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Thoughts, readings and reflections
based on this week’s lectionary readings

July 23, 2017
Proper 11A/Ordinary 16A/Pentecost +7
The readings this week:
◦ Genesis 28:10-19a ◦ Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
◦ Romans 8:12-25 ◦ Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Click here to read this week’s Scriptures

In Process
If you’ve ever undertaken a church renovation or home
restoration project, you understand a thing or two about
what it means to be “in process.” Especially if you are of
the “do-it-yourself” home improvement school, you may
live in various states of confusion and disarray until the
project in question is deemed complete. Well, that is,
complete until the next project or phase of the renovation
comes along.
Dwellings need
continual upkeep
and maintenance
to remain sound
and functional.
The Body of
Christ is no
exception to the
rule.
Along with creation, we long and hope for that day when
we will be set free from our bondage to decay, but until
then, there is always work to do. It’s simply the reality
where we live, love, work and worship.

incorporated into the family but still growing. And we’re
in the midst of a world and a culture that is rapidly
changing, too. Yet this same creation and the cycles of
the seasons is older still than recorded history. Even
though we humans have experienced vast change–from
the Iron Age to the Bronze Age to the Dark Ages and the
Renaissance, into the industrial age, and hurtling into
post-modernism and beyond–we are still placed here and
charged with being stewards of this abundance.
In the grand scheme of life, at least from our limited view
and paltry knowledge, we are on earth for a fleeting time
yet we exist in eternity because matter doesn’t simply go
away. We believe that through Christ we have conquered
death, that we are freed in Christ.
Still we live in the midst of this ever changing world,
often uncomfortably, not immune to pain and suffering.
Even as our created world suffers at our own hands, and
we all groan at the lack of peace and justice and our
human mess, we may raise our heads in eager
anticipation of when all will be put right. Surely on that
day, God will harvest both the good wheat and the pesky
weeds. Nothing will be wasted. Our best laid plans and
schemes will count for naught, but it won’t matter one
bit.

It might help this week to envision one another as being in
various stages of restoration and renovation on the
discipleship journey. Just as photos from years past help
us mark and remember time, and even as we look at our
parents and grandparents for cloudy images of our future,
we live right now–in process–in this particular location
and moment in the cosmos. The congregations and
worshiping communities of which we are part are also in
flux. The proud cornerstones of original edifices may be
50 or 100 or even 250 years old (or more!), but the body
that worships there is not the same as those founding
mothers and fathers. Sure, many things remain the same,
especially those non-negotiable fundamentals of our faith.
We speak ancient creeds and follow a pattern of worship
with roots that reach way back to the time of the Kings
and Prophets. We may incorporate contemporary styles of
music and instrumentation, and we may blend traditions of
many ethnic backgrounds, but the foundation of the house,
Jesus the Christ, is still the same.

So soldier on, fellow disciple! Do the best you can to
steward the mysteries of salvation and the gifts of this
amazing world. Cultivate your relationships and give
them a fresh coat of paint trimmed with love and grace.
Fix the plumbing of broken systems of being church. Reroof your dreams; boost the ceiling even a bit higher
perhaps. Tend the grounds and sweep away the cobwebs
of anger and despair.

We who are in process are also part of an entire created
order that is in process. We are already but not yet, we are
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We have hope. We cannot see it yet or even image it
fully, but by the
gift of faith we
know these things
to be true. There
is the good news–
in process but
drawing ever
near.
~ Sharron R.

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: Genesis 28:10-19a
Are you hoarding the blessings God has given you? How
can you channel your blessings so that you will become a
blessing to others? How has your experience of God’s
grace transformed you? Have you ever found yourself "in
a limbo of [your] own making"? When have you found
God in "unexpected places"? How did that feel? Do you
ever make promises to God, in gratitude or perhaps for
persuasion? How do you think our scientific age deal
with dreams and their spiritual meanings? What dreams
matter most to you, and to all of us? Sermons that Work,
Weekly Seeds

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Do you find these verses more comforting or the more
unsettling and why? Although we may believe God is
everywhere, we don’t always experience it. In what ways
have you sensed God’s presence recently? Have you
wanted to flee from it? Do you feel near to God? Do you
feel distant? Does thinking about God in these terms
make you uncomfortable? How would becoming more
aware of God’s presence affect how you live? How do
you respond to the idea that God already knows and has
searched us, yet we are called to ask God to search and
know us? Why do you suppose that is? Newton Covenant
Church

Praying Toward Sunday
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit…
Romans 8:16
“We do not know how to pray
as we ought.”
"The Spirit
Intercedes for us with
sighs too deep for
words.”
Holy God,
take our poor attempts to pray
and mix them with your immeasurable love.
Remodel them and lift them up
into your eternal
bosom.
~ Anne Osdieck, The Sunday Website of Saint Louis

Contemplation is a long loving look at what is real.
How often we are fooled by what mimics the real.
Indeed, we live in a culture that flaunts the phony and
thrives on glittering fabrication. We are so bombarded
by the superficial and the trivial that we can lose our
bearings and give ourselves over to a way of living that
drains us of our humanity. Seduced by the superficial,
we lose the very freedom we think all our acquisitions
will provide. When we are engaged in the experience
and practice of radical amazement, we begin to
distinguish between the genuine and the junk. Caught
up in contemplative awareness and rooted in love, we
begin to break free from cultural confines and embrace
the truth that lies at the heart of all reality: We are one.
-Judy Cannato, Radical A mazement: Contemplative Lessons from
Black Holes, Supernovas, and other Wonders of the Universe. 2006
via Suzanne Guthrie At the Edge of Enclosure

____3rd Reading: Romans 8:12-25

In what way are we debtors? In your own words, what are
Christians not obligated to do? It seems that Paul never
finishes the sentence in verse 12; he tells us we are under
obligation not to the flesh – but doesn’t tell us who we are
obligated to. Who is it, and why? How do we live by the
Spirit? What kind of Spirit have we received from God?
How can we be sure that we are children of God? How
can we make sure that we don’t walk according to the
dictates of the flesh? What do you think it means to
choose life rather than death? If we have been adopted
into God’s family as His sons, what rights and obligations
do you think accompany that privilege? What does it
mean to have full inheritance rights? In what way have you
been called upon to suffer because you are a child of God?
What words are used in verses 15 to 17 to describe our
relationship to God? How can you use these verses to help
fellow believers? Redeemer Lutheran Church
____4th Reading: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Describe an acquaintance or friend who after getting to
know them turned out to be a completely different person
than you first thought. Jesus explains who is represented
in the parable in Matthew 13:37-39. Who are the sower,
wheat, weeds, enemy, and reapers? In the parable, why
does the master allow the weeds to continue growing in the
field and what is the fate of the wheat and the weeds?
Why is it that the weeds are distinguished only when they
begin to bear grain? There is a strong warning against a
premature gathering of the wheat in Matthew 13:29. What
is the gathering of weeds symbolic for in this passage?
What does the stealth maneuver of the enemy in Matthew
13:25 tell us about the kingdom of heaven and the world?
Why do you think God allows “law-breakers” to thrive
alongside the “righteousness?’ Who and what are the
“weeds” in your life and what are you currently doing to
plant seeds of the Gospel? Grace Church

