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alabaster jars of joy 

And a woman in the city, who was a sinner…brought 
an alabaster jar of ointment. 

Oh, she was a sinner, was she? Like a sinner, sinner, 
or a SINNER, SINNER? 

And, what would that even mean? 

In Luke 1:3 we find that he writes his Gospel to a 
person named “Theophilus.” Could be a person. 
Perhaps a parishioner in Luke’s church? 

Or…Luke could have something a little more 
enigmatic in mind. Theophilus, you see, means “lover 
of God.” 

Aren’t we all supposed to be lovers of God? 

Personally, I subscribe to the notion that Luke wrote 
this gospel for us, the God-lovers, and thereby 
writing us into it. Because it’s Good News for us. 

I also think that Luke wrote us into this story too, the 
story of the woman with the alabaster jar. The sinner. 

Not a “tax collector,” or an “adulteress,” or even as if 
often suggested a “prostitute.” But, rather, she’s “a 
sinner.” 

Just like me. And just like you. 

So, why would Luke be making this connection? 
Why even bring her up at all? Because of what she 
does. Her incredible act of devotion—worship. 

She stands behind him. She weeps. And then she 
washes his feet with her tears. Dries his feet with her 
hair. She then kisses his feet, and anoints him with 
her ointment. 

What’s going on here? The clues are few. But, I think 
what we witness in this text—what Luke wants us to 
see—is what joy looks like. Pure, unbounded, 
unbridled joy in the face of mercy and grace. Joy in 
the Presence of Jesus. 

Grace is getting something wonderful that you don’t 
deserve. Mercy is not getting something terrible that 
you do deserve. 

As a sinner, she didn’t deserve, or earn, anything 
good. And perhaps she even deserved something 
terrible as a punishment. 

But, what did she get? Forgiveness. What didn’t she 
get? Condemnation. 

I think she knew that before Jesus even said a word. 
She came into his Presence, and she just knew. And, 
then she just couldn’t help herself. She couldn’t help 
but weep. She couldn’t help but wash and kiss and 
anoint. 

And, that’s the point. Because we’re her, her actions 
are to be our actions. Coming into Jesus’ Presence—
whether in church on Sunday morning, or any other 
time—is meant to bring us to such joy that we can’t 
even help ourselves. 

Deeply embedded in the Spiritual Exercises of 
Ignatius Loyola is the call to practice the awareness 
of God’s grace and love. We’re to remember that 
love and grace is always flowing from God to us. 

That awareness, if we let it sink deep into our hearts, 
should bring us to tears. And joy. And make us 
break open our alabaster jars and start spreading the 
anointing around. 

~ Rick Morley, a garden path 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 1 Kings 21:1-10, (11-14), 15-21a 
 

Think of a recent time when you manipulated events to 
your advantage. What factors prompted you to do this?  

Naboth refuses Ahab's request because he believes the 

land has been given to his family by the Lord, and he 
wants to keep it as his family's inheritance in the 
Promised Land. Describe Ahab's response from verse 4.  

How does Jezebel react to her husband's behavior?  In 
what ways do you think Ahab's behavior was 
manipulative?  How does Jezebel attempt to resolve the 

problem?  What kinds of actions define manipulation?  
How does our culture encourage the use of manipulative 
tactics to achieve our goals and desires?  Think of a 

situation or relationship in which you are tempted to 
manipulate. What would be a more Christlike approach?   
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 5:1-8  
 

What happens to your relationship with God (especially 
your prayer life) when you find yourself facing opposition 
or persecution?  When we are opposed or persecuted by 

others, it is easy to want to take revenge or become 
aggressive toward them. What is David's strategy for 
dealing with opposition?  David appears confident of God 

hearing his prayer and shielding him. What grounds are 
there in the passage for such confidence?   David is 
clearly accustomed to beginning his day with prayer. 

What are the benefits of this model?  Both Christians and 
non-Christians often blame God for the pain, suffering or 
persecution that they encounter. How does Psalm 5 help 

us to understand the pain, suffering and persecution from 
God's perspective?  What aspects of David's prayer in this 
passage are a helpful model for you?  Quiet Time Bible 

Study, InterVarsity Press 

____3rd Reading: Galatians 2:15-21  
 

Is circumcision a work? Was that what saved Abraham? 
Will it save us?  Why would people want to resurrect the 
old law? Did it die with Christ?  What about sin is so 
appealing?    What about sin is so appalling?  What is an 
idol of the heart?  How does Jesus change our orientation 
towards sin?  Why do you think so many Christians live 
like they are powerless to leave sin and follow God?  The 
Holy Spirit is there to comfort us and lead us into light; 
how have you experienced Him in your life?  How do we 
help each other towards holiness?  Why do we often end 
up in legalism when we seek holiness together?  Gulf Shore 
Church of Christ, Cedar Creek Church 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 7:36 - 8:3  

What reason does Jesus give for why some people love 
him more than others? How does this explain the different 
responses of the Pharisee and the woman? What is the 

Pharisee’s real error? (Think about why he is wrong not to 
love Jesus more.) According to this passage, what sort of 
people do we find accepting Jesus and having faith in him?  

Why would first century Jews have been surprised by this? 
Which comes first, love or forgiveness? Do you identify 
more with Simon the Pharisee or the sinful woman? What 

should our response be to Christ’s forgiveness? Where do 
we hold back? Plymouth Christian Centre 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

We praise you, God! 
Despite our mistakes and failures, you welcome us 
into your presence. 
Because of your unfailing love, we can draw close 
to you, 
and receive your forgiveness and mercy. 
Help us to move forward with joy and confidence, 
knowing that you go with us. 
Continue to reveal yourself to us, 
and lead us in your paths.  Amen.  

One who loves much 
(inspired by Luke 7: 36-50) 
 

The righteous ones, 
offended by her 
very presence; 
call her sinner, 
whore, temptress, 
seducer, 
promiscuous, 
unmarried mother, 
unemployed, 
dole bludger, 
drunkard, 
irresponsible, 
druggie. 
Unoffended 
by her intimate 
caress; 
Jesus calls her 
woman, 
friend, 
forgiven, 
one who 
loves much. 
And God smiles. 
 

~ Copyright © Ken Rookes.   

Image: Jesus MAFA, Camaroon, 1973. 
Jesus Absolves the Penitent Sinner  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=266
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=536#ixzz4A1LgX7nX
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=266
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=47#ixzz4ABk8RG8z
http://www.ivpress.com/bible/study.php?study=47#ixzz4ABk8RG8z
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=266
http://www.gulfshoreschurchofchrist.org/dnn/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=AM8iQAqyoL0%3D&tabid=162&mid=920
http://www.gulfshoreschurchofchrist.org/dnn/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=AM8iQAqyoL0%3D&tabid=162&mid=920
http://www.cedarcreeksherwood.org/downloadfiles/05.01SmGpQuestions.pdf
http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=266
http://www.plymouthchristiancentre.org/filerequest/1625.pdf
http://poemsinseason.wordpress.com/
http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48384

