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A Cup of Sacrifice 

I sometimes imagine the passages for the week to be in 
conversation with one another. In the same way that I 

seek out a theme to tie the lectionary texts together, this 
can be difficult at times. I'm not suggesting it to be an 
academic endeavor either. It is just that when I read the 
four (or more) texts listed in the lectionary, I wonder 
what they can be saying to one another in addition to 
the reader. This is a difficult week for many reasons, 
not the least of which is the Genesis story of Abraham 

dragging his son up a mountain and almost using him as 
a human sacrifice. 

What does a text that has Jesus empowering and 
uplifting disciples to offer a cup of cold water to God's 
children as the very representatives of Christ himself 
have to say to a text that has a father almost killing his 

own son before a ram is found to be stuck in a thicket? 
To be completely honest, I'd prefer to just skip the 
Genesis text this week, pretend it doesn't exist, chalk it 

up to some mistake made along 
the way in thousands of years 
of storytelling and translation. 

I've never been able to stomach 
it very well. 

Oh, I could write about 
sacrifices that we must make in 
our lives, how we must be 
willing to give up the very 

thing that means the most to 
us, in order to give our whole 
selves to God. I could write 

about how God will always provide what is needed for 
us even in a moment that seems to be so completely 
desperate and painful. We've all heard those sermons 
many times. Good sermons. Good lessons to learn. It 

just doesn't deal with the issue of God asking for this 
sacrifice or that an innocent child almost died because 
of it. So, can't we just pretend it doesn't exist at all? 

Maybe Abraham just thought he heard the voice of 
God. There is nothing in the text to support my saying 
this, but it sure would make it easier for me to think that 

a human got it wrong instead of thinking that a loving 

God had asked for such a horrifying thing to be done. 

If you are reading this and hope that I come to some 
great, clear, uplifting answer for the trouble in this 
Genesis passage, I'll save you 
the trouble of reading any 
further. I don't understand it 
and that is what I am saying. 

Often we don't understand. 
We think we should take path 
A only to find ourselves a 
few intersections down the 
way to learn that it really 
should have been path B. 

If Jesus is in conversation 

with Abraham from the 
Matthew text to the Genesis 
text, all I can see that he may be saying is reminding 
all of us that we won't always know the way. 
Sometimes we will even mistake our way for his way. 
And, even so, he provides what we need, allows us to 

represent him on this earth to all the parents who feel 
like they are sacrificing their own children on all kinds 
of altars. 

I prefer to just not think about this story of Abraham 
and Isaac, but the lectionary does not allow that. So, 
maybe what we really need to ask in relation to these 

texts is about the ways in which the Church is 
representing the Christ to a world that feels desperate, 
confused, in pain, and willing to sink into violence in 
search for answers. I 
think it is time to find 
our way out of the 

thicket and offer them 
a drink of water. 

~ Rev. Tiffany Hall 
McClung, Miriam's 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 22:1-14 
 

Why does the idea of surrender – to lose one’s life in 
order to find it – completely contradict our world and our 
culture?  Why are we oftentimes fearful of the idea of 
surrendering unto God the parts of our lives that we hold 
the tightest?  In reading the first two verses of this 
passage, what can we recognize about the relationship 
between God and Abraham?  How would you describe 
that relationship?  Why is it important to this story that 
God and Abraham had an intimate and very personal 
relationship?  Looking at verse 3, what stands out to you 
about Abraham’s response?  What do Abraham’s 
proclamations communicate about his desire for Isaac 
even as he continued to follow God’s command to 
sacrifice him?  What can we learn about Abraham’s faith 
and his willingness to walk in complete surrender to God 
by obediently sacrificing Isaac?   Henderson Hills Baptist 
Church 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 13  

 
In Psalm 13, David struggles with feeling forgotten. Have 
you ever been forgotten by someone who was supposed to 
pick you up? How did you feel? What did you think?  
David begins this psalm with questions for God. What are 
his concerns in verse one?  What are other reasons for his 
sadness in verse two?  Are you comfortable with 
expressing doubts and asking questions in your prayers?  
Why is it helpful to express our doubts to God?  David 
ends the prayer of doubt with a statement of trust. How is 
it possible to doubt and trust at the same time?  How does 
it encourage you in your struggles to know that the Bible 
give voice to doubts?  What is one area of doubt or 
difficulty that you need to express to God?  Hope Church 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 6:12-23  

What does living in God’s grace mean to you? How do you 
participate in this grace?  Do you see a difference between 
“freedom from sin” and “freedom not to sin”?  Is the 
freedom not to sin a hallmark of being a Christian? Does 
living into God’s grace and all that that offers us trump our 
human inclination to sin?  Is this freedom empowering? Is 

it burdensome?  Sermons that Work 
 

____4th Reading:  Matthew 10:40-42  
 

Who has inspired you in the Christian journey?  What is 
the "little cup of cold water" that you offer to others?  Why 
might someone not welcome "the promises of God"?  How 
did the church move so far away from living in "a place of 
welcome"?  Are people "changed for good" by the life and 
ministry of your church?  Weekly Seeds 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

How long, O Lord? 

How long before I am free from this pain? 
How long will mere children become soldiers? 
How long before governments rule justly? 

How long must I feel like a lone voice against 
injustice? 
Why must there be so much strife in my family? 
Why must my friend suffer so? 

How long before our children turn to you? 
How long will AIDS ravage Africa? 
How long must I live with this guilt and shame? 

How long before fewer children die each day? 
When will cancer die? 
How long must women be made into sexual objects? 

How long before the world is suicide-free? 
When will the church finally be all it can be? 
How long before peace and joy rule in every heart? 

How long, O Lord? 

~ Joan DeVries , Reformed Worship 

 

When I was a stranger you welcomed me.  
                                       ~  Matthew 25:35 

 
Hospitality is a basic Christian practice. We welcome 
others into our homes, around our tables, and into our 
lives. It’s an extension of loving our neighbor. And, 
because by welcoming them we are also welcoming God 
in Christ, it is also an extension of loving God with our 
hearts, souls, and lives. 
 

It’s one of those things that we ought to go out of our 
way to do. 
 

And not just with the strangers who show up on our door. 
It’s sometimes easier to extend hospitality to someone 
we’ve never met before, or someone we just barely 
know…but at the same time forget those who are always 
around us. 
 

I am guilty of this. I will overextend myself meeting the 
needs of others, at any time of the night or day…and then 
neglect to extend myself to my wife or children. I’ll 
come home so zapped, that I’ve left nothing to give to 
them.  This is not good, for they bear the Divine Image 
too. Taking their love and attention for granted is just as 
much an affront to hospitality as slamming the front door 
on a complete stranger. 
 

Our task is to consciously attend to the Christ in 
everyone. Christ in the stranger. Christ in the enemy. 
Christ in the friend. Christ in the spouse. Christ in our 
sibling. Christ in the politician who makes our blood 
boil. Christ in the one who believes differently than I do. 
 

Christ in everyone. 
                

                             An excerpt from Sit up Straighter, Rick Morley 
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