
Spirit and God’s desire to give us that which is good and 
life-giving. 
 
Then, especially if you’re of the “once-and-done” prayer 
school, check out the Old Testament lesson where 
Abraham in effect bargains with God for the life of the 
wicked city of Sodom. Abraham asks God to spare the city 
if only 50 righteous souls can be found, then 45, or only 
40, and 30, or 20, and finally 10 souls. Abraham does not 
relent; he continues to plead and bargain with God to spare 
the broken whole for the sake of the few. How often do we 
pray and contend with God for the love of neighbor and 
good of the whole? 
 
Maybe you are one of those fierce prayers, a disciple 
whose knees are bruised or calloused from spending so 
much time in conversation with God. I suspect, however, if 
you’re like most mainline American Christians, your knees 
are in no real danger of damage—at least not from hours 
spent in prayer. 
 
Dear friends, it’s time we get really bold in our 
conversations with God, time that we prayed like we 
believed it, time that we expect God to respond. Our world 
cries out for lament, for prayer, and yes, for action. We 
need action desperately, but we need action that is rooted 
in faith, centered in prayer, and grounded in Christ. This 
week’s lessons and the current state of the world give us 
fertile ground for sowing seeds and modeling a way 
forward. I will be praying for you dear partners in faith. I 
will pray that the Holy Spirit descends upon you and those 
whom you serve, igniting your hearts, your words, and 
your actions with divine fire and light and grace. Blessings 
on your bold prayers, proclamation, and participation. 

~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Bold 
 
Praying. Sometimes I think we ignore or neglect that 
which should be at the forefront of all that we do to 
prepare, to proclaim, and indeed to draw breath each day. 
I wonder in times like these when there is so much 
heaviness, pain, suffering, hate, and fear, why prayer 
doesn’t receive a more prominent billing in the grand 
scope of things. 
 
True enough, we see memes that remind us to pray for 
whatever the most recent tragic hashtag happens to be, 
and then people respond angrily that we should quit 
praying and, for heaven’s sake, do something. Prayer is 
seen by many folks as the expected, low impact, easy-
peasy cop-out to countering the world’s ills, sort of a feel
-good, easily digestible religious pablum rather than a 
heavy-duty meaningful response. Sadly, there is some 
truth to that response. For some folks prayer has lost its 
luster, appearing to have no effect on the problems and 
woes of our world. Instead it is either a rote response or a 
piteous whimper in the path of utter destruction. We bend 
and shimmy like shallow-rooted pines, our fragile faith 
ready to snap loose from solid ground at the next 
provocation or tragedy. Where IS God in all of this mess? 
We prayed for peace didn’t we? We prayed for hope 
didn’t we? We believe that black lives, blue lives, 
LGBTQ lives, and life in general matter, don’t we? 
 
Lord! Help our unbelief. Give us the gift of faith. Make 
us bold to pray as you have taught us. Let us be as 
persistent as Abraham in our petitions. Help us to root 
deeply into Christ and not be swayed by passing fancies 
and competing claims for our time and attention and 
energy. Yes, we have an action problem, and we are 
failing to address deep problems of loving our neighbor, 
working for justice, doing mercy, and walking humbly 
with God; however, we also have a prayer problem. 
 
Why? Because the fruitful actions of a faithful disciple 
always, always grow out of fervent and frequent prayer. 
Check out Jesus’ response to the disciples’ request for a 
“how-to guide to prayer” in this week’s gospel lesson. 
Ponder deeply the petitions Jesus outlines. Let them rest 
on your tongue and cover your heart with God’s good 
will rather than your own weak attempts. Don’t rush 
through the words at lightning speed. Hold onto them and 
trouble them like a smooth glass marble or a polished 
worry stone. Savor the promise of the gift of the Holy 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Hosea 1:2-10 
 

What do you think are some of the more important names 
and terms that have emerged in the news over the past 
few weeks and why? What is powerful about saying such 
names? What is the significance of sharing so many 
names in this passage? What do you envision when you 
think of the relationship between Hosea and Gomer, given 
that they were married at least long enough to have three 
children? In what ways might this passage present 
problems to some people? What promise was given in this 
passage, and in what way might this apply to us as well? 
What do you think this passage teaches us about the 
various actors involved in it – including God – and why? 
Does this passage give you any new insight to the phrase, 
“Say his name?” Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 85 

 
When has another person encouraged you in your faith? 
For what reason did the psalm writer recall God’s 
faithfulness in the past? How can God’s people rest 
secure in His care? What promises does God offer His 
people? How should God’s people respond to His 
faithfulness? What mercies did the psalm writer expect to 
receive from the Lord? What reassurance is offered? 
What does this psalm tell us about God’s character? What 
kind of relationship does the Lord want to have with us? 
According to this psalm, what responsibility do we have 
to the Lord? Where or how could you display a reminder 
of God’s faithfulness to you each day this week? Lesson 
Maker 

____3rd Reading: Colossians 2:6-15 (16-19)  
 

What would you say is the basic truth of the Gospel, and 
what is required of us to be saved? What does it mean to 
“walk in” Christ or to “live your lives in” him? Why do 
you think “thankfulness” is such an important part of 
living in Christ? Paul warns the believers against false 
philosophies, extra religious traditions and specific 
spiritual practices. How do these things relate to the 
Gospel? Are they essential? How can we tell? These are 
rules that others are attempting to add to Christianity. 
Why, then, would Paul answer with the fact that Jesus is 
already the “fullness” of God?  How might we know that 
someone’s teaching is not in harmony with the Gospel? 
Can you think of any false requirements that modern 
Christians have tried to place on the Gospel? How can we 
recognize these teachings, and how can we respond to 
them? Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 11:1-13 

 
How important do you see prayer to your life? How does 
prayer help us grow in our relationship with God? How is 
prayer both conversation and encounter with God? How 
has Jesus taught us to pray? Does this reflect your prayer 
life? Why is prayer so integral to our relationship with 
God? What does it look like to listen to God? How does 
prayer help us ‘get on board’ with God’s kingdom 
priorities? Have you ever changed what you were praying 
for through the process of praying? Why was the 
neighbour’s request for bread so outrageous? What is 
meant by ‘shameless’? How can our prayer life to be 
shameless in approach? Why is praying for something 
persistently not the same as demanding something from 
God? Do you think your prayer life is focused, shameless, 
and trusting? What steps can you take to make it more so? 
St Bart’s Anglican Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

O most Compassionate Life-giver, 
may we honor and praise you; 
May we work with you to establish your new order of 
justice peace and love; 
Give us what we need for growth, 
And help us, through forgiving others, to accept 
forgiveness. 
Strengthen us in the time of testing, that we may 
resist all evil, 
For all tenderness, strength and love are yours, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 

Bill Wallace, Aootearoa/New Zealand 

The prayer that Jesus taught is among the shortest of 
the daily disciplines in the world's great religions. But 
to the eyes of Christian faith it shimmers like the most 
precious of diamonds. When we pray it, allowing 
ourselves to be centered in the kingdom petition, a 
prism effect occurs. With light from the Spirit, other 
parts of the prayer fan out into a rainbowlike display of 
what it means for us to participate in the coming reign 
of God. C.S. Lewis wrote that he had gotten into the 
habit of mentally “festooning” individual petitions of 
the Lord's Prayer as he prayed them. Festooning means 
“to adorn with colorful decorations,” and Lewis used 
the term to describe his way of adding “private 
overtones” to certain of the petitions. I think we can all 
do that. Both the prayer itself and the Spirit within us 
encourage our imaginations to paint with the full 
palette of the kingdom. 

~ John Koenig, Rediscovering New Testament Prayer 
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