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Surprised by Love 

My mother-in-law is one of my heroes. For thirty years 
she has been the principle care-giver for my brother-in-
law John, who has quadriplegic cerebral palsy. That 

means thirty years of therapy and specialists, thirty years 
of lifting and shifting, thirty years of wiping butts and 
blowing noses, thirty years of bathing and shaving, thirty 

years of struggle and heartbreak … but most of all… thirty 
years of love. And that’s not just giving love. As she tells 
it, Good Samaritans spring up all the time from so many 

unexpected places. She is constantly surprised by love. 

There was the homeless man who stopped at the 
supermarket to lovingly engage John and then show her 

his special technique for feeding bottles into the deposit 
machine. There was the car-wash worker dressed in rags, 
who dropped his bucket and ran to help lift John from his 

chair into her car. There was the wounded warrior who 
swam with John and helped lift him from the pool. There 
are the teenage street kids, decked out in hip-hop finery, 
who interrupt trying to look cool to come over, smile and 

say hello. There are the scores and scores of African-
American and Hispanic aides and assistants, working at 
minimum wage, who are so generous with their time, their 

care and their love. 

Over the years, my mother-in-law has developed a 
“Samaritan Theory.” She says that people who are 

struggling, are rejected, who are not respected, have an 
immediate empathy for someone they see as a kindred 
spirit. John’s vulnerability is a portal for their goodness. 

They know that he will not reject them. They have a ready 
outlet for the tremendous store of love they carry with 
them. In an instant, there are smiles all around. For a brief 

moment love is in the air. Then everyone goes their own 
way, better for touching each other’s lives. 

In this week’s gospel, the Jewish traveler would normally 

have nothing to do with the despised Samaritan. And the 
Samaritan would never have dared to approach the 
traveler for fear of stinging rejection. Had they passed 

walking on the road, both would have averted their eyes 
and hurried on. The vulnerability of the beaten traveler 
serves as a portal for the Samaritan to enter his life. For 

the proud and indifferent passersby there is no portal. 
They are the movers and shakers. They despise 
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vulnerability. They see only a messy, inconvenient waste 

of time. Why bother? 

It’s an accurate portrait of how pride kills love… and 
humility kindles it. When we become so impressed by our 

pedigree, by our resume, by our social connections we 
become blind to Christ’s message writ large. When we are 
so far into ourselves… there is no time for God or 

neighbor… much less the least among us. When we 
become so preoccupied with our own comfort and 
convenience, we are oblivious to the suffering that 

surrounds us. 

Worse yet and far more common is our profession of grave 
concern for good causes in the abstract and our total failure 

to do good in the real world. How often have I been guilty 
of reading high-minded editorials on my commute to the 
City and then walking from the station right past the 

squalor spread out on the streets? How often have I made 
that passage and never parted with a smile, a greeting, a 
kind word or a helping hand… much less with material or 

spiritual support? How often have I missed an opportunity 
to surprise and be surprised by love? 

In this gospel Christ calls us to break through our zombie 

state of self-absorption…  to become Good Samaritans. In 
Christ, God gives us the perfect portal for love … both for 
giving and receiving. What greater vulnerability than birth 

in a stable and death on a cross? What greater example 
than a life spent seeking out the vulnerable, the despised, 
the rejected? 

At different times in our lives we will be in both roles…
the victim and the Samaritan…the vulnerable and the 
empowered. In this gospel Jesus calls us to get over our 

pride and place ourselves on that road. Don’t avert your 
eyes. Don’t walk 
by. Take every 

opportunity to 
love. And when 
in doubt, love 
some more. Even 

when you’ve 
made it a habit, 
you’ll be 

constantly 
surprised by love. 

~ Reverend David F. Sellery, This Week’s Focus 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Amos 7:7-17 
 

What was the nature of Amos’s “conspiracy” against 
King Jeroboam?  Why did Amaziah want Amos to leave 
Israel?  In what way was Amaziah condescending toward 
Amos in verses 12 and 13?  How did Amos view himself 
vocationally? How is that relevant in regard to Amaziah’s 
message?  What qualified Amos to do what he was doing 
in Israel?  What subtle but significant difference is there 
between how Amaziah introduces his words in verse 11 
and how Amos introduces his words in verses 16 and 17?  
As a result of rejecting the word of the Lord, what would 
the consequences be for the people of Israel in general 
and for Amaziah in particular?  What lessons should we 
take away from this passage of God’s Word?  Standard 
Lesson 
 

____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 82  

What difference does it make for God to be the ultimate 
judge? What does God do as judge?  What does God’s 
judgment in this passage teach you about God’s 
character? Looking around our society, would each line of 
God’s judgment be accurate today?  Verse 8 is a prayer 
for the person concerned with justice for those being 
oppressed.  What justice concerns within your own 
attention do you need to lift to God today?  Who in your 
life has God given you the privilege to lead and 
influence? Have you shown them compassion and mercy?  
God intends to use His Church to accomplish His 
purposes in the world. How might God use you to bring 
about justice in your community?  Amen Bible Study 

____3rd Reading:  Colossians 1:1-14  
 

Do you pray for “all the saints” in your church?  Do you 
thank God for them?  If so, do you tell them you pray for 
them and thank God for them?  What does Paul mean that 
he did not cease to pray for them?  How is that possible?  
What fruit should we be bearing?  What is the “domain of 
darkness?”  What does it mean that Christ “transferred us 
to the kingdom” of the Son of God?  What Christians Want 
to Know 

____4th Reading:  Luke 10:25-37 
 

What do you think went through the mind of the Samaritan 
in this parable?  What is "a higher righteousness"? How do 
you define "holiness"?  How might you retell this story in a 
way that would make your stomach churn?  Are there 
people for whom you have a hard time feeling 
compassion?  How are our lives structured in a way that 
keeps us from noticing those in need?  Weekly Seeds 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Heavenly Father, 
we know that You have made us for Yourself, 
to love You and to love our neighbors. 
Yet still we cannot help but live for ourselves, 
and every day we justify ourselves by our own 
standards, not Yours. 
But Lord, you have found us in the ditch, 
and You have rescued us. 
Now soften our hearts to Your will, 
and make us to love others as You have loved us; 
especially those who are most in need, whom we pass 
by every day. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 

~ Ross Byrd, Christ Community Church 

One day when I had gone to a little chapel near my 

office at lunchtime and was once more praying while 
wondering how and why and to whom I prayed, a man 
came in and eased into the pew directly across the aisle 

from me. As we were the only two people there, his 
choice of where to sit seemed odd, and irritating. 
Within a couple of minutes, all thought of God was 

gone into the man's constant movements and his 
elaborate sighs, and when I finally rose in exasperation, 
he stood immediately to face me. He had the 

sandblasted look of long poverty, the skeletal clarity of 
long addiction, and that vaguely aggressive abasement 
that truly tests the nature of one's charity. Very 

cunning, I noted, failing the test even as I opened my 
wallet: to stake out this little chapel, to prey upon the 
praying! For days then it nagged at me - not him, but it, 

the situation - which, I finally realized, was precisely 
the problem: how easily a fatal complacency seeps into 
even those acts we undertake as disciplines, and how 

comfortable we become with our own intellectual and 
spiritual discomfort. Wondering how and why and to 
whom I prayed? I felt almost as if God had been telling 

me, as if Christ were telling me (in church no less): get 
off your mystified ass and do something. 
 

                                                     ~ Christian Wiman, My Bright Abyss  
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