
the surplus to the hungry in our community.” He’d save 
money by not tearing down and rebuilding bigger. 

Wouldn’t that be a holy celebration? Wouldn’t the farmer 
feel honored to be able to return something extra to those 
who’d made him successful? 

Profit sharing. 

The God who lives, the God who gives, the God who 
shares, is the God who requires our very soul.  Not to harm 
our soul, or to heap shame on it, but to liberate it from 
being owned by the things that don’t care about us.  To be 
owned instead by an open heart that allows us to share 
what we have, and allows others to share with us.  To be 
able to open our ears, our hands, our hearts, our very souls, 
to the hearts and voices of others, and by extension, to the 
heart and voice of God. 

~ Melissa Bane Sevier, Contemplative Viewfinder 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Profit Sharing 

Jesus appears annoyed when someone asks him about 
judging an inheritance dispute, and then he tells a parable 
about a man whose priorities were all turned around. 

‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he 
thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place 
to store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my 
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, “You 
fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. 
And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” 
So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves 
but are not rich towards God.’ [from Luke 12] 

What idiot decides that because he has a bumper crop, he 
should pull down the old barns and build new ones? A 
selfish idiot? One who simply wants to show off his 
wealth? Why tear down the old ones unless you want to 
demonstrate that you have so much, you can afford to act 
carelessly? 

One of the interesting things about this story is how much 
the farmer thinks of himself: “I will do this,” I will pull 
down,” “I will store,” “I will say,” “MY barns, MY grain, 
MY goods.” Jesus says the man has stored up treasure for 
himself, but isn’t rich toward God. 

What would it take for him to be rich toward God? An 
attitude shift. 

Jesus is speaking to people who live and work on farms, 
or who are very familiar with farming. What would be 
astounding to them is that this guy thinks he’s the only 
one who’s done any work! In this pre-tractor society, it 
would’ve taken many workers to accomplish all this. And 
though he doesn’t legally owe them anything more than 
wages, he has a moral obligation to “profit share” with 
those who’ve made him so successful. Why not announce: 
“You all have done such a great job this year that my 
barns can’t hold everything you’ve planted, cultivated, 
and harvested. Isn’t that amazing! Please come take what 
you can use so it doesn’t go to waste, and let’s give away 
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Being rich toward God seems to me to be more 
about consciousness than bustling around the 
church managing God's business. Noticing the 
scent of lavender and earth and early morning 
and still being grateful for it by the end of the 
day. Noticing the other: taking risks in love for 
Love disguised as the unlovable. 

 
~ an excerpt, by Suzanne Guthrie,  

At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://melissabanesevier.wordpress.com/2016/07/25/profit-sharing/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=273
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/proper13c.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Hosea 11:1-11 
 

Identify some of the things God said He had done for the 
people.  Why was God grieved / heart-broken?  What 
reasons can we find in the passage? What are the “Baals” 
in our life? How has God been gracious to us?  Have we 
taken the Giver for granted like Israel? Of the descriptions 
of the things that God did for the Israelites which one is 
most touching to you?  How did God eventually solve the 
problem of forgiving sinners while at the same time 
remaining utterly holy, just and righteous? What is the 
relevance of verses 10 and 11 for us today? How and 
when do we experience this “homecoming”?  Living 
Waters 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 107:1-9, 43 
 

What’s one instance of discipline that was particularly 
effective on you when you were a child? What’s one 
instance of mercy that you remember being shown to 
you? How did the psalm writer want Israel to respond to 
God’s forgiveness and deliverance? What specific reasons 
did the psalm writer list to inspire the Israelites to offer 
their thanks to God? How did God show His mercy to the 
needy even in His judgment of Israel? How did God 
demonstrate His mercy to the Israelites? What “wonderful 
deeds” did the Lord do for Israel through nature? What 
imagery is used to describe the Lord’s destruction and 
restoration of the land of Israel? How does God’s 
treatment of Israel encourage you to trust in Him? How 
do you think the Lord wants to be involved in the high 
and low points of our lives? Lesson Maker 

____3rd Reading: Colossians 3:1-11 
 

Once we become Christians, how should our behavior 
change… and why? How does Paul explain what it means 
to “set your heart on things above”? Why is it essential to 
change the place we focus? Do you think Paul’s list of old 
behaviors is supposed to be all-inclusive? Why do you 
think God decided to transform us slowly, rather than all-
at-once? When will the transformation be complete? Why 
is Paul’s image of “taking off ” and “putting on” our new 
selves – like clothes – such a good illustration to use? 
What other illustrations can you think of to describe the 
process by which God transforms us into Christ’s image? 
Why is love so important to this process? How does it 
make up for other things that might not have been listed? 
The list of divisions in verse 11 was specific to Paul’s 
time. What other kinds of people might we add to make 
the list specific to our time? Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 12:13-21 

 
In verse 14 two men were arguing about legal matters. 
Why did Jesus refuse to get involved? Why are Jesus’s 
words about money so appropriate for our generation 
today? What do you think was the progression of thought 
for this rich man that led him from receiving much more 
than he needed to deciding to keep it all for himself? Do 
you think he was intentionally greedy and ungenerous? 
How much should have been enough for him? How much 
is enough for you? Or how much is too much? What does 
it mean to be rich toward God? What makes this man a 
fool by God’s standards? What do you think this passage 
tells us about savings or retirement? Do you think God is 
being harsh here? How do God’s words make you feel? 
Comforted, challenged, motivated, fearful? Walloon Lake 
Community Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Give me a heart of flesh to replace this heart of stone. 
Help me to be present to You this moment in love. 
And the next moment. Help me to know You in love 
and in Your Love. Give me a habit of love, so that 
when that 'very night' comes, I might respond in love 
and in Love. Amen. 
 
                       ~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

It may not just be filthy riches. It may be everything 
I’ve accomplished, whatever I’m proud of, whatever I 
cling to. It won’t save me, won’t make my life rich or 
lovely. I need to let go of it. 
 

May I be rich toward you today, God: I give you 
every thought and deed; I give you every moment; I 
set every hope and desire in your hands. 
 

I will not be merely generous to you, I will be 
extravagant. I give you myself wholly, abundantly, 
freely, with all the glory in which you have created 
me. 

 

I am your gift to me. I receive my life with gratitude. 
I am my gift to you. Receive me with love, bless me 
with grace, and use me according to your delight.    
        

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light 
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