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Voice Lessons 

It’s no wonder that parts of the Church used to 
observe Christmas, Epiphany, and the Baptism of the 
Lord as part of one unified and extended celebration. 
There’s a lot of revelation going on there.  Christ’s 
identity is revealed to shepherds, wise men, John the 
Baptist, and those gathered on the banks of the 
Jordan.  

The revelation continues on the Sundays after the 
Epiphany.  God appeals to our senses.  Whereas last 
week we heard about seeing, this week we hear the 
Father’s voice tell us that the guy coming up out of the 
dirty sin-water is his Son.  
 
God’s voice speaks creation into existence and a Word 
into flesh.   If you’re left with any doubt about the 
power of that voice, read Psalm 29, which includes my 
favorite Scriptural alliteration:  “The voice of the Lord 
flashes forth flames of fire.”  (How fun to say and sing 
in the Psalter!) 

In the lectionary weeks to come, the voice of the 
Father will issue forth from the Son’s mouth, inviting 
us (John 1:39 and Matthew 4:19), knowing us (John 
1:42), and continuing to reveal to us the Way 
(Matthew 5-7).  We’ll hear Jesus’s voice for five 
weeks as we dwell on the words of the Sermon on the 
Mount:  

“Jesus began to speak and taught them, 
saying…” “You have heard it said…but I say 

to you…” “yet I tell you…” 

The words of this sermon have at times unfortunately 
been reduced to “impossible rules to live by.”  More 
than one preacher or exegete has tried to dismiss 
Jesus’ words as archaic, context-bound, meant only 
for individuals and not for the church, or so 
impossibly difficult to carry out that surely they only 
have spiritual meaning for us.      

Lest we forget that hard word of that sermon is good 
news preached to us by none other than God 

Incarnate, the story of the Transfiguration gives us a 
verbal reminder.   The Father speaks directly to 
humanity again: “This is my beloved Son.  Listen to 
him!”  This announcement, a mirror of the words 
spoken at Jesus’ baptism and a wonderful bookend to 
the liturgical season, forces those who dismiss Jesus’ 
words in the Sermon on the Mount to come to terms 
with the reality of the revelation of God to the 
world.  That revelation happens not only on 
mountaintops and riverbanks, but in persecutions, 
poverty, marriages, offerings, and among panhandlers 
—in short, living out the Sermon on the Mount.  To 
those who are striving to live the Way, this 
announcement gives assurance, comfort and hope.  

God has spoken to the world…and looks to us to 
speak as well.  

After the vision of the shiny Jesus fades, Jesus warns 
the disciples to not tell anyone about this vision until 
after he has been resurrected.  If they were good 
Protestants, they were relieved by this; they had a 
reprieve before they had to tell anybody about 
Jesus.  Not for long, though.  Jesus’s command 
presumes that there will be a time when they will be 
expected to tell, share, and invite.  We’re in that 
time—a time where our actions need to be 
accompanied by invitation. 

We who don’t feel equipped to tell, share, and invite 
might want to join in the petition presented in the 
hymn “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”:   

Word that caused blind eyes to see, 
speak and heal our mortal blindness; 
deaf we are, our healer be, 
loose our 
tongues to tell 
your kindness.” 

May our tongues be 
loosened…end 

employed. 

~ Jenny Williams,  
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

What is your greatest longing in life?  This passage 
addresses the deepest longings in the hearts of God’s 
people while in exile.   What is Isaiah trying to say about 
the idols in contrast to God and His servant?  The first 
half of this passage (Isaiah 42:1-4) focuses on the Servant 
of God. Notice what the servant is like, what he will not 
do, and what he will do. What is striking about the 
Servant of God in light of the previous question?  The 
second half of this passage (42:5-9) shows forth God’s 
affirmation of His servant, with strong statements about 
God’s power and character.  Who will benefit from God’s 
plans?  What would you say is God’s overriding concern 
in this passage?  Eastbrook Church 

 
____Psalm Reading: Psalm 29 

 
The psalmist addresses a specific audience in verse 1—
"mighty ones." Why do you think he speaks to them?  

David urges his audience to "ascribe to the Lord glory and 
strength. How does his psalm accomplish this?  What 
does "the voice of the Lord" do?  What characteristics of 

God do these verses bring to mind?  What does verse 9 
tell us about the proper response to hearing the voice of 
God?  How does verse 11 complete the picture of God 

that David has painted?  How does observing the power 
of God in both nature and in his own actions help us 
understand the nature and role of worship in our lives?  

Sometimes God uses a storm to draw our attention to him 
and cause us to fall before him in awe, but he also 
"blesses his people with peace." How can this passage 

help you to better understand the ways of God and his 
workings in your life?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity 

Press 

____3rd Reading: Acts 10:34-43  
 

This week begins the season of Epiphany – a word that 
Christians usually define as the appearance of a deity. 
Alternatively, it can also mean a moment in which you 
suddenly see or understand something in a new or very 
clear way (both definitions from Merriam-Webster).   How 
could one definition lead to the other? How does this story 
illustrate that?  In this story, using either or both 
definitions, what was the epiphany for Cornelius and his 
friends?  What was the epiphany for Peter?  How was 
God’s appearing unexpected for Peter?  What do these 
definitions and this story teach us about the ways, times 
and reasons that God often chooses to appear to us?  
Where do you typically expect to see an “epiphany?” 
When and how has God surprised you in the past?  Faith 
Element 

 
____4th Reading: Matthew 3:13-17  

 
How were you baptized, as an adult, infant or? How do 
you see baptism now, has your view or reverence changed?  

How important is baptism?   Both John and Jesus have 
ministries of baptism. How are their baptisms similar and 
different?  What does Jesus' willingness to be baptized 
suggest about him?  The coming of Christ either demands 
repentance or brings judgment. In what ways do you need 
to better prepare for his return?  Think of people around 
you who have rough places or valleys in their lives. How 
can you help them smooth out the rough places or fill in 
the valleys in preparation for Jesus' coming?  Into the Word, 
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of grace and glory, 
you call us with your voice of flame 
to be your people, faithful and courageous. 
As your beloved Son embraced his mission 
in the waters of baptism, 
inspire us with the fire of your Spirit 
to join in his transforming work. 
We ask this in the name of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
~ from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers  

Why did Jesus go to the river Jordan to be baptized? Did 
he need to be re-born? Did he need washing from his 
sins? We don't believe so. But he went anyway, so that 
you and I might simulate this ritual of death and re-birth. 
Just to conquer the fear of death? More than that, I think. 
Jesus said to the Samaritan woman, “...those who drink 
of the water that I will give them, will never be thirsty. 
The water that I will give will become in them a spring of 
water gushing up to eternal life.” 
 
With the Samaritan woman I say, “Give me some of this 
water!”(Jn. 4:15) Let me come from the waters not only 
cleansed, renewed, reborn, but let me try to comprehend 
that this “living water becomes in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life.” 'Within them'! Within me! 
Within us! 
 
The living stream lives most of the time as a dormant, 
dark pool at the bottom of the deep well of my soul. 
Today, Jesus invites. 
The Church invites. 
Let us go down to the waters! 

                             ~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 
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