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A Parable of the Prodigal Sower 

I marvel at how we turn everything into a 
competition.  Not a week goes by that I am not invited to 

compete in some way or another to win something or 
t’other.  It is little wonder then that when we come to 
parables of grace, like the one this Sunday, we 

compulsively look for the competitive spin in them. 
 
The story as I understand it in a time before farm  

co-operatives where you can go and order your Monsanto, 
Du Pont or Sygenta seed, tells of a sower, who was no 
doubt also the farmer, going out to sow. The seed that he 
was sowing would have been carefully hand selected 

(there was no mechanization) from the best of the previous 
season’s seed.  It would have been carefully stored and 
protected from damp (not so difficult in a desert climate) 

and insect infestation (more difficult in a pre-irradiation 
and pesticide 
world).  After tilling the 

soil and preparing it for 
sowing the sower would 
have waited for the the 

optimum weather 
conditions and then on 
the right day gone out to 

sow. 
 
I cannot remember the first time I heard this story, because 

it was one of those that children hear from their earliest 
times in Sunday school.  I do remember a picture of the 
sower from my childhood, it was on a memory verse 

stamp that was licked and stuck into the memory verse 
book.  I also remember that throughout my childhood, the 
parable was taught as being about the quality of the soil 

and not about the qualities of the sower! 
 
You see the parable has some wonderful content for ever-

competitive learners and educators to dig into, if you can 
bear the pun?  All through my childhood I was asked and 
asked myself, “What kind of soil are you? Are you 

bringing in the best harvest of all that God has invested in 
you?”  The Ol’ time balance sheet, so indicative of 
Evangelical religion was firmly drawn in my life.  I had to 

balance the books or be damned. Quite literally! 
 
It was only in the last twenty years as I lived with this 
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passage, that I have come to realise that as with so many 

other parables of Jesus, this story was designed to illustrate 
the Divine domain of God in a way that would evoke strong 
emotions in the hearers. 

Just like the shocking story of the waiting father welcoming 
his profligate son, so the sower of the parable is a prodigal 
too! 

 
To take preciously gleaned, cleaned, stored seed and sow it 
so recklessly that it falls on the path, in the rocky wastes and 

amongst thorns is prodigal at best and downright unskilful 
to boot. 
 

This is a story that would have shocked those early 
agrarians for the sheer waste of good seed.  To then have the 
sower identified as God would have been shocking indeed. 

In a shame-blame religious culture where the righteousness 
of people was measured by their position on the pyramids of 
power, prestige, and privilege; to even think that the word of 

God could come to those who seem to be so easily 
overcome by the Evil one, or by the cares of the world was a 
scandal.  Yet this is what the story suggests. 

 
The seeds of grace fall indiscriminately into the lives of all 
God’s children.  The outcome of that gracious sowing will 

not be immediately known.  One never knows what may 
come of profligate grace. 
 

To make of Christ following, an exercise in soil inspection, 
is to pave the heart, and  attempt to throttle the power of 
God. 

 
Still the sower sows wildly day by day, some hear and some 
are hardened, some see and some are blinded, yet the sower 

wits not, and sows on and on in gracious abandon. 
 
Thank God, the Prodigal Sower.  

~ Peter Woods, The Listening Hermit 

“This time may be dark, but all 

regrowth starts in the darkness 

of a seed.”  ~ Daris LaPointe  

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=150
https://thelisteninghermit.com/2011/07/05/a-parable-of-the-prodigal-sower/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Genesis 25:19-34 
 

In v21 we learn that Rebekah has been barren, so Isaac 
specifically prays for her. What does this theme of 
barrenness suggest, especially in the context of God’s 
promise to Abraham of many future descendants? 
Rebekah has a difficult pregnancy, and receives a 
prophecy from YHWH that explains what is going on. 
The prediction challenges social expectations based on 
birth order. Why? Does this prophecy affect the way we 
read the later events of this story? How? How has 
growing up in your own particular family affected you? 
Has it helped you grow closer to God? Has it gotten in the 
way of that relationship? How has it shaped your 
understanding of God?  Do we ourselves have a 
birthright? What is it? Have we received it? Valued it? 
Has it affected your understanding of God, or your 
relationship with God?  Matters of Interpretation 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 119:105-112  

 
Why do we need God’s lamp to lighten our pathway? 
What are the “judgments” of God as they apply to a civil 
leader?  What kind of sacrifices do we bring to God in 
worship?  Does the Psalmist appear to be afraid of losing 
his life?  Why or why not?  What are the most dangerous 
things that we should be most concerned about? How has 
God’s Word served as a lamp to our feet? Give examples.  
How would you describe our sacrifices or freewill 
offerings that we bring to God?  Generations ____3rd Reading:  Romans 8:1-11  

 
How would you define the words freedom and 
condemnation? What causes you to feel condemned? What 
do verses 1–4 tell us about the relationship between our 
justification (being set right with God) and our 
sanctification (being set free from sin in our lives)?  Why 
there is no condemnation for people who are in Christ 
Jesus?  What are the comparisons Paul makes for those 
who live according to the flesh and for those who live 
according to the Spirit?  Use this passage to list what we 
can learn about God (the parent), God the Son (Christ), 
God the Spirit.  What does it mean to set the mind on the 
flesh and Set the mind on the Spirit?  Parkside Church 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  

Have you ever grown anything before? How did it go?  
Jesus tells of a farmer who is sowing seed in his field. Is 
there anything striking about how he is scattering the seed?  
What does this say about God?  What does this example 
say about how we should share the faith?  How can trials 
and tribulations weaken our faith?  How can trials and 
tribulations strength our faith?  What is the result of the 
good soil?  What do you think Jesus means by yield? What 
would this actually look like?  What does Jesus say 
prevents the seed planted in the third soil from becoming 
fruitful?  What sort of soil are you, and why? Are you 
more like one, or are you a combination?  What kind of 
soil do you want to be, and what prevents you from being 
that type of soil? What is one area in your life you want to 
work on to make yourself more fruitful?  Focus on Campus 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of harvest, 
gardener supreme, 
you place us at the centre, 
feed us, equip us and, 
having provided for us, 
look to a different harvest— 
a fruitfulness of lives 
in service to you 
and others. 
God of harvest, 
feed us 
prune us 
harvest us 
that our lives 
might bring glory to you. 
 
~  John Birch, Faith and Worship - Prayers and Resources 

Deeds Which Wisdom Sows 
 

Almighty God, your word is cast like seed upon the 
ground,  
now let the dew of heaven descend and righteous 
fruits abound. 
 
Let not our selfishness and hate this holy seed 
remove,  
but let it root in every heart to bring forth fruits of 
love. 
 
Let not the world's deceitful cares the rising plant 
destroy,  
but let it yield a hundredhold the fruits of peace and 
joy. 

~ John Cawood 1775-1852,  
via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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