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Come to the Feast 

In a world starving for fulfilment, Jesus sets a table of love 
every day. Yet the bread of life is passed over by so many 
who seek the latest confection to fill their emptiness. In 
this gospel Jesus invites us to his feast. His basket of grace 
is bottomless. Come to him as God and Savior and you 
will never go away hungry. 
 

In this gospel what seems like a pretty straight forward 
narrative means widely different things to different 
people. Google this Loaves and Fishes gospel and you'll 
be swamped by 908,000 entries. There is a large body of 
thought that sees this as a clever bait and switch by Jesus. 
His preaching supposedly cajoled the crowd into sharing a 
horde of food they had secreted away. Then there are the 
numerology obsessed. They see great significance in the 
number of loaves and fishes, the count of the crowd and 
the baskets of leftovers. Their zeal for minutia is only 
exceeded by the hyper-analytic who expound on why 
barley loaves instead of wheat, why fish, why the crowd 
reclined, and on and on. 
 

Of all Christ’s miracles, the Resurrection and the Loaves 
and Fishes are the only ones that get this much attention. 
They are the only ones recounted in all four gospels. And 
while the Resurrection towers above all, the Loaves and 
Fishes is the one which involves the greatest number of 
immediate participants. Yet despite its familiarity, from a 
sampling of the Google entries, its full meaning often 
escapes understanding. 
 

First, let’s give the miracle its due by using its full name: 
“The Multiplying of the Loaves and Fishes.” The full 
name is useful because multiplication is at the heart of the 
miracle. It was certainly in Christ's power to create a 
lavish banquet from scratch; including a heavenly desert 
cart and Moses as an after-dinner speaker. But Christ did 
not come to perform parlor tricks. As in all things, he is 
teaching us a lesson. This one involves some elementary 
math. A million times nothing, is still nothing. But a 
million times a morsel is a feast. Jesus took the meager 
loaves and fishes from the poverty of the people, blessed 
and broke them and then gave them back in satisfying 
superabundance. 
 

Could the message be any plainer? Jesus is telling us to 
come to him in our want. Bring our meager scraps of faith 

and he will turn them into a feast of fulfilment. Have the 
confidence to surrender a short, cramped mortal life and he 
will give you back an immortal life of endless joy. 
 

Jesus explains the mystery of salvation by playing it out in 
this tableau of an impromptu picnic. The Messiah, God and 
Man, has come among us. His bounty is bottomless. He 
offers eternal life, there for our taking. He asks only that we 
come as we are, bringing what we have... our struggling 
faith and our flawed love. What we give to him will be 
blessed and miraculously multiplied on a cosmic scale. By 
his grace we will be satisfied beyond imagining. 
 

Too many of us see the feast of salvation as something that 
lies over a distant horizon. But Jesus is not here to take 
reservations for a banquet far in the future. We need his 
grace right here, right now. Here is where we struggle… 
where we need his strength the most. And right here, right 
now… in his word, in our worship, in our fellowship, in our 
outreach is where we are fed. 
 

But make no mistake, Jesus does not feed us abundantly so 
we can become spiritually self-absorbed… basking in his 
favor… indolent in his service. We are meant to put all this 
ingestion of energy to work. In faith we must shoulder our 
cross… facing challenges, enduring disappointments, 
forgiving betrayals. But far beyond that, we must be 
Christ’s hands in the world… working to build the kingdom, 
witnessing his love in all that we do. 
 

In this gospel and in every passage of the Good News, there 
is a single unifying message: God loves us. And Christ is 
literally the embodiment of that love. Where we see scraps, 
he creates abundance.  
Where we see emptiness and 
depression, he creates 
profound fulfilment and 
boundless joy. In his love we 
are nourished and protected. 
He is the bread of life, 
infinitely enriched and 
multiplied for our salvation. 
Come to his feast… and never 
walk away hungry. Live in his 
love… and the feast never 
ends.  

~ Reverend David F. Sellery,  
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The readings this week: 
◦ 2 Samuel 11:1-15  ◦ Psalm 14 
◦ Ephesians 3:14-21 ◦ John 6:1-21 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: 2 Samuel 11:1-15 
 

Think about a few celebrities or other high-profile people 
who have recently been caught doing something wrong. 
Do you think they are more prone to certain sins because 
of their public status? In what ways was David already set 
up for failure? Where should he have been? Where should 
he not have been? Do you think Bathsheba was trying to 
seduce David? Does it matter to the story? To what 
lengths does David go to try to cover up his sin? What 
does this tell us about David’s state? Is this a normal way 
for David to act? What has changed in him that might 
cause him to act this way? Could David have gotten away 
with things like this if he had not been king? Why do you 
think the writer of the history chose to include this 
unflattering story from David’s life? What do we gain 
from recalling the less-flattering parts of our lives? Faith 
Element 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 14 
 

God came into the world, how does that truth impact this 
Psalm and what is being written about Jesus? What does 
the author mean when he says, "there are none who does 
good, not even one." What does this mean for humanity 
and our need for Jesus? Verse 6 says God is the refuge of 
the poor. Should are view of the poor be impacted by this 
statement? When we run into unbelievers, do we desire 
that the salvation of God would reach these people? Is it 
our desire that many would be added to the church of 
Christ? Kings Cross Community Church, Generations 

____3rd Reading: Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

What have you learned from a Christian whose 
background is different from yours (consider those who are 
different in terms of age, denomination, ethnicity, gender, 
social status, and so on.)? What did Paul do in response to 
God’s work through the gospel? Who provides us with the 
power of God? Why did Paul pray for the church to be 
strengthened with power through the Spirit in our inner 
being? What does it mean for Jesus to dwell in our hearts? 
What did Paul pray the church would have the strength to 
do? Why would Paul want to pray such a prayer for 
Christians? How is this whole prayer evidence of the 
freedom and confidence with which we can approach God? 
What effect would it have on the church if the prayer that 
we all could grasp the love of Christ were answered? How 
have you seen this prayer answered in your own church? 
Life Group 

 
____4th Reading: John 6:1-21 

 
What is the most difficult situation in which you have ever 
found yourself? Where did Jesus go? Why did the crowd 
of people follow Jesus? What question did Jesus ask 
Philip? How did Philip respond? What role did Andrew 
play in feeding the five thousand? How did the crowd of 
people respond to Jesus’ miracle? What did the crowd of 
people intend to do? For what reasons do people follow 
Jesus today? What makes you want to follow Jesus? What 
is your typical reaction to situations that seem to present no 
readily available solution? What tough situation do you 
need to trust God to work out in your life this week? Whyte 
Ridge Baptist Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Dear God,  
Remind me to 
share  
whatever  
is in my basket 
today. 
You will do the rest.  
Amen. 
 
~ Rev. Karla Miller, A Place for Prayer 

There feeding the angels, here on earth a hungry 
child; there unfailing Bread with perfect powers, here, 

along with speechless children, needing the 
nourishment of milk; there doing good, here suffering 

evil; there never dying, here rising after death and 
bestowing eternal life on mortals.  God became one 

of us so that we might become God.  
  

~ Augustine, The Fathers of the Church, 1959, quoted 
from A Eucharist Sourcebook, LTP, via Suzanne Guthrie, 

At the Edge of Enclosure 
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