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Who is My Neighbor? 

I stepped out the front door of the church the other 
day and looked up to see a woman clothed in a black 
burqa walking by.  She was holding the hands of two 
little girls.  The children wore head scarves and were 
sporting bright purple and pink flowered back 
packs.  No doubt they had taken a Monday morning 
walk to the public library next door and now laden 
with books, were heading towards home. 
 
Now in case you don't know, I don't serve in New 
York City or Chicago. DeKalb, Illinois is a 
University town so we have more than our share of 
diversity, but this was a first for me.  I picked up my 
step to try to catch up with these neighbors but they 
were moving quickly.  I called out a good morning, 
but the mother only turned to glance at me and then 
kept moving.  I'm not certain I accurately read her 
expression, but it seemed to hold some measure of 
alarm. I imagine she couldn't figure out why this 
crazy American woman was chasing her down the 
street.  If it had been me I probably would have run in 
the other direction, too. 
 
This near encounter with a stranger got me to 
thinking.  It is so that the foot traffic outside my 
office window is constant and while from time to 
time I do pause to watch those walking by, usually 
my eyes are glued to the computer screen, my 
attention is on the one on the other end of the phone 
line, my energy is given to those who have found 
their way into my spacious office.  When I venture 
out, normally I am going to see members and friends 
of the congregation I serve.  My encounters with 
neighbors unknown to me are polite and 
perfunctory.  The other day, a woman whose whole 
being was hidden from view caused me to wonder at 
what else is hiding in the lives and hearts of those 
whose path crosses mine day after day. But who I'm 
afraid I've hardly paused long enough to see. 

 
There is a great deal for us in the story of the Good 
Samaritan before us now.  It is a story which is 
familiar in its meaning even to those who have never 
actually heard it read from Luke's Gospel.  And yet, 
I think the start of the story is in the eyes the 
Samaritan had for one he had never before met.  In 
his ability to see beyond the long-standing divide 
between himself and the wounded man he came 
across on the road to Jericho.  To be sure, it results 
in his willingness to risk and to reach out with 
kindness and generosity in a way that is surprising 
still yet today.  The young lawyer asks Jesus who his 
neighbor is and instead of answering, Jesus offers an 
image of what it is to be a neighbor.  And for 
everything else the neighbor does in this story, first 
he sees. 
 
I don't know how it is that I can have sat at the same 
desk for a year and a half and had my eyes so 
closed.  It took a woman in a black burqa and two 
little girls to get me wondering.  Now that my eyes 
have been opened, now that I'm starting to see I'm 
trying to figure out how to take the next step and get 
to know the neighbors who walk by every day.  I 
expect some of them will have great need, not unlike 
the victim of robbers in this familiar story now.  I'm 
fairly certain many of them have been passed by 
over and over again by those of us who should know 
better --- including me.  For while it's no road to 
Jericho outside my office window, if they're walking 
by it's fairly certain the neighborhood they call home 
has its fair share of challenges.  More than anything, 
I know for certain they are all God's Own and for 
that reason as much as any I am called to open my 
eyes and see them.  As the Samaritan did in the story 
Jesus told.  As Jesus did and does for all of us.  I 
don't know what happens next, but I'm 
also confident this 'seeing' will probably lead to 
discoveries I haven't yet imagined. 

~ Rev. Dr. Janet H. Hunt, Dancing with the Word 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Amos 7:7-17 
 

Think of a time you have been confronted by a street 
preacher or visiting evangelist who warned of God's 
judgment. How do you respond to that approach?   What 
vision of judgment does the Lord show Amos?   In verses 
10-17, Amos undergoes his own "plumb-line" test. What 
temptations might he have experienced?  Even though we 
can freely read the Bible, how does "famine" evidence 
itself among God's people?  How can the Lord's response 
to Amos's prayers motivate us to pray for our nation?  
How can Amos's response to Amaziah be an example to 
us when we are tempted to compromise our beliefs?  Quiet 
Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 82  

 
This psalm highlights God’s sovereign rule over all 
people and kingdoms. How does that affect the way that 
we pray for leaders? For justice? For those in need?  What 
does this psalm indicate about God’s character and 
expectations for all people, particularly those in 
authority? What does it tell us about our need, the world’s 
shortcomings, and the true source of redemption?  The 
psalmist calls out God’s judgment upon those who 
neglect to provide justice and care for those who are most 
vulnerable.  How can we practically take steps to seek 
justice and effective care for the people who are 
vulnerable around us and around the world?  Why is it 
important to seek physical justice and care as well as 
spiritual care?  Consider making a calendar of how you 
can pray for social justice needs for those in poverty, 
orphans and vulnerable children, foster families, victims 
of slavery and trafficking, and unreached peoples 
throughout a week or month.  The Church at Brook Hills 

____3rd Reading: Colossians 1:1-14  
 

How does it make you feel when a friend tells you the 
specific things he or she notices and appreciates about 
you?  What characteristics of the Colossians cause Paul to 
always be thankful for them?  What impresses you about 
how the gospel was spreading?  After affirming their 
strengths, Paul tells the Colossians what he prays for them. 
What are Paul's requests for how they think and act?  How 
might spiritual wisdom and understanding help us to 
understand God's will?  According to Paul, true knowledge 
leads to a "life worthy of the Lord."  What qualities does 
such a life include? How are these qualities related to each 
other?  In what specific ways do you see the qualities in 
verses 10-12 developing in your life?   Reread verses 12-
14, putting your name in each sentence. How would 
meditating on these verses help you to appreciate what 
God has done for you?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity 
Press 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 10:25-37  

If you are not told, how can you tell if a person is a 
Christian?  The conversation begins with a man who 

"stood up," indicating he had been sitting with others 
listening to Jesus teach. What other facts about this man 
can you pick up in?  What does Jesus perceive about his 
understanding of the Law?  To challenge the expert Jesus 

portrays the hero in his parable as a Samaritan. This 
despised outsider proves obedience to God's law of love by 
his actions. Note the specific ways that he "took pity" on 

the victim. What could be Jesus' reasons for including such 
details?  In verse 36 Jesus reverses the expert's original 
question in verse 29. If you were the expert, what effect 

would this have on you?  Who is your neighbor?  Quiet 

Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Heavenly Father, 
we know that You have made us for Yourself, 
to love You and to love our neighbors. 
Yet still we cannot help but live for ourselves, 
and every day we justify ourselves by our own 
standards, not Yours. 
But Lord, you have found us in the ditch, 
and You have rescued us. 
Now soften our hearts to Your will, 
and make us to love others as You have loved us; 
especially those who are most in need, whom we 
pass by every day. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
 

~ Ross Byrd, Christ Community Church 

 
“If we are to love our neighbors, before doing 
anything else we must see our neighbors. With 
our imagination as well as our eyes, that is to say 
like artists, we must see not just their faces but 
the life behind and within their faces. Here it is 
love that is the frame we see them in.” 
 
~ Frederick Buechner, Whistling in the Dark: A 
Doubter's Dictionary  
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