
We all know the power of our addictions to imprison 
us. To wall us in and ultimately make us lose our 
heads (or at least our minds). That is the Baptism of 
Herod 

Yet every now and then, grace on grace, we are able 
to immerse ourselves into the Other. 

To do what is required, to pray,  and like Jesus, to 
find ourselves opening up to light and heaven and to 
hear the flutter of Spirit wings. That is the baptism of 
Jesus. 

That is the theme of this feast. 

That is our surrender to all that is positive and 
transforming in the world. 

~ Peter Woods, The Listening Hermit 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
 

Diving for our destiny. Baptism of Jesus 

As a writer, I love the reality of becoming totally 
immersed in what I am doing.  There is a point for 
every writer when you get beyond the struggle of 
getting going, beyond the place of awkward editing, 
of evaluating your work, to the place of immersion. 
It is at that point that the writing begins to flow and 
you feel yourself being written more than writing. 

This sense of immersion lies at the root of the 
meaning of baptism. As twitchy as we mainline 
Protestants may be about the depth and quantity of 
water used in the sacrament, we have to 
acknowledge. To be baptised is to be immersed. To 
surrender to the flow. 

As I read Luke’s gospel I become aware of two 
immersions. There is the immersion of Herod into 
constriction and darkness. Herod, who decided to 
take the low road and earned the derision and disgust 
of John the baptiser, then adds to the depth of his 
darkness and has John thrown in to prison, thence to 
later beheading. 

In contrast there is the immersion of Jesus into the 
mission of the Father. Immersing himself into light 
and opening. 

Listen to Luke, “Now when all the people were 
baptised, and when Jesus also had been baptised and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove.” 

Herod’s is an immersion into walled off 
imprisonment. He ends up every bit as confined as 
John whom he has locked up. 

Jesus’ is an immersion into openness, heavens open, 
Spirit descends and voices speak. 
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The readings this week: 
◦ Isaiah 43:1-7 ◦ Psalm 29 
◦ Acts 8:14-17 ◦ Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  
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Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 

https://thelisteninghermit.com/2013/01/07/diving-for-our-destiny-baptism-of-jesus/
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=107


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7 
 

Based on verses 1-4, how would you describe God’s 
relationship with us? Which relationship do you find the 
most striking? Why do you think God draws attention to 
Israel’s value in verses 3-4? How are God’s promises in 
verses 5-7 fulfilled in Christ? Where are we tempted to 
look for our sense of identity or value? What are the 
consequences of this in our lives? How does the Gospel 
shape our sense of identity and value? How might this 
passage help us make sense of our seasons of suffering? 
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 29 

 
Looking at verses 1-2, why would a human directly call 
upon "heavenly beings" (or "angels")?* What is it that the 
writer of this psalms wants the "heavenly beings" to do? 
From verses 3-9, make a list of what the voice of God 
does and try adding a few of your own vivid 
contemporary descriptions. Lebanon is considered the 
mountainous region north of Israel. Sirion is a reference 
to Mount Hermon in Lebanon & Syria, whose waters 
flow into the Sea of Galilee. With this in mind, consider 
both the humorous imagination of verse 6 and its 
powerful meaning. How do the descriptions about God's 
voice relate to verses 10-11? In what areas of life do you 
(or the people you know) need to hear of the truths of 
verses 10-11? Ken Castor 

____3rd Reading: Acts 8:14-17 
 

What caused the church to scatter throughout Judea and 
Samaria after the death of Stephen? What did they do as 
they went? Samaritans were part Jewish blood and part 
non Jewish blood. Why do you think this affected how 
other Jews viewed them? Are there people in our society 
today who are viewed as “less than” others? Why do you 
think the Samaritans paid attention to what Philip had to 
say? Given that the Samaritans were considered outcasts 
by the Jews, why would Peter and John go down to 
Samaria when they heard people had accepted the Word 
of God? How do you think the Ethiopian knew that he 
should be baptized? What does this passage help us 
understand about the importance of seeking out those who 
can help us understand Scripture? Eagle Christian Church 

 
____4th Reading: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  

 
What do you think Jesus means when he says he wants to 
be baptized because “it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness? Why do you think Jesus chose to be so 
ordinary and more to the point, why do you think He 
chose to submit Himself to all of God’s rules and 
regulations, even ones like baptism? What is the 
significance of the heavens being opened up? What do 
you think is the importance of the Spirit of God 
descending on Him? What can you learn about Jesus and 
God’s attitude towards Him from what the voice from 
heaven has to say about him? Gospel Community 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 
Creator of the universe, 
we stand amazed at your power and glory. 
We are eager to worship you and offer our praise, 
but we are often reluctant to answer 
when we hear you calling our name. 
We sing our songs of tribute in the sanctuary, 
but shy away from the river, 
lest we be baptized 
with the fire of the Holy Spirit. 
Forgive us when we forget your promise 
to be with us always, O God. 
Renew us with the power of your ever-present love, 
and strengthen us to proclaim your justice 
throughout the world. Amen.  
 

~ Laura Jaquith Bartlett, Ministry Matters 

Long ago, the unborn infant John recognizes Jesus, 
unseen, womb to womb. The baby John leaps for joy 
as the two mothers, recognizing one another, fill with 
the Holy Spirit. Amniotic water prefigures Jordan 
River water and re-birth. Now the two grown men 
face one another, their grim destinies before them. 
Again the Spirit descends upon them and The Voice 
of the Holy is heard above the waters  

Great, those long ago mothers recognizing the sacred 
in the mundane. Great was his grace that poured the 
mystic waters. Great the soul stepping into the 
stream. Great the soul losing self in the current. Great 
the man or woman coming forth from the stream to 
act in the world in humility of spirit. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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