
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 

Stewardship and Radical Risk Taking 
 
How do you hear this week’s gospel lesson? Do you 
find it encouraging and inspiring? Does it make you 
champ at the bit to fling wide those church doors and 
hit the streets of your mission field running? Or does it 
terrify you right into stasis, into clinging to the way 
things used to be? Chances are there’s more terror in 
this text than any other emotion—at least for most 
folks—but there is also so many good things to learn 
and practice if we’re willing to step out of our comfort 
zones and trust. 
 
Good stewards know that faithful ministry and mission 
create an uncertain (and potentially volatile) mix of 
sound management and radical risk-taking. The gospel 
is too precious to keep to ourselves, yet sharing it forces 
us to go out into the world as Jesus and his disciples 
did. It’s something for which many Christians, even 
those with expensive seminary degrees, feel woefully 
under-prepared. Teaching and proclaiming the good 
news is a high enough order, but what do we do about 
curing disease and sickness? Are we ready to have 
compassion on the masses, those who are “harassed and 
helpless” in our midst? Are we equipped to “cure the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 
demons”? I mean, come on, it’s tough enough to find 
enough people to serve on committees and volunteer for 
Vacation Bible School! 
 
Dear friends, regardless of our terror, in spite of our 
shortcomings, and because Jesus has promised to 
always be with us, this is exactly what we are called to 
do. Just as Jesus instructed those first apostles, we, too, 
are called to GO and proclaim the good news, to do 
works of mercy and compassion, and to travel light. We 
may have to let go of some things to do this important 
work, and according to Jesus, there’s going to be some 
pain involved because it’s tough out there in the world. 
We may lose friends, face conflict within our family, 
make difficult choices about how we spend our 
resources and use the earth’s resources, and we may 
even lose our treasured buildings, and some traditions 
for the sake of the gospel. Therein lies the terror—or at 
least the avoidance. 
 
We cling to what we know. We turn to what feels safe 
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and familiar. We do this even at the expense of heeding 
Jesus’ call, even though scripture is chock full of stories 
of God’s mighty acts and faithfulness. Our fallen human 
nature always threatens to have us curve in on ourselves 
and away from God’s preferred future for our lives. 
 
Dear friends, let us instead be bold and faithful stewards. 
The time is ripe to go out for the harvest of faith, to 
proclaim the good news, and to show God’s love through 
our lives and stewardship of all God’s creation. We have 
the authority of Christ on our side, the faithful witness of 

Christians throughout time, and God’s love poured into 
us through the Holy Spirit. So shake the dust off of your 
fear, and fling wide the doors. You are called. You are 
sent. Go! 
                               ~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

While we were sinners 
 
Jesus didn't go get himself killed  
so he'd be punished for our sin instead of us. 

Our sin is our inability to trust God. 
In our distrust we try to make and keep life for ourselves, 
and hurt others in the process. 

In love God is willing to stand in the path of our violence 
with forgiveness. 
God's love changes us, setting us free 

from our distrust and violence. 
Jesus embodies that love, even though we kill him, 
offering it before we're willing to accept it. 
 

Let God love you. 
Forget all notions of your deserving. 
Just allow yourself to be God's Beloved: 

a sinner, yes, but beloved. Deeply loved. 
That's all you need. 
Let yourself be loved, 

and let the love take over. 

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=146
https://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2017/06/stewardship-and-radical-risk-taking/
https://www.unfoldinglight.net/reflections?month=06-2017


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7) 
 

Sarah laughs in v12 “within herself”; in Genesis 21:6 
Sarah announces that “God has brought laughter for me.” 
Is the laughter in 18:12 the same or different from the 
laughter in 21:6? How? What does laughter seem to mean 
in this story?  How is Sarah’s laughter like our own? 
Different from ours?  The conversation in vv13-15 might 
be read as taking place more than one way. How do we 
read it? (That is, who is speaking to whom, where, out 
loud or silently, etc. in each speech? Who is “He” in 
v15?) What difference does the way we read these verses 
make for how we think of God’s relationship to 
Abraham? To Sarah? Of the relationship between 
Abraham and Sarah? What difference does that make for 
what we take as the message of this text?  How are 
Abraham and Sarah’s circumstances similar to ours? How 
are they different?  Do Abraham and Sarah serve as role 
models for us?  How would our behavior change if we 
followed the example of Abraham and Sarah? Matters of 
Interpretation 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  

 
When has a friend or family member helped you through 
a difficult experience?  What are some of the ways we 
express our gratitude to people who help us?  The Psalm 
begins with a simple, forthright statement. What reasons 
does the psalmist give for loving God?  Is your devotion 
to God based on what he has done for you?  Can you 
make the same promise that the psalmist does in 116:2? 
Because God heard and responded to his cry for help, 
what does the psalmist desire to do?  Why is gratitude and 
thanksgiving an appropriate way to "give back" to God? 
What effect does thanksgiving have on the one who gives 
it?  God’s Embrace 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 5:1-8  
 

Do you believe that your justification is a past event that 
has already been settled in heaven? How has having peace 
with God affected your relationships with others? How 
does God’s grace affect your Christian experience? What 
does access to the Father give you? What keeps you from 
taking full advantage of your access to God?  Can you 
really say that you boast in your tribulations? What does it 
look like to be a Christian of proven character?  How has 
God cultivated hope in you through the work of the Holy 
Spirit? Do you understand what your sin cost? What does 
it mean to you that Jesus died as your substitute? Who 
would you die for? When have you doubted God’s love? 
How has God demonstrated His love for you? How would 
you explain God’s love to an unbeliever or a fellow 
believer who is in the midst of suffering?  Spirit of Joy 
Men’s Fellowship Saturday Bible Study 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 9:35 - 10:8, (9-23) 

 
Think about what Jesus saw when he looked at the crowds.  
What do you see when you look at your neighborhood, the 

city, and the world you live in? How did Jesus feel as he 
looked at the crowds? Have you ever felt that way? What 
is the relationship between seeing, feeling, and acting?  

What more can you do about what you see in the world 
around you?  Why is it so striking that Jesus looks at the 
desperate crowds and talks about a plentiful harvest? Why 

should this give us optimism in  and confidence for 
evangelism?  Grace Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

This is love. 
Not that you spoke words of comfort, 
walked with the unclean and unloved, 
shared wisdom, bread and wine, 
brought healing into lives 
and challenged the status quo. 
 
This is love. 
That you spoke the word of God, 
walked a painful road to the Cross, 
shared living water, bread of life, 
brought Salvation to the world 
and died for the sake of all. 
 
This is love. 
It is a seed 
sown in the ground, 
which germinates, 
blossoms, 
and spreads its sweet perfume. 
                                             

~ John Birch, Faith and Worship 

Busy human beings end up reacting to life on a 
subconscious level and through lenses of fear and 
blame and prejudices we don't even know we have. 
A well known heart meditation has to do with 
consciously widening the circle of love. 
 
Imagine you are in a circle surrounded with those 
you love. Stay there and feel that love. Then 
gradually widen that circle to include those you don't 
love so much. Embrace them in that love. You keep 
on going layer by layer (not in one sitting – this is a 
life challenge) to include everyone in the world. Add, 
perhaps, this abused planet itself and all life upon it. 
It is important at some point to take yourself out of 
the circle to sit outside in some outer layer. 
 
Is it possible to be boundary-less in love? I believe 
compassion (and Christianity) – all of life - calls 
humanity to this.  

~ an excerpt from At the Edge of Enclosure, Suzanne 
Guthrie 
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