the 
peoples? What is your driving motivation? What are your 
motivations for asking God to be gracious to you? Does 
this align with the David’s desire to see God praised, or 
does your desire for God’s grace in your life align more 
with a selfish desire to take it as an opportunity to indulge 
the flesh? Why is it a good thing to ask God to not let 
men prevail? Why is it a good thing for men and women 
that God would prevail and not men? Redeemer Baptist 
Church 

____3rd Reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13  
 

Why did Paul try to persuade the Corinthians to respond to 
God’s Word? Why should we listen carefully to the 
message about Christ? Whose authority did Paul claim? 
What does this passage say about Paul’s attitude toward 
the ministry of sharing the gospel? What does this passage 
say about the cost of being Christ’s disciple? What price 
did Paul pay for following Christ? What kind of weapons 
did Paul use? How did the accusations against Paul differ 
from the reality Paul experienced as an ambassador for 
Christ? In what way was Paul poor yet rich? To what 
lengths did Paul go to show his love for the Corinthians? 
DE Lessons 

 
____4th Reading: Mark 4:35-41 

 
What are some of the figurative storms you’ve had in your 
life? Times where things have felt chaotic, unsettled, and 
made you feel afraid or uncomfortable? The disciples wake 
Jesus up with a question. Why do you think people often 
ask questions like, “why, why me, why now, why them, 
God why can’t you stop it” in the middle of storms that 
affect our lives? Do you wonder if any of the disciples 
thought to ask for help? I mean, they literally had Jesus in 
the boat, and not one of those followers thought to ask, 
“Jesus, can you help us? Can you tell us what to do, Jesus? 
Do you know how to save us?” Instead, the disciples 
jumped straight to “Don’t you even care?” In verse 40, do 
you think Jesus was reprimanding his disciples for being 
faithless and fearful? Was Jesus feeling upset, or do you 
think he was asking that question out of genuine concern? 
How can we work to spread hope to others who are 
weathering storms? Discipleship Ministry 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

The worst storms, Jesus, are the ones caused 
by our fear, 
when we grow afraid of losing our power, 
or we grow suspicious of the power of others, 
when we refuse to acknowledge your mysterious 
authority; 
Yet, it's in the storm that we find our capacity to love. 
In releasing our weak claim to power 
and opening to your reign, 
we discover a new way of seeing ourselves - 
as called and useful and beloved - 
and the other, whoever they may be - 
as dignified and precious and beloved. 
Here in the storm, Jesus, we need you, and we need 
each other, 
and the love you give us to share, 
leads us through sacrifice and self-giving 
to peace and calm, 
if only we will loose our hold on fear. 
Amen. 
 

~ John van de Laar, Sacredise.com 

No amount of word-making will ever make a single 
soul to know these mountains.  As well seek to warm 
the naked and frost bitten by lectures on caloric and 
pictures of flame.  One day’s exposure to mountains 
is better than carloads of books.  See how willingly 
Nature poses herself upon photographer’s plates.  No 
earthly chemicals are so sensitive as those of the 
human soul.  All that is required is exposure, and 
purity of material.  The pure in heart shall see God!  

…  Come to the woods, for here is rest. … The 
galling harness of civilization drops off, and we are 

healed ere we are aware. 
 

~ John Muir  1838-1914, via Suzanne Guthrie,  
At the Edge of Enclosure 
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https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=207
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