
story about the fact that even Mary, even a woman, even 
those we have determined outside of God’s grace can 
imagine themselves as disciples. 

In other words, what if this story has nothing to do with who 
is better and everything to do with who matters? What if this 
story is not preoccupied with proper acceptance and has 
everything to do with whom you accept? “Let a little water 
be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the 
tree,” Genesis 18:4. 

We become immune to that which should cause outrage. We 
give in to saying, “well, that’s the way it is.” We accept that 
the world around us is the world we should accept. 

Mary and Martha cannot be about the better thing that means 
who is better, who acts better, who can be better. 

The better thing is the invitation to believe that you are who 
God sees you to be. 

And that is precisely our problem. An inherent, systemic, 
omnipresent, ingrained, intrinsic, dysfunctional, disturbing 
belief that not all are worthy of God’s regard and love. The 
conviction, as Paul Farmer says, “That not all are not equal 
in God’s eyes. That all are not made in the image of God.” 

This is not a story about comparison but completion. Not 
about who is better, but when is better. Not about what is 
better, but why it is better. Perhaps if we allow for a more 
nimble and gracious view of the Kingdom of God, we might 
be able to imagine more of the world as part of it — even 
ourselves. And when we imagine ourselves as part of God’s 
Kingdom, we are instantly called to bring about its presence 
here and now. 

~ An excerpt by Karoline Lewis, Working Preacher 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

 No Comparison 

“Martha, Martha, Martha.” 

If you grew up when I did, you got that reference. Marcia, 
Marcia, Marcia — of Brady Bunch fame. The oldest sibling 
of three daughters. The one who always tries to do her best 
— and succeeds, darn it. The one who excels at what is 
expected. Yet, at the same time, some sort of archetype of 
who you want to be but yet who needs to get a life. 

The story of Mary and Martha is freighted with family 
dynamics that are all too familiar. While there are many 
issues about our human condition to which this story 
speaks, this time around, for me anyway, competition 
between sisters, between women, stands out.  

Woman against woman calls out our sin of comparison. 
And comparison, competition, who is better, is a 
deleterious path. It rarely ends with acceptance, but usually 
in the secured certainty of who wins — and at the expense 
of the other. 

The danger of this story is its invitation to what is better. To 
pit one expression of belief, of discipleship, of service, of 
vocation, against the other. We are exceedingly skilled in 
such comparison. Yet, when we make these kinds of moves 
and assumptions, we rarely stop to think about what we 
then assume about Jesus. To favor Mary is to say Jesus 
discounts service. Which, if you read the Gospel of Luke, 
makes no sense at all. And makes Jesus make no sense at 
all. To favor Martha would be to say service is all that 
matters. Clearly, both matter, if you read the Gospel of 
Luke carefully. 

So, this story cannot be about who is better or what is 
better, but rather about acknowledging that even a woman 
can be a disciple — can sit at the feet of Jesus and learn. 
This story is not about which is better. Because service and 
learning are both hallmarks of following Jesus. 

It’s a story about pointing out what is possible — what God 
wants to be possible. 

That those we deem unworthy for the role of disciple are 
those that Jesus insists are more than qualified. Our 
certainty about criteria for discipleship Jesus seems to 
upend. Is it service or sitting? Hospitality or listening? 
Attentiveness or learning? Or all of the above? This is a 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Amos 8:1-12 
 

What is the longest you had a fruit and/or vegetable in 
your refrigerator? When have you had fruit that went bad, 
and why was that allowed to happen? How can it happen 
so quickly and unexpectedly? What is God saying, 
through this image, about the time of prosperity that Israel 
is experiencing? Why might this image be so compelling 
to those who heard it? The people are worshiping God 
“properly” in terms of ritual… but what is missing? When 
have you found yourself in this frame of mind or spirit, 
and how did you get there? What is God foretelling 
through Amos in the later parts of this passage? Why is a 
time when people don’t hear from God a frightening 
thought, even for us? By what means does a society get to 
this point? Looking at our passage of scripture, what do 
you think are the dangers of not taking the needs of others 
into account? If we can borrow Amos’ metaphor, what do 
we need to do in order to keep our fruit from rotting? 
Faith Element 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 52 

 
What was on David's heart as he wrote these words? How 
will the righteous respond to God's justice? Look at 
verses 8-9. Why is the word "but" in here? What is the 
difference between the wicked man and the righteous 
man? In what ways do you need to “trust in the steadfast 
love of God” today? How can you proclaim the good 
name of God even among scoffers? Ken Castor, Praying the 
Psalms 

____3rd Reading: Colossians 1:15-28  
 

If we have not seen God or talked directly with God, how 
can we know what God is like? Jewish religion did not 
allow any paintings, statues or images of God – they were 
afraid people would begin to worship the images rather 
than God. Why is it significant, then, that Paul says Jesus 
is the “image of the invisible God?” According to Paul, 
how long has Jesus existed? How does this knowledge 
change the way we understand his power and purpose? 
What can the word “reconcile” mean? How do you think 
the writer is using it here? How did Jesus reconcile us to 
God? What could it mean to bring “all things” into 
reconciliation with God? What did this reconciliation 
accomplish in Paul? How does he claim to serve the 
church and Christ? We cannot see God personally, but we 
can see “the fullness of God” in the person of Jesus. Why 
is this important to us? What should we do in response to 
this knowledge? Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 10:38-42 

 
If you could pay someone to do one hour of your week 
for you so that you didn’t have to do it, what would you 
have them do? What’s your first reaction to the question, 
“will there ever be enough time?” If you had “more time”, 
what’s the first thing you’d add to your schedule? Why? 
Do you better identify with Mary or Martha? What might 
it cost you to live more like Mary than like Martha? What 
would you fear about it? Can you think of a time where 
you missed out on what God was doing because you were 
simply too busy? Jesus tells us not to worry, and instead, 
to trust God with all those things. What do you think of 
that? Do you find that easy or hard to do? What most 
defines your priorities? Work? Family? Image? Internal 
pressure? What priorities do you place ahead of following 
Jesus? What would it look like to de-prioritize those? If 
you gave Jesus your blank schedule and had him fill it 
out, what would he fill it with? Park Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

O Christ, your cross speaks both to us and to our 
world. 
 
In your dying for us 
You accepted the pain and hurt of the whole of 
creation. 
 
The arms of your cross stretch out   
Across the broken world in reconciliation. 
 
You have made peace with us. 
Helps us to make peace with you 
By sharing in your reconciling work. 
 
May we recognize your spirit 
Disturbing and challenging us to care for creation 
And for the poor who most feel the effects of its 
abuse. 
 
O Christ, the whole of creation groans. 
Set us free and make us whole. Amen. 

 
~ from the Iona Community’s Iona Abbey Worship Book, 

(Wild Goose Publications, Iona Community, 2001)  

To allow oneself to be carried away by a multitude of 
conflicting concerns, to surrender to too many 

demands, to commit to too many projects, to want to 
help everyone in everything is itself to succumb to the 

violence of our times. 
 

~ Thomas Merton 1915-1968,  
Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander 
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