
“…But when the Friend comes, the Spirit of the Truth, he 
will take you by the hand and guide you into all the truth 
there is.” 

The gracious Spirit of God still takes us by the hand, still 
walks with us, still equips us, still journeys with us. Which is 
a good job, because we all have trouble navigating the path 
before us. When relationships break down, when jobs 
disappear, when finances become tight, when illness strikes, 
when a thousand and one other challenges come our way we 
need all the help we can get. And God provides it by sending 
his Spirit. 

The impression is often given that the Holy Spirit is a gift for 
the Church. Exclusive. Completely. That couldn’t be further 
from the truth. God’s gift to you and to me is his Holy Spirit. 
He fills us with his strength, he equips us with his gifts, he 
leads us into his truth, he walks by our side, he holds our 
hand. 

My prayer at the start of each and every day is always, 
Come, Holy Spirit, Come. 

As we approach Trinity Sunday we reflect that God is our 
Creator, our Redeemer and our Sustainer, the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. And even though I tell people to believe 
wholeheartedly that we are an Easter people, we also need to 
live a Pentecostal life. Filled by the Holy Spirit to repair our 
brokenness, to joyously lift our hearts and to prepare us for 
life’s journey. 

Anyway, got to go. Just looked out the window … it’s 
another sultry, scorching Oldham day. Where did I put my 
Bermuda shorts? Oh yes, next to my umbrella. 

Happy days                               ~ Neil Chappell, a weird thing 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
  

How Hard is it Raining? 

Oldham has a reputation for inclement weather. Completely 
justified, I must add. In our house, in preparing to start the 
day, the shout usually goes up: “How hard is it raining?” 
The most foolproof method to answer this question comes 
by looking out the window and looking over to Counthill 
School. If you can see the school it’s raining lightly, if you 
can’t see the school it’s tipping it down! 

Counthill School grandly stands atop Moorside in Oldham, 
less than a mile from our house. Our children were 
educated there, in fact, Debby completed her secondary 
school education there in the days when they still had a 
sixth form college! It dominates the landscape with its 
majestic views over Oldham, Lancashire and Greater 
Manchester. It’s motto was Animo Atque Fid, which means 
courage and yet also faith. 

One day last week the shout went up, “How hard is it 
raining?” One cursory glance from the dinning room 
window told me all I needed to know. “It’s torrential”, I 
replied. So imagine my surprise when I went out the front 
door to discover quite a pleasant spring morning! I rushed 
back to the dinning room, and sure enough there was no 
sign of Counthill School. So why wasn’t it raining? The 
answer was Counthill School had been demolished! The 
iconic clock tower no more. The grand frontage flattened. 
How are we ever going to know now whether to wear our 
light raincoats or our sowesters! 

Counthill School actually closed last year. Merged with 
Breezehill School it became Waterhead Academy. It now 
sits on Huddersfield Road on the site of the old Orb Mill. 
We knew there would come a day when the old school was 
knocked down and the land readied for new housing. It was 
just a shock that it crept up on us like it did. And so, 
Counthill School is no more, mourned by meteorologists 
and old school pupils alike. 

It’s part of life’s journey. 

Jesus spent a tremendous amount of his time preparing his 
disciples for life’s journey. He knew that they would find 
the way ahead difficult without him by their side. That’s 
why the disciples were promised the Holy Spirit … 

June 12, 2022 
Trinity Sunday, Year C  
 

The readings this week: 
◦ Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 ◦ Psalm 8 
◦ Romans 5:1-5 ◦ John 16:12-15  

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Stretching Toward Sunday 
Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

https://aweirdthing.wordpress.com/2013/05/20/how-hard-is-it-raining/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=262


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 
 

As you consider the rhetorical question in Verse 1 and the 
imagery of verses 2-3, what do you think Lady Wisdom is 
teaching us about the accessibility of wisdom? Compare 
Lady Wisdom’s call to the alluring temptress of Proverbs 
7:10-23. What is Proverbs teaching us about the 
difference between the allurement of sin and the 
attractiveness of righteousness? What’s the result of each 
of these pursuits? Everyone knows wisdom is valuable. 
But Proverbs 8 makes the bold claim that wisdom is more 
valuable than all the riches this world has to offer. Do you 
actually believe this? There are many competing 
“treasures” that we face in our pursuit of wisdom. What 
are some competing treasures in your life that drown out 
the call of wisdom? Since the fear of the LORD is hatred 
of evil, what practical steps will you take to fight against 
these competing treasures in your everyday life? Seven 
Mile Road Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 8 

 
Have you ever looked up at the night sky, away from the 
city lights on a moonless bright and clear night? What did 
you see? Do you see God's wonder? What causes you to 
immediately bow to worship Christ? Why are we 
important in God's sight? Have you ever wondered who 
you are philosophically, like do I have a place in the 
world? Do I have meaning or purpose? So, what does it 
mean to you that God deeply cares for you, that you 
matter? What does this Psalm tell us? How do you honor 
and celebrate God's glory in your life outside of church? 
God has placed us as caretakers over nature. How can we 
be better at this? How can you be a wise caretaker, use 
what you need, put back, regrow, resupply as God's 
agent? What can your church do to help its community 
see a sense of awe and wonder as well as reverence and 
gratitude for Christ? That Christ personally knows us, and 
wants to save us? Into thy Word 

____3rd Reading: Romans 5:1-5  
 

Do you think words can adequately explain what happens 
when God saves us? Why or why not? Why is it 
important that we now stand “in grace”, and why is this 
better than standing on something else – our own works, 
for instance? What is this hope that we boast of? What 
does Paul mean when he says we can boast about our 
sufferings. How is this possible? What do these verses say 
about the quality of God’s love toward us? Paul was 
literally God’s “enemy” before he was saved! How were 
we also enemies of God before we were saved? To 
“reconcile” means the same thing today as it meant to 
Paul. What does it mean to reconcile a relationship? How 
did Jesus’ death allow us to be reconciled to God? Why is 
it OK that God’s salvation can remain a mystery to us? 
Could we even be thankful for this mystery? Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: John 16:12-15  

 
How do you explain God as Trinity to someone? Why do 
you think Jesus claimed that his disciples could not bear 
to hear the things he had to say? To what degree might 
that still hold true and why? In what way do you think the 
“Spirit of truth” talked about here might guide Jesus’ 
followers into “all the truth?” What might “all the truth” 
mean, either in the original disciples’ context or yours? 
What do you think Jesus means when he says “All that 
the Father has is mine?” In what ways does “declaring” 
God’s possessions glorify Jesus, and why is it important 
to do so? If God and faith can be so difficult to explain in 
simple terms what do we gain from making the attempt? 
Faith Element  

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

The words God speaks 
are the life and sustenance 
of all that exists. 
The life Jesus gives 
is the re-creation and renewed 
birth 
of all that is broken and worn. 
The Spirit’s stirring in our 
souls 
is the inspiration 
for creativity, compassion, joy, and community. 
Life-giving, life-restoring, life-fulfilling God; 
may our whole lives be worship. 
In all things, may we seek to connect with 
and to reflect your love and your hope. 
 

~ The Minor Keys 

As verily as God is our Father, so verily God is our 
Mother; and that shewed He in all [her revelations] 
and especially in these sweet words where He saith: I 
it am. That is to say, I it am, the Might and the 
Goodness of the Fatherhood; I it am, the Wisdom of 
the Motherhood; I it am, the Light and the Grace that 
is all blessed Love; I it am, the Trinity, I it am, the 
Unity: I am the sovereign Goodness of all manner of 
things. I am that maketh thee to love: I am that 
maketh thee to long: I it am, the endless fulfilling of 
all true desires. 

~ Julian of Norwich 1342-c.1416,  
via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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