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The Potato Kingdom
I like to think I’m the patient type. I have so many faults,
so I’m sometimes hopeful that impatience is not one of
them.
However, when I read this kingdom parable I see myself
in a different light. I’m extraordinarily impatient when it
comes to planting.
I’m a gardener, and I’m okay with plants once they get
above ground. For the most part.

In planting season, and thereafter until the last harvest, I
stop by my garden nearly every day to see how everyone
is doing. There are little miracles each day.
That zucchini that was just an inch long yesterday is 2 ½
inches long today. I know that a day will come before long
when I will happen upon one that’s been hiding under the
leaves and has become the size of a small submarine
because I missed seeing it.
The tomatoes are getting interesting. Lettuce is about done
and will need to be pulled up soon to make room for more
beans. The okra is blooming earlier than usual this year.
We already have some small peppers.

how. [from Mark 4]

I think God’s kingdom may be more like planting potatoes.
You can’t really see what’s happening until harvest time.
But all the while, the thing you planted is developing into
something valuable. Invisible, yes, but growing nonetheless.
The kind way you raised your children will probably
someday, some way, help to make them into kind people.
The justice you work for now may not be harvested for
years, even decades. The way you treat someone else will
likely come back to you in similar form. The time you spend
in volunteering or study or prayer and meditation or family
life or your job will make you a better person, and those
around you will also benefit.
One day that potato will see the light of day, and when you
add the butter and sour cream of experience, the product
will be rich and delicious.
Too much on the potato metaphor? Yes, I think you’re
right…
Patience is the key.
Do the right thing. Then just wait. The kingdom will grow.
~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder

But it’s the things that grow underground that give me fits.
That’s because I can’t see them.
Potatoes are the worst. You have to wait until harvest to
see if anything is there. We grow in raised beds, with very
loose soil, so sometime soon I will explore the soil very
gently with my hands in the soil to see if I can feel any
mature potatoes.
When I find one, I’ll break it off from the root and pull it
into the light so I can see it.
A beautiful reward for waiting.
That’s what the kingdom of God is like. And no, I didn’t
make that up. Jesus said it. You scatter seeds. Go to sleep.
Wake up. Repeat. Then one day it’s harvest time and the
wheat is mature.
The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed
on the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day,
and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know

...all the while, the thing you planted is
developing into something valuable.
Invisible, yes, but growing

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: 1 Samuel 15:34-16:13
What are some things you can’t tell just by looking at a
person? Explain the difference between how Eliab was
regarded by Samuel, his family, and God. Explain the
difference between how David was regarded by Samuel,
his family, and God. What do you find unfair about all
this? How do you think David felt being left in the field?
How do you think he felt after being anointed? Do you
think David’s family regarded him differently after his
anointing? Why or why not? What is the most important
lesson for us to learn here? Discipleship Ministries
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 20
In verses 1-5, the congregation intercedes on behalf of
their king. What do they pray for? How should this
inform how we pray, especially in times of trouble? How
can we be intentional about praying for one another? In
verse 6, King David prays expecting God to answer his
prayer. What does it mean to pray expectantly? What is
the relationship between expectant prayer and the
promises of God? The name of the LORD is referred to
three times in this Psalm (v. 1, 5, 7). Why is this
significant? What might God be wanting teach us as we
persist in prayer and wait on him for an answer? Why is
praying for someone else a powerful way of ministering
to them? How can we both pray expectantly and yet be
content if he chooses not to answer our prayer? Why is it
important to persevere in prayer? Can you think of a time
in which you persevered for something in prayer and then
God answered your prayer? What did God teach you as
you waited on him? Harvest Bible Chapel

Praying Toward Sunday
It takes little faith to see the sacred in the
extraordinary.
To have faith the sacred is in the ordinary, though,
takes courage to believe the mundane can be enough;
that grace can emerge
even through the dull,
the slightly disappointing,
the not quite right,
not quite as we intended,
not really what we hoped;
the clumsy,
the awkward,
and the imperfect.
Let your act of faith be
to let what you do be enough.
Let what you do be enough…
~ Cheryl Lawrie, [hold this space].

I started to save seeds twenty years ago when I first
realized that corporations wanted to own and control
seed and they wanted to create property in seed and
they wanted to turn it into their intellectual property.
…
… For me the imperative to save seeds came from
really an ethical urge to defend life’s evolution, life’s
diversity, and the freedom of life to reproduce, to
multiply, to be able to be distributed. Because I could
see that this would create a new kind of scarcity and it
has. …
Today for us the work on seed has become the
place from where we are responding to the worst
tragedies and worst crises of our times. If we really
seriously look at the crises we are facing whether it is
climate change or unemployment or it’s the crises of
food where you can’t be secure in your food at all, the
solution to so much of this comes from people being
on the land as conservers of the seed, of the soil, of
the water.
~ Vandana Shiva, via Suzanne Guthrie,
At the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17
How do Paul’s words comfort you when you consider your
death? What does it mean to walk by faith, not by sight?
Why can’t nonbelievers understand this kind of living?
What aspects of your life are guided by your senses rather
than by your faith? How can you bring a faith perspective
into these areas? What does verse 17 teach us about the
nature of a new believer? What changes in a person when
he puts his faith in Christ? Why don’t old habits disappear
immediately if everything has become new? How have we
humans been reconciled to God? What did God do so that
reconciliation could take place? In what sense are you an
Ambassador of the Kingdom of God? If you are called to
be an urgent agent of reconciliation, how is this likely to
affect your daily life? How will it affect how people
perceive you? How will it affect how God perceives you?
Jesus Walk

____4th Reading: Mark 4:26-34
Jesus uses the mystery of seed germination as an
illustration in this passage. What hidden natural process
most fascinates you? What do we learn about God's Word
from this story? Reflect on a time that God's Word was
working on you "night and day", as Jesus says here. Do
you remember a time when God spoke powerfully to you
through His Word, to convert or convict or encourage you?
How can this parable encourage and direct our
evangelism? What happens in Christ's third parable about
planting? How does this illustrate the kingdom of God?
Intervarsity

