
God, dependent upon the kindness of strangers who will 
share in their peace. 

Of course, they don’t go without power. “Whoever listens 
to you listens to me, and whoever reject you rejects me, 
and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me,” 
Jesus says. They’re even given the authority to tramp on 
the powers of evil (imaged as snakes and scorpions) 
without hurt. Even so, they are not to celebrate their own 
power, their own freedom to shake dust off their feet and 
tread on evil; they are to rejoice in their interdependence, 
that their “names are written in heaven.” 

You’ll also find hints of this communal celebration of 
interdependence woven throughout the Old Testament 
reading from Isaiah 66 and in the story of Naaman’s 
healing in the alternate first reading from 2 Kings. The 
psalmist invites us to make a joyful noise to God and the 
interdependence of creation and God’s power to create 
and protect. Finally, in his letter to the Galatians, Paul 
reminds his readers to “bear one another’s burdens” and 
“work for the good of all.” 

It is so easy to be swayed by the promises of the powerful 
and would-be powerful, to hear their empty promises of 
gain and wealth and freedom. We are bombarded on all 
sides by loud and often raucous voices jockeying for 
position to be on top, to be the winner, and to stand strong 
and independent. Even though our national holidays are 
certainly worth celebrating and the abundance and bounty 
of this land worth giving thanks for, we must never forget 
that celebrating our interdependence in Christ is far more 
important. The kingdom of God has indeed come near, 
and in that reality is the freedom that truly is for everyone. 
Hallelujah! Thanks be to God. 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Interdependence Day 

Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs 
into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no 
sandals; and greet no one on the road. ~ Luke 10:3-4  

On July 4, the United States will celebrate Independence 
Day, marking its freedom from rule by England. Mostly 
it’s become a national holiday marked by barbecues, 
fireworks, parades, picnics, and relaxation rather than a 
review of history. Of course, the United States isn’t the 
only country to have a dedicated day to celebrate 
independence or other important national events.  

Why is independence so important and why is it such a 
marker of freedom? Why do we strive to be free and on 
our own? It’s not always the best path to choose; just ask 
the disappointed and dazed folks in the United Kingdom 
following the recent Brexit Referendum to leave the 
European Union. Freedom isn’t free. In fact, it can be 
quite dangerous and costly in the long run. 

Maybe we would do well 
to celebrate our 
interdependence instead–
especially when it comes 
to our faith. Sure, we’ve 
been set free in Christ, as 
we certainly know freed 
from sin and death, but 
just as importantly freed 
to to live in community. 

We are freed into life, freed into relationship, and freed 
into love of God and neighbor. In short, we’re freed into 
interdependence. No longer are we to be lone rangers 
doing our own thing without regard for others. Yes, our 
freedom depends on our interdependence. We are 
stronger together. 

In this week’s lesson from Luke’s gospel, Jesus sends out 
70 others to go ahead of him, not alone, but in pairs. 
There is teamwork in this tough assignment. Jesus makes 
it clear that he is sending his disciples out “like lambs 
into the midst of wolves.” The going will be tough, and 
they will need each other’s company, encouragement, 
and support. And they don’t even get to pack a suitcase, 
much less any “heat” for protection against these wolves. 
They go out two-by-two to announce the coming reign of 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 2 Kings 5:1-14 
 

If you had to choose, would you say you’re a person who 
likes and enjoys surprises, or do you prefer to know 
what’s coming? A close reading of the story of Naaman, 
the Syrian General, in 2 Kings 5 reveals that it contains a 
number of surprises. What do you find surprising in this 
story? What does this story teach us about faith? Which 
character(s) show(s) the most faith in God to be able to 
heal and act in the world? Which one(s) seem(s) to have 
the least faith in God’s power? Is that surprising? Why is 
Naaman mad when he is told to go wash in the Jordan 
River? What do you think he was expecting? What does 
Naaman’s story teach us about the breadth of God’s love 
and what does that mean for us? Brewster Baptist Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 30 

 
What kinds of things do we sometimes say to encourage 
those who face pain, sorrow or challenges? In what ways 
can our “help” sometimes also be hurtful? How did the 
Psalmist draw inspiration and hope from his experiences? 
What does the Psalmist plan to do – and encourage others 
to do – in response to God’s faithfulness and restoration? 
How can we sing God’s praises even in the midst of 
trying circumstances? Does this mean the experiences are 
not meaningful? Should we rationalize our way through 
them? Should we live as if they aren’t happening, in 
expectation that things will one day be better? Why is it 
important to actually experience these things, rather than 
just look beyond them to the time we will be healed? 
Faith Element 

____3rd Reading: Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16  
 

When you think of farming, what ideas come up? What 
are the two options that Paul puts forward in verse 8? 
How is this farming metaphor of sowing helpful to 
understanding this choice? How do you feel you can sow 
into the spirit? What does that look like? How does this 
relate to the charge given in verse 10? Why do you think 
it’s important, that Paul is writing this section with his 
own hand? There are different people groups that Paul is 
talking about, who you think they are? Is boasting 
considered a  positive or negative action? Why do you 
think Paul tells people to boast in Christ alone? Is 
boasting in Christ a positive action? In verse 15, Paul 
mentions something that is important, and something that 
is not important. Which is which, and what is the 
difference? Why do you think this the thing that matters 
most? How can we make sure that we don’t get tied up in 
things that don’t matter, and focus on the new creation? 
St. Barts 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20  

 
How did Jesus send his disciples out? What would be 
some reasons for this approach? What does he call these 
who are sent out? Is there any danger for them? How is 
sense of urgency and importance conveyed about their 
task?  What kind of responses were these disciples to look 
for? What might this mean? For this mission, how ere 
these disciples to conduct themselves? Why was it 
important that they not go to many different houses? Why 
does Jesus tell them to eat what is set before them? What 
kind of cities were the 70 sent to? What was the focus of 
their message? Why do we need to be careful not to 
offend others when we are sharing the gospel? What were 
these disciples excited about when they returned? How 
did Jesus describe the impact of their ministry?  What 
should we rejoice about? Why should this always be our 
greatest joy? Cabot Bible 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us.  Open our 
hearts to a far-reaching compassion that extends 
around the world, to the most obscure corners of this 
troubled planet.  Let us remember you are God of all 
people: the beautiful and the homely; the well-
dressed and the naked; the rich & the hungry; the 
ones who speak loudly and those who barely utter a 
word; the ones who have bodies of steel and those 
whose bodies are broken and bent; the very young 
and the very old.  God of time and space, give us time 
to grow up in your spirit; give us room to grow up in 
our faith so that our ears may hear the knock at the 
door, the cry for help, the whimper of weakness, the 
sigh of loneliness and so our hands will reach out 
with the love of your Son.  Teach us the meaning of 
this kind of love which knows no boundary and no 
second thoughts but springs forth like a 
fountain.  And may the source of this love remember 
us as we remember him in our responses of 
faithfulness.  Amen  

~ Life in Liturgy 

It's worth any sacrifice 
however great or costly, 
to see eyes that were listless, 
light up again; 
to see someone smile 
who seemed to have forgotten 
how to smile; 
to see trust reborn 
in someone 
who no longer believed 
in anything 
or Anyone. 
 
~ Dom Helder Camara 1909-1999,  
   via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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