
How many times have you heard that said? Too much 
change! Too fast! Church Meetings, Town Planning 

Meetings, Football Clubs, the Hairdressers, you name 
a place, it’s been said there! 

So Jesus got back in the boat and set off. The man 
whom he had delivered from the demons asked to go 
with him, but he sent him back, saying, “Go home and 
tell everything God did in you.” So he went back and 

preached all over town everything Jesus had done in 
him. 

Change had to come at the right pace … so Jesus 
pushed off and left his man in place. And that’s the 
lesson for us all.  

We are God’s game changers. He is continuing to 
work his miracle in our lives and we have to tell others 
about it. We have to change things. We have to accept 

the change God wants to make in our lives, and we 
have to help change the lives of those around us. 
Fantastic stuff, can’t keep it to myself. 

Got to go. Got a tram to catch. 

~ Neil Chappell, a weird thing 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

All Change 

Wow. Oldham is changing. I think it was four years 

ago now that the trains between Oldham and 
Manchester ceased as preparation work began on the 
Metrolink Tram System extension from Manchester to 

Rochdale via Oldham. 

For years the gateway image of Oldham had been the 

Seton Tubular Bandage Bridge at Mumps Roundabout 
… but that was demolished to make way for the tram. 

A year ago the trams between Oldham and Manchester 

started running on the old rail route … whilst the new 
town center route was being created. That creation is 
still ongoing, and the main thoroughfare through 

Union Street is unrecognizable. It has caused chaos. 
Shoppers have deserted the town centre because of the 
difficulties faced in getting into town, retailers have 

moved or gone to the wall. The price of change can 
sometimes be very high. 

Will all the upheaval be worth it? I’m wholeheartedly 

behind it. I think it will be a tremendous boon for the 
town, improving transport links and ease of mobility, 
will enhance retail, leisure and business opportunities. 

I’m very optimistic … I’m all for change! 

Many would not disagree with that sentiment … and 

with regard to the arrival of trams most would say 
change has not been quick enough. It slowness has 
taken its toll. 

We often get caught in the middle of this change 
debate … should it be quick or slow, all or nothing? 

This is why I love this passage from Luke gospel. 
Eugene Peterson in The Message version of the Bible 
quite wonderful entitles this passage “The Madman 

and the Pigs”. I shall enjoy preaching on this passage 
this weekend, the whole story enthrals me. And for me, 
the real story comes right at the end. 

Later, a great many people from the Gerasene 
countryside got together and asked Jesus to leave—too 

much change, too fast, and they were scared. 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a  
 

What did Elijah request from God? What did God give 
instead? Where did God finally lead Elijah, and how did 
God provide for Elijah’s long journey? Twice God asks: 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” Was this question for 
God’s benefit, or Elijah’s? Consider the answer that 
Elijah gives twice to God. What is his tone? What does he 
say about himself? What does he say about others? What 
is Elijah tacitly saying about (and to) God? Despite all 
this, does God seem angry? Think about the things Elijah 
experienced – the wind, the earthquake and the fire. Why 
do these seem like appropriate ways for God to appear? 
Why do you think, in Elijah’s situation, God chose to be 
revealed in the whisper instead? Why do you think God 
chose not to answer Elijah’s complaints? What does God 
do instead? Have you ever felt like Elijah, fearful and 
bitter? What does this passage teach us about the value of 
being honest with God? Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 42  

 
In Psalm 42, the writer felt overwhelmed and 
discouraged. How do you cope with those kinds of things 
-- discouragement, despair, depression? What do you long 
for when you feel overwhelmed? What can you learn 
from the psalmist about responding to those seasons of 
difficulty? Two times in Psalm 42, the psalmist writes, 
“hope in God.” What are some common places that 
people look for their hope? Which of those do you find 
yourself looking to most in struggle? What does it look 
like to hope in God? How can you practically place your 
hope in God the next time you face difficulty?  Are you 
more accustomed to listening to yourself, or talking to 
yourself? What can you learn about self-counseling from 
Psalm 42? Gospel Grace Church 

____3rd Reading: Galatians 3:23-29  
 

What is the good news in this passage? Will God go back 
on His promise? Why or why not? Why we can have 
confidence in God’s promises to us? What purpose does 
the law serve? How is the promise received? What is the 
promise? Compare how Paul describes life under the law 
and life after Christ came. What kind of adjectives does 
he use to describe each, and why? The law can often be 
viewed negatively or even as drudgery. What is the 
purpose of the law, according to Paul? What does it mean 
to be baptized into Christ? What is the significance of this 
for the Believer? Galatians 3:3 reminds us that we cannot 
add to faith. What are some ways that you are tempted to 
add to faith or trust in what you are doing to merit 
something from God? Paul says all those who are in 
Christ are sons and daughters of God through faith. How 
does this identity impact you personally? The way you 
view yourself? Your actions? Citadel Square Church 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 8:26-39 

 
Where did Jesus and his disciples land? What kind of 
place was this? Who met them? Describe this man's 
appearance and lifestyle. What do his actions reveal about 
him? What was his problem? How might he have come to 
be demon possessed? What did Jesus do when he saw this 
demon-possessed man? What did the man do when he 
saw Jesus? Why did he react so strongly to Jesus' 
command? What did Jesus say to the man? Why did Jesus 
ask his name? How did he reply? What did the demons 
beg of Jesus? Why did Jesus consent? What happened to 
the pigs? To the man? What was the result for Jesus? 
What does Jesus teach about the value of one man? What 
did the man from whom the demons went out beg of 
Jesus? What did Jesus tell him to do? How did this man 
show that he remembered God's grace? Why is this 
important? University Bible Fellowship 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

O God who is greater than the most 
powerful forces in this world, enable us 
to be still and know that You are God. 

O Lord who answers out of the 
whirlwind of everyday life, breathe in 
us Your Holy Spirit to strengthen, 
comfort, and guide us in the midst of 
the storm. 

O still, small voice, speak to us this 
hour that we might become makers of 
Your peace in our homes, in our 
communities, in our world. 

We pray all this in the name of the One 
who calmed the raging sea. Amen. 
                               

                                                                                      ~ My Redeemer Lives 

For those who have dwelt in depression's dark wood, 
and known its inexplicable agony, their return from the 
abyss is not unlike the ascent of the poet, trudging 
upward and upward out of hell's black depths and at 
last emerging into what he saw as "the shining world." 
There, whoever has been restored to health has almost 
always been restored to the capacity for serenity and 
joy, and this may be indemnity enough for having 
endured the despair beyond despair. 
 
E quindi uscimmo a riveder le stelle. 
And so we came forth, and once again beheld the stars. 
 
~ William Styron 1925-2006, Darkness Visible (and Dante 
quote), via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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