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Wisdom’s Three-in-One Dance 
 
On this Trinity Sunday, a day we celebrate image of God 
that is so unique to Christianity, our Three Persons-in-One 
God, I am moved by the flow of our four scriptures. They 
take us on a cosmic journey. First we are swept up in the 
grand flow of creation’s movement through time and 
eternity through the call of Lady Wisdom in Proverbs. Our 
rightful role and place in the God’s grand scheme is 
revealed in the song of the psalmist. Then Paul in his letter 
to the Roman church sweeps us into the stream of 
dynamic personal and communal faith revealed by God in 
the gift of Jesus the Christ. Finally we Jesus himself 
reminds us that the journey with the Spirit never ends. 
Jesus says that God’s animating Spirit of truth – that same 
Spirit that dances with Wisdom before the beginning of 
the world, sings praise with human and angelic voices, 
and reassures Christ’s community of hope in the midst of 
suffering through the preaching of Paul – “will declare to 
you the things that are to come.” The Spirit speaks what 
the Spirit hears from God revealed by Jesus and the 
revelation will not end. 
 
I have always wanted to craft a story about Wisdom, that 
powerful female proclaimer, in Proverbs 8. (Yet to do it!) 
I would supplement the text with other texts, such as the 
vision of Psalm 8 and the apocryphal Book of Wisdom. 
What story does your congregation need to hear about 
Wisdom? Do they need to be reminded to listen and pay 
attention in the surprising places God’s Wisdom calls to 
them – from “the heights, beside the way, at the 
crossroads … ; beside the gates in front of the town, at the 
entrance of the portals?” Do they need motivation to 
answer Wisdom’s call to action in the world?  
 
In Feasting on the Word Lectionary Commentary, Volume 
3, Year C, Jeff Paschal writes a story of Wisdom in his 
homiletical perspective on Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31. Perhaps 
his story can inspire one of your own. 
 
“I was out shopping yesterday, and whom did I run into? 
Wisdom. Yeah, there she was. She called me over and we 
began talking. Wisdom and I. Then, I went down to the 
courthouse, and there she was again, make a plea for 
justice in some dingy courtroom where somebody had 
been unjustly accused. After that, I dropped by the school, 
and she had gotten there ahead of me, calling for students 
and teachers alike to seek truth. Then I went for a walk in 
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the words, moving along the trail in quiet meditation. 
Wisdom snuck up on me and said, “Now that we are alone, 
I have something I want to share with you, a present I you 
to enjoy. You know, I have been around a long time, really 
before the beginning of time. I have been whirling and 
dancing with God all along. I am God’s delight, laughing 
and playing. I want you to know the lightness of spirit and 
gladness that come when you welcome me. Will you set 
aside those thoughts, words, deeds that make life heavy 
and sad for you and others? Will you come and laugh and 
play with me? Will you come and dance with me? Will 
you?”[i] 
 
How does the wisdom of God come to us in the mysterious 
image of the Trinity? In the story above Wisdom invites us 
into a lightness of being that comes from God. Can this 
lightness – not triviality – but movement and passion, 
creativity and celebration, be the interplay of the three 
aspects of God in our lives? Writing to a Christian 
community in the heart of the Roman Empire, Paul gives 
us a classic Greek rhetorical argument for faith based in 
the ancient Jewish story of Abraham, “the father of many 
nations.” The followers of Christ in Rome are assured of 
God’s promises in this lyrical passage that dances through 
the connections we have in grace with God as Three in 
One. “…we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” ultimately “because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us” (Romans 5:1,5). The God we know as Creator, 
Christ and Holy Spirit moves us with us through the glory 
and struggle of life as struggle produces endurance, 
endurance produces 
character and character 
produces hope which 
does not disappoint. 
Hope is grounded in the 
interplay of God 
working within us and 
within the community 
of faith. 
 
Blessings on your story 
journey as we enter into 
the season of Pentecost, 
 
~ An excerpt from ane 
Anne Ferguson, Wisdom’s 
Three-in-One Dance, 
Sermon Stories 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=262
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
 

What wisdom might be gained in sitting still for twenty 
minutes and paying attention to our surroundings? What 
difference does it make to speak of wisdom as something 
of the heart rather than of the head? What might we learn 
about God, and about wisdom, "in the most public of 
places"? Does the universe make sense to you? Where do 
you see order, and where do you see chaos? What's the 
"proper" next step after awe? Weekly Seeds, United Church 
of Christ  
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 8  

Have you spent any time lately stargazing? Spend some 
time looking at the recent pictures from space or go out 
and gaze at a clear night sky. Can you make the same 
conclusion as the Psalmist in Psalm 8:4? Examine verses 
1 and 9. Who wrote the Psalm? How do these verses 
differ? How are they the same?  What does the Psalmist 
say that He has done to His splendor?  Where does 
General David (the Psalmist) say God has established 
strength?  For what purpose has God done this?  What are 
the objects that the Psalmist is meditating on in Psalm 
8:3?  After such meditating, does he think God should 
think highly of man?  What are two things that God 
crowned man with?  What position did God make man 
over the earth?  Foundations for Freedom 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 5:1-5  
 

How do most people you encounter in your day to day life 
address the concept of suffering?  What does it mean that 
we are reconciled to (or, “have peace with”) God who 
justifies us through faith in his Son?  What does it mean to 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God? In what ways does the 
sinful world lure us to find joy in counterfeit peace, hope, 
glory, and love?  How is the Christian’s view of suffering 
different from others?  How does the Holy Spirit help you 
to know and trust the love of God, especially in times of 
trial? How have you have experienced this?  How can you 
intentionally rejoice these truths? Blacksburg Christian 
Fellowship 

 
____4th Reading:  John 16:12-15  

 
How do you explain God as Trinity to someone?  Why do 
you think Jesus claimed that his disciples could not bear to 
hear the things he had to say? To what degree might that 
still hold true and why? In what way do you think the 
“Spirit of truth” talked about here might guide Jesus’ 
followers into “all the truth?”  What might “all the truth” 
mean, either in the original disciples’ context or yours?  
What do you think Jesus means when he says “All that the 
Father has is mine?”  In what ways does “declaring” God’s 
possessions glorify Jesus, and why is it important to do so?  
If God and faith can be so difficult to explain in simple 
terms what do we gain from making the attempt?   
Faith Element 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the 
universe and the beginning of time, you are the triune 
God: the Author of creation, the eternal Word of 
salvation, and the life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide 
us to all truth by your Spirit, that we may proclaim all 
that Christ revealed and rejoice in the glory he shared 
with us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.  
 

~ Daniel Hazard, Wisdom Calls, Weekly Seeds,  
United Church of Christ 

 

And the deep wisdom of the Trinity is our Mother, in 
whom we are enclosed. And the high goodness of the 

Trinity is our Lord, and in him we are enclosed and he 

in us. We are enclosed in the Father, and we are 
enclosed in the Son, and we are enclosed in the Holy 

Spirit. And the Father is enclosed in us, the Son is 

enclosed in us, and the Holy Spirit is enclosed in us, 
almighty, all wisdom and all goodness, one God, one 

Lord. 
 

~ Julian of Norwich   

I arise today 
Through a mighty strength, 
   the invocation of the 
Trinity, 
Through a belief in the 
Threeness, 
Through confession of the 
Oneness 
Of the Creator of creation. 

~ Lorica of St. Patrick 
Celtic Trinity Knot 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=262
https://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit_weekly-seeds_wisdom-calls
https://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit_weekly-seeds_wisdom-calls
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=262
https://www.foundationsforfreedom.net/References/OT/Poetical/Psalms/Psalm008Questions.html
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=262
http://blacksburgchristianfellowship.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Romans-51ff-Peace-with-God-HG-Discussion-Questions.pdf
http://blacksburgchristianfellowship.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Romans-51ff-Peace-with-God-HG-Discussion-Questions.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=262
https://faithelement.net/8-21-mix-starter/
https://www.ucc.org/feed-your-spirit_weekly-seeds_wisdom-calls

