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Covered in Dust 

Christianity in the west is in deep trouble. In America over 
1/4th of adults have left the religion of their youth, most for 
no religion at all. In Europe, many grand cathedrals and 
basilicas are more like mausoleums than thriving centers of 
worship. 

People are leaving the faith. But, unlike some, I don’t think 
the central problem is secularism or pluralism or the lack of 
a good bass guitarist in the praise band. 

I think the root problem is trust. 

People don’t trust the Church anymore. And, really, why 
would they? 

The Roman Catholic Church as been embroiled in the child 
sexual abuse scandal, which has not only found pedophile 
priests, but also members of the hierarchy who protected 
those priests in place of protecting children...We have high-
profile church leaders make insane statements saying 
that hurricanes are the result of gays and abortions, that 
homosexuals should be rounded up and fenced in 
concentration-camp style, and that kids who seem 
gay should be punched in the face. 

And, with all of that—which is really just the tip of the 
iceberg—who in their right mind gives the church the keys? 
Who entrusts us with their spiritual health, much less the 
spiritual health of their children? 

Honestly, the fact that anyone trusts us these days is really 
quite remarkable. 

Jesus, when he comes to his hometown, faces questions of 
trust. He went home, went to what must have been his 
family (and childhood) synagogue, and he starts to teach. 
The problem here, is that everyone knows him. And they 
know his family. 

How does this hometown-boy have the effrontery to come 
back and act high-and-mighty? “Where did this man get all 
this,” they ask. They don’t trust him. They don’t trust that he 
speaks for God, or can do the things that he says he can. 

And, as a result, “he could do no deed of power there.” 

Really, I can’t blame them. I’m not sure I’d believe him 
either–especially if I saw him grow up like any other kid in 
town. 

So, what does Jesus have to do? He has to earn their trust. He 
can’t just get it right there and then. He has to keep going. He 
has to keep teaching. He has to keep changing people’s lives. 
He has to die on the cross. He has to rise again. 

I think that if the church today—the church “as-we-know-it”—
is going to survive, we’re going to need to do a few things. 

First, we need—as a whole body—to fall on our knees in 
humility. We have to make it clear that we have made horrific 
mistakes in the distant past, and in the not-too-distant past. 
And, this wave of humility and repentance can’t just be a once
-and-done thing. We need to repeat over and over again that 
while we’re an institution with divine aspirations, we are a 
human institution which has failed, continues to fail, and will 
fail again. 

Second, we need to attempt to win back people’s trust. We 
need to remember Who we represent. Before we open our 
mouths or make a bad decision, we need to remember that 
when we look bad, we made God look bad. We don’t need to 
update our website or write some more praise choruses. We 
don’t need to look more hipster and grow a soul patch. 

We need to gain people’s trust. Only then will people 
even consider listening to anything we have to say. 

Third, we need to help people remember that, really, it’s not us 
who is ever-faithful, but God. Jesus. Yes, Jesus had trouble 
getting people to trust him—but he was found most worthy of 
the trust that people put in him. God is our rock and our 
redeemer. God has never let us down. 

In God we trust. 

And, fourth we need to remember that not everyone is going to 
be able to trust us, or God. Some people will, as we see in this 
Gospel lesson, open their doors to us. But, some will reject us, 
and reject God. Jesus knew that. He told his disciples as much. 
And when we’re rejected we’re to wipe off the dust from our 
feet, and keep going. 

But, until we start 
showing the world that 
we’re capable of humility 
and some degree of 
trustworthiness, it will be 
us who will be covered in 
the dust. 

~ Rick Morley, a garden path 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 
 

Why do you think so many Americans are concerned 
about the religious beliefs of their elected leaders? In 
what ways does the faith of a political leader typically 
affect his or her public actions? In what ways do you 
think their faith should affect their public actions? The 
Israelite leaders clearly know that David is a powerful 
military leader. Could David have simply taken control of 
the nation by waging war against Ishbaal and Abner? If 
so, why do you think he chose not to do this? What was 
important about the process and ceremony of the elders of 
Israel accepting David as their king? If they all knew, 
according to verse 2, that David had been appointed by 
God as their king, why do you think they did not accept 
him immediately? How should your faith affect the way 
you lead others? Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 48  

 
How great is the Lord? How worthy of our praise is the 
Lord? In what ways is Zion, the City of our Lord, an 
symbol of God's greatness? What specific things about 
the city bring people to praise? During what activities are 
people reminded to praise the Lord? In terms of being 
reminded to praise the Lord, what difference do our 
surroundings make? What could you do in your home, 
car, church, workplace, etc., to help remind you and your 
community to praise the Lord? Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10  
 

What’s something funny you regularly ask God to do? 
Find keys, no red lights ...? What’s the most outlandish 
prayer you’ve said or heard? Paul says the thorn was 
“given” to him. Why? By whom? What do you think about 
this verse? What’s something you need or want, but it feels 
like God just won’t cooperate. What’s one of the hardest 
things you’re facing? What’s the scariest part about not 
being about to select the action you want God to take? 
Think of your greatest difficulty. If God never removed it, 
how could this struggle help you become more reliant on 
Him? Life Church 

 
____4th Reading: Mark 6:1-13  

 
When Jesus visits His hometown, what do the Nazarenes 
acknowledge about His ministry? What fair and good 
question did they ask themselves? How do they answer 
their own question? What affect did the Nazarenes' 
unbelief have on Jesus? Does unbelief ever hinder God's 
work in your own life? Why do you think Jesus sends them 
out in pairs? What provisions did Jesus instruct them to 
make for their journey? Why did Jesus instruct them to 
take so little? Why were they to shake the dust of an 
unwelcoming town from their feet? How did their ministry 
go? How does this scriptures inform your own ministry? 
Intervarsity 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Not the wise, not the skilled, 
neither scholars, nor saints; 
     mere ordinary folk, 
     warts-and-all characters, 
     and that Peter bloke; 
caught up in the freedom of Jesus. 
Authority: called and empowered 
to release the bedevilled; 
     the diseased and the lame, 
     the crazy and the lost, 
     the soul filled with shame; 
caught up in the love of Jesus. 
Not cluttered with possessions, 
free as the wind of heaven; 
     inviting the crowd, 
     anointing the sick, 
     rebuking the proud; 
caught up in the spirit of Jesus. 
                                                                    ~ Bruce Prewer  

Whatever you do you need courage.  Whatever course 
you decide upon, there is always someone to tell you 

that you are wrong.  There are always 
difficulties arising that tempt you into believing your 

critics are right.  To map our a course of action and 
follow it to an end requires some of the same courage 
that a soldier needs. Peace has its victories but it takes 

brave men and women to win them. 
 

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1803-1882, via Suzanne Guthrie, 
At the Edge of Enclosure 
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