
perspective of the Samaritan, from the perspective of the man 
in the ditch, from your perspective, from the perspective that 
Jesus might be inviting you to imagine anew. 
 
What if the Samaritan was good because he simply made the 
choice to come near the almost dead guy in the ditch? To 
approach him? To decrease the distance between him and the 
man clearly in need of help? 
 
What if eternal life might also be known, here and now and in 
this place, in nearness, not remoteness? In proximity, not 
reserve? In deciding to be closer, and not looking for ways to 
push away? 
 
We expend a lot of energy in our lives toward decided 
detachment, disengagement, and disenfranchisement. 
Sometimes these decisions are very much justified — for our 
safety, our self-preservation, our self-care. But other times, 
our distance is decided by our determination not to change. 
Our resistance to intimacy. Our rejection of those persons that 
might actually expose who we truly are. If the Levite and the 
priest came near? Well, they would then have to face some 
truths about themselves that I suspect they would rather not 
admit and that they have spent a lifetime pretending, hoping, 
even ensuring, don’t exist. 
 
“Who is my neighbor?” means, according to Jesus, a 
commitment to coming near. Your neighbor is not just the 
person living next door — in a house you never have to enter, 
into which you might never be invited, to whom you never 
have to speak. Your neighbor is not one who happens to be 
convenient for you to help. Your neighbors are not those 
whom you can keep in their place. Your neighbor is not the 
one who meets the qualifications of your company. 
 
Your neighbor is someone who, without a doubt, is 
experiencing pain, struggles, challenges, and sorrow, and yet 
to whom you draw near. Your neighbor is someone who 
clearly has needs and you decide — I will help you. Your 
neighbor is someone who might even resist your assistance 
but you insist on it anyway. 
 
This should not be such a stretch for us believers. After all, 
God’s decision to become human is just such an act — a 
commitment to closeness, a desire to close the distance, a need 
for nearness. 
 
In the end, the Good Samaritan comes near as one who knows 
the Kingdom is near. And the Kingdom of God comes near 
when we do the same. 

~ Karoline Lewis, Working Preacher 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

The Need for Nearness 
 
The story of the Good Samaritan is rather remarkable. It has 
worked its way into our culture that even the unchurched 
will summon its principles so as to describe and determine a 
moral way of life. Yet, to “be a good Samaritan” is merely 
an occasion to define someone’s extraordinary act of 
assistance. As if day-to-day life demands no such decisions, 
no such needs. 
 
The ubiquity of this parable is then cause for great 
consternation — what revelatory insight can we possibly 
share that would provide a new perspective on this well-
worn, oft-told tale?  
 
Part of the challenge, of course, is the title itself. It makes 
me want to ask the person, the committee, the translation, 
the manuscript, the scribe, whomever, “Just how did you 
decide on this title, anyway? What makes the Samaritan 
‘good’? Especially, when he is never called ‘good’ in the 
story itself?” 
 
Were there bad Samaritans? Actually, at the time of Jesus, 
most, if not all, Samaritans were considered bad, so kind of a 
moot point. Was the Samaritan good because he actually saw 
the guy in the ditch? That could be it. After all, this is a main 
theme in Luke. Jesus sees whom others overlook and Jesus 
asks us to see those we might easily pass by. Was the 
Samaritan good because he was moved with pity (had 
compassion on him; had mercy on him; Psalm 25:6)? Was 
the Samaritan good because he went to the beaten man and 
bandaged his wounds? Was the Samaritan good because 
before bandaging the left-for-dead man’s injuries he poured 
oil and wine on them? Was the Samaritan good because he 
put the ditch-guy on his very own animal? Was the 
Samaritan good because he brought him to an inn and took 
care of him? Was the Samaritan good because the next day 
he took out two denarii, equivalent of two paydays, gave 
them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him?” Was 
the Samaritan good because he said, “when I get back I will 
repay you whatever more you spend.” That is, was the 
Samaritan good because he made sure that both the man 
would be well and even that the man might prosper? 
 
Was the Samaritan good because he did all of the above? 
 
Believe me, I thought through every single one of these 
options. And every single one of these options is too much 
for one sermon. Pick one, and suppose a sermon that might 
delve into the depths of such a qualifier — from the 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Amos 7:7-17 
 

What was the nature of Amos’s “conspiracy” against 
King Jeroboam? Why did Amaziah want Amos to leave 
Israel? In what way was Amaziah condescending toward 
Amos? How did Amos view himself vocationally? How 
is that relevant in regard to Amaziah’s message? What 
qualified Amos to do what he was doing in Israel? What 
subtle but significant difference is there between how 
Amaziah introduces his words in verse 11 and how Amos 
introduces his words in verses 16 and 17? As a result of 
rejecting the word of the Lord, what would the 
consequences be for the people of Israel in general and 
for Amaziah in particular? What lessons should we take 
away from this passage of God’s Word? Standard Lessons 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 82 

 
What difference does it make for God to be the ultimate 
judge? What does God do as judge? What judgment of 
wrongdoing does God bring against the 'gods'? What does 
this judgment teach you about God's character? Looking 
around at your society or at the world, would each line of 
this judgment be accurate today? Who might be the 'gods' 
referenced in this psalm? Considering that God is the 
ultimate judge, do you think the sentence that God hands 
down upon the 'gods' is a fair one? Why or why not? 
Verse 8 is the prayer of a person concerned with justice 
for those being oppressed. What justice concerns in your 
community or within your attention do you need to lift up 
to the Judge today? Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading: Colossians 1:1-14  
 

How does the writer (Paul) identify himself and greet the 
readers? What kind of tone does this set for the letter? 
How does he encourage the Colossian believers from the 
start? From this passage, it appears that good things have 
been happening in Colossae! But Paul is careful to always 
credit God – why is this important? What has God done 
for them? Paul does not know these believers personally. 
Even so, how is Paul already working on their behalf? 
How has the Gospel already been “at work” among the 
believers there? Why is the image of a plant growing a 
bearing fruit so appropriate for what happens with the 
Gospel? Paul mentions fruit again in verse 10. In light of 
these references, if there is fruit, who is really responsible 
– the believers, or God? How could a “fruit check” help 
us determine if we are truly following the gospel? What 
does this fruit look like in our lives? Faith Element 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 10:25-37  

 
What question did the lawyer ask Jesus and how did Jesus 
answer? How was the lawyer’s heart condition revealed 
by Jesus’s parable? Define mercy. How did the Samaritan 
demonstrate mercy to the injured man? What would be 
modern day examples of groups that are contentious 
towards each other like the Jews and the Samaritans?  
What groups do you personally tend to be contentious 
towards and why? What “neighbors” has God placed in 
your path that you would rather avoid? How have you 
shown mercy to the poor and marginalized in our society 
lately? Does your schedule and finances have enough 
margin to be available to help others when needs arise?  If 
not, what changes could you make? How are you like the 
injured man and like the good Samaritan, how has Jesus 
provided and cared for you in your most vulnerable or 
hopeless moments? Stonebrook Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Lord, give us the eyes of Jesus 
to see our neighbours and the strangers we meet. 
Teach us what it means to love the stranger as we 
love ourselves. 
Forgive us for our selfishness, 
for our silence, 
for not caring enough for the strangers who come to 
our communities. 
Teach us to love and care for the stranger the way 
you do. Amen 

~ Rebeca Jiménez Yoder,  
Toronto Catholic District School Board 

On the one hand we are called to play the good 
Samaritan on life's roadside; but that will be only an 
initial act. One day we must come to see that the whole 
Jericho road must be transformed so that men and 
women will not be constantly beaten and robbed as 
they make their journey of life's highway. True 
compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar; it 
is not haphazard and superficial. It comes to see that an 
edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring. 

~ Martin Luther King Jr., “A Time to Break Silence,” 
 Riverside Church, New York,  

via Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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