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Come Away with Me
A couple of years ago, my husband, children and I visited
Calcutta, where my husband grew up. My parents-in-law's
apartment building is right in the urban thick of the city, and
so staying there for any length of time requires a fullimmersion baptism of the senses.
Car horns blare day and night. Bollywood music, blasting
through tinny car speakers, competes with the ancient and
eerie chants of the imams, calling the Muslim faithful to
prayer. Roosters crow at odd hours, and crows begin
screeching at dawn. The air smells thick and close. Like
ash, sweat, and street food.
Tea-sellers, businessmen, wedding processions, and
uniformed
schoolchildren share
the dusty streets with
cows, goats, chickens,
and feral dogs.
Traffic "laws" are
optional at best,
forcing buses, cars,
bicycles, and
autorickshaws to vie
for dominance at every intersection. There's no place to go
where there aren't people, people, and more people.
Calcutta, in other words, is not the vacation spot to choose if
you seek quiet, rest, and solitude. Rather, it's the kind of
place that makes serious demands on your heart and body.
Demands of patience, flexibility, and fortitude. Demands of
compassion….
Mark 6:30-34 describes the return of the disciples from their
first ministry tour — their inauguration into apostleship.
Exhilarated and exhausted, they have stories to tell Jesus —
thrilling stories of healings, exorcisms, and effective
evangelistic campaigns. Perhaps there are darker stories in
the mix as well — stories of failure and rejection. Hard
stories they need to process privately with their Teacher.
Whatever the case, Jesus senses that the disciples need a
break. They're tired, overstimulated, underfed, and in
significant need of solitude.
Jesus, meanwhile, is not in top form himself. He has just lost
John the Baptist, his beloved cousin and prophet, the one
who baptized him and spent a lifetime in the wilderness

preparing his way. Worse, Jesus has lost him to murder, a
terrifying reminder that God's beloved are not immune to
violent, senseless deaths. Maybe Jesus' own end feels closer.
In any case, he's heartbroken.
"Let's go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile," he
says to his disciples as the crowds throng around them at the
edge of the Sea of Galilee. "Come away with me," is how
another translation puts it, and I hear both tenderness and
longing in those words. Yes, Jesus wants to provide a time of
rest and recuperation for his friends. But he's weary, himself;
the hunger he articulates here is his own.
Lesson One for me? Pay more attention to the "throwaway"
passages in the Gospels, those little transition verses which
often precede or follow the "main events" of Jesus' life story.
Passages like Luke 5:16: "But Jesus often withdrew to lonely
places and prayed." Or Mark 11:12: "The next day as they
were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry." Or Matthew 8:24:
"Jesus was sleeping." Or Mark 7:24: "He didn't want anyone
to know which house he was staying in."
In these "minor" verses, I see essential glimpses of Jesus'
human life — the life I can relate to most readily. His need to
withdraw, his desire for solitary prayer, his physical hunger,
his sleepiness, his inclination to hide.

These glimpses take nothing away from Jesus' divinity; they
enhance it, making it richer and all the more mysterious.
They remind me that the doctrine of the Incarnation truly is
Christianity's best gift to the world. God — the God of the
whole universe — hungers, sleeps, eats, rests, withdraws, and
grieves. In all of these mundane but crucial ways, our God is
like us.
He's also like us in that sometimes, his best-laid plans go
awry. According to St. Mark, Jesus' retreat-by-boat idea fails.
The crowds anticipate his plan, and follow on foot. By the
time he and his disciples reach their longed-for destination,
the crowds are waiting, and the quiet sanctuary Jesus seeks is
nowhere to be found. Maybe what he faces isn't quite the
urban onslaught of Calcutta, but it's definitely a first-century
wilderness equivalent.
Does Jesus run? Does he turn the boat around and sail away?
No. As Mark puts it, "Jesus saw the huge crowd as he
stepped from the boat, and had compassion on them because
they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began to
teach them many things."
~ an excerpt, by Debie Thomas, Journey with Jesus

Reflecting on the Word
____1st Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a
David is reminded that God has, up to this point, lived in
a tent among his people. What does this say about God?
In what ways could a building “contain” God – at least in
the mind of the people? Why might God not want to be
“settled” in the same way that David and his people
settled in Jerusalem? Why do you think human beings
desire to contain God? What other structures and
behaviors do we sometimes use to contain God? How do
they limit our understanding of God’s character and
power? Why is it important – for ourselves and others –
that we try not to contain God? Do you think we should
simply begin tearing down church buildings and stopping
our traditions? How can we work within the false
boundaries we place on God’s character and power? Faith

Another morning and I wake with thirst for the
goodness I do not have. I walk out to the pond and
all the way God has given us such beautiful
lessons. Oh Lord, I was never a quick scholar but
sulked and hunched over my books past the hour and
the bell; grant me, in your mercy, a little more
time. Love for the earth and love for you are having
such a long conversation in my heart. Who knows
what will finally happen or where I will be sent, yet
already I have given a great many things away,
expecting to be told to pack nothing, except the
prayers which, with this thirst, I am slowly learning.

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 89:20-37

~ Mary Oliver, Thirst, via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of
Enclosure

Element

What did David want to do for God? How was God’s plan
different from David’s? What did God promise David?
What do you think verse 29 means about making David’s
“line” last forever? Do you think God had a purpose for
more than just David? What do you think that purpose is?
What does God keeping the promise to David mean for
us? Why is it important that we not put a limit on what
God can do? When has God done the unexpected in your
life? Grow

____3rd Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22
How does Paul describe their life prior to Christ? Who is
“the circumcision” and why are they calling the Gentiles
“the uncircumcision”? What time is Paul referring to in
verse 12 when he says, “at that time” and what does that
tell us? There was great tension between Jews and Gentiles
when Paul wrote this. What are some ways that Christ
brought peace? How did Christ abolish the hostility
between Jews and Gentiles? What are some of the images
that God uses to describe this new entity encompassing
Gentile Christians and Jewish Christians? As a member of
God’s household, you have lots of brothers and sisters.
What would a church look like that was truly living out the
vision of this passage? Cru

____4th Reading: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

Praying Toward Sunday
Almighty God,
by your Holy Spirit
you have made us one with your saints
in heaven and on earth:
Help us to see your presence
burning in the hearts of others;
grant that we may be united
in a fellowship of love and prayer;
give us the courage to pick up our cross
and respond to the needs of the world,
give us the stamina to follow you,
to be your hands and heart in the world;
enable us to witness to your grace and mercy.
We pray all this
through the love your son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
~ written by Terri, RevGalBlogPals

How does Jesus respond to the exhausted but excited
disciples? What does he suggest next? How, in our crazy,
busy lives, can you find this balance? What is your "get
away" boat? The disciples are mobbed again. This time by
whom? How does Jesus respond? If you were in this mob
of people asking for healing, what would you ask Jesus to
heal? Lesson Plans that Work

