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Wheat and Weeds and Birthday Calls 

I am a terrible gardener.  It could be that I just don't care about it 

enough.  Or that I have simply not taken the time to develop the 

skill.  Or maybe I'm just never going to be good at it, because you 
see I often have a hard time telling the difference between the 

weeds and what's supposed to be growing there.  Or maybe it's 

just that until recently, I have not been blessed with adequate 
garden space or adequate garden space with enough sunshine or 

adequate time at those times of the year when gardening needs to 
happen to bother to put the effort in. 
 

Whatever the reason, I can't tell weeds from wheat or anything 

else for that matter.  And if that is true when it comes to green 

growing things, for me this is all the more true among human 
beings.  I can't tell the "weed" from the "wheat." 
 

Oh, it's not that I don't live in a world full of such categories and 
its not that my mind doesn't still go there. I expect we all think in 

terms of insiders and outsiders, producers and those who simply 

consume, those who belong and those who don't. I have had 
plenty of times in my life when I've felt like a 'weed.' Just think 

Junior High or getting cut from the team or, even now, as I 

experienced a few weeks ago simply walking into a shop which 
was so 'high end' I just knew I didn't belong. I know what it is to 

feel like a 'weed' and I don't doubt I have made others to feel the 

same way.  Only I've been wrong enough times --- 
especially when it comes to matters of faith --- that I am 

immensely grateful that I'm a terrible gardener.  
 

Let me offer one small example of how this has played out where 

I am today. 
 

A couple of years ago when I 

began as pastor here, the 
congregation was still in turmoil 

after a long, drawn out battle. To 

carry out the metaphor, casualties 
were everywhere: some we knew 

about and others we were simply 

left to guess at.  In that tender 
time, when our healing had only 

just begun, one of our leaders suggested that I begin to make 

birthday calls. The thought was that this would promote a sort of 
simple kindness which was so very needed then. Well, we have 

an easy system for accessing birthdays and phone numbers and it 

seemed like an easy enough thing to do. 

And so it is that for the last couple of years, every day I am in the 

office, I have made birthday calls.  Sometimes I'm calling a day 

or two early. Sometimes I'm up to a week late.  Often I'm leaving 
messages.  Occasionally I'm finding the number we have is no 

longer in service.  I just make the calls. 
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Only there is this.  The list we have includes everyone.  It includes 

active members and those we haven't seen in years.  It includes 

children who were baptized, but whose parents never actually 
joined.  It includes those who live nearby and those who have long 

since moved away.  
 

I made no distinction.  I just called them all.  Early on, a couple of 

times I was asked, "Are you actually calling everyone?  Why aren't 

you just calling active members?"  In other words, "How come 
you're not just calling the 'wheat?'" 
 

Well, when I first began making those calls, I wouldn't have known 

the difference.  I would not have been able to distinguish "the weeds 

from the wheat."  Even more than that though, and I mean this most 
sincerely, who am I to say who is 'weed' and who is 'wheat?'  
 

Now I know this is obvious, but people are different from green 

things which grow.  One's 'wheat-ness,' at least in this way, is not 

engraved on one's DNA.  Indeed, one may look like an awful lot 
like a 'weed' right now, but later turn out to be 'wheat' after all.  And 

it could just be that a thirty second birthday call from the pastor --- 

or any word of kindness or encouragement from anyone connected 
with a faith community --- might be just what makes the difference. 
 

And there is this.  Even though one is not showing up as 'wheat' 

here, doesn't mean they aren't showing up as 'wheat' somewhere 

else.  And shouldn't I be encouraging that?  For that matter, at some 
time everyone I call had some concrete connection to this 'wheat 

field' we call First Lutheran Church.  Maybe they'll find their way 

back and maybe they won't.  I wouldn't want to be the one to stand 
in the way. 
 

So here is what I've learned in a couple of seasons of making these 

calls.  Those we might be tempted to think of as 'weeds' are more 

open to picking up the phone the second and third and fourth time a 
family birthday rolls around.  The conversation seems to come 

easier.  I have to say that I can't help but wonder if this is 

because they thought I thought they were 'weeds' before and have 
since discovered I don't think that at all.  I am just calling to wish 

them happy birthday.  I'm a gardener who can't tell the 

difference.  More than that, I suppose, I don't want to tell the 
difference. Not really. 

Now I know that Jesus doesn't say exactly this in this 

parable.  Evidently, in the image he offers now, one can easily tell 
which is wheat and which are weeds.  Even so, he seems to be 

saying that we are to let someone else sort it out.  That to pull out 

the weeds too early could mean uprooting all the rest. Either way, 
I'm glad I'm not the one sorting. Because people are harder to 

categorize than your ordinary wheat and weeds.  

And I'll say it again.  I can't tell the difference. I am a terrible 

gardener.  

                                               ~ Jackie Hunt, Dancing with the Word 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=151
http://words.dancingwiththeword.com/2014/07/wheat-and-weeds-and-birthday-calls.html


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 28:10-19a  
 

Have you ever found yourself "in a limbo of [your] own 
making"?  When have you found God in "unexpected 
places"? How did that feel?  Why might God self-identify 
as “the God of Abraham your father and the God of 
Isaac”? What might the implication be identifying 
Abraham as Jacob’s father, especially when Isaac is 
Jacob’s father?  What is the relationship between God and 
Jacob before this passage? How might God’s promise to 
Jacob in verse 15 be fulfilled? Does God fulfill the 
promise made to Jacob? Do you ever make promises to 
God, in gratitude or perhaps for persuasion?  How do you 
think our scientific age deal with dreams and their 
spiritual meanings?  What dreams matter most to you, and 
to all of us?  Weekly Seeds, St. John’s Episcopal  

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24   

 
Who would you say knew you “the best” growing up?  
What does it take to really get to know a person?  Have 
you ever had someone know you better than you know 
yourself? Who knows you best now?  What do these 
scriptures tell us about God?  What does God know based 
on these verses? Do you believe we ever truly know 
ourselves completely?  How do you feel about God’s total 
knowledge of you? Do these verses make you feel 
uncomfortable or bring you comfort? Do you feel 
restricted or protected by this?  Even though we cannot 
“get away” from God, what do we do to sometimes hold 
Him at a distance? How does David respond in light of 
God knowing, being, and creating him?  How could you 
develop a more consistent sense of God’s unshakable 
presence in your life? How could the prayer in verses 23-
24 be helpful in this?  River Pointe Church 

____3rd Reading:  Romans 8:12-25  
 

What is the difference between how a slave views the 
world and how a son views the world? How can we fall 
back into fear, even as children of God? Why is it hard 
sometimes to think of God as our father? How do we 
“suffer with [Christ]”? How are we then “glorified with 
him”?  Which of these works of the Spirit is especially 
meaningful to you right now?  Why is it important to 
remember that the Holy Spirit is “not a tool, but a person”?  
How do you relate to the Holy Spirit?  How has the Holy 
Spirit given you assurance of God’s salvation work in your 
life?  Growth Group Discussion, Redeemer Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  

 
Why did the owner not want the servants to pull up the 
weeds?  Does the command “let both grow together” seem 
counter intuitive? At harvest, what will be the final 
destination of the weeds and what will be the final 
destination of the wheat? What does this mean for us as 
Christ followers?  The servants did not know that there 
were weeds until both the wheat and the weeds began to 
sprout. So what does this say about visible difference 
between the ‘wheat’ and the ‘weeds’ during the initial 
growing season?  Do you have a hard time making the 
parallel between the weeds and the wheat and human 
beings?  What kind of 'gardener' are you?  When might it 
be helpful to be able to discern the difference between 
'weeds' and 'wheat?'  How might the Kingdom be served if 
you and I simply can't tell the difference? I have proposed 
another reason to wait until 'harvest' until the weeds are 
separated from the wheat --- namely that I can't tell the 
difference --- and maybe what at first appears to be a 
'weed' might actually be 'wheat.'  Does that work? Why or 
why not?  Sermon Lane, Dancing with the Word 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God, you know us better than we know ourselves. 
You know our thoughts, 
our weaknesses, 
our motivations, 
our sins. 
And you love us still. 
Forgive us when we don’t believe such love is true or 
possible; 
When we wonder how You could love us just as we 
are, 
when we forget our intricate construction, 
fearfully, wonderfully made, 
in Your image! 
Remove from our minds every thought which keeps 
us from you. 
Break down the walls, 
push aside the pride, 
and help us to trust anew. 
You know our hearts. 
And you love us still.  Amen. 
 

~  All Things New, written by Rev. Susan A. Blain and 
Rev. Scott Ressman  

Contemplation is a long loving look at what is real. 
How often we are fooled by what mimics the real. 
Indeed, we live in a culture that flaunts the phony 
and thrives on glittering fabrication. We are so 
bombarded by the superficial and the trivial that we 
can lose our bearings and give ourselves over to a 
way of living that drains us of our humanity. 
Seduced by the superficial, we lose the very freedom 
we think all our acquisitions will provide. When we 
are engaged in the experience and practice of radical 
amazement, we begin to distinguish between the 
genuine and the junk. Caught up in contemplative 
awareness and rooted in love, we begin to break free 
from cultural confines and embrace the truth that lies 
at the heart of all reality: We are one. 
 
-Judy Cannato, Radical Amazement: Contemplative 
Lessons from Black Holes, Supernovas, and other 
Wonders of the Universe. 2006 via Suzanne Guthrie, At 
the Edge of Enclosure 
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