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Can We Trust These Foreigners? 

There is, without doubt, something very attractive about 
the exotic.  Exotic people, exotic places, exotic food, 
exotic clothes, all hold a fascination for us, which delights 
our travel agents and the airlines no end. 

This is not always true however.  Sometimes the exotic 
and different can be threatening.  The same stimulus that 
triggers fascination can also light the short fuse of 
fear.  Xenophobia and fascination differ only to the degree 
that the difference of the other we encounter comes with a 
background of benignity or a history of conflict.  If we 
have has a bad experience with a specific people group, 
then xenophobic racism is a far more expected response 
than interest and fascination. 

I am a fifth 
generation Euro-
African.  I know. 

Knowing this 
truth of the 
xenophobic and 
the fascinating in 
our response 
wiring as human 
beings makes the 
visit of the Magi 

to the baby Jesus, all the more interesting. 

A brief visit to one of my new favorite websites, http://
www.greattreasures.org informs me that the word we 
translate for wise men in our gospel for Epiphany, 
is: μάγος (magos Strongs 3097) wise man great, powerful; 
magus, plural magi, the name for priests and wise men 
among the Medes, Persians, and Babylonians, whose 
learning was chiefly astrology and enchantment. 

Now Medes, Persians and Babylonians did not have a 
great relationship history with the people of Israel.  The 
Old Testament is packed with that history of conquest, 
oppression and exile for the people of Judea.  A modern 
day equivalent reference would be, “Nuclear 
physicists from Yemen, Iran or the Peshawar province in 
Pakistan, came to Bethlehem.”  The declared motivation 
for their visit, “to pay homage” to a new Jewish King, 
would have been seen as a smokescreen to gather intel and 
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probably “remove” any political threat to the stability of 
the region.  Could this be why Herod engages them so 
actively, because astute politician that he is, he guesses the 
“real” motive for their mission is in keeping with his own 
power games to maintain hegemony for himself? 

Medes, Babylonians and Persians do not come to David’s 
town to worship, they come to spy and conquer.  Yet on 
reaching, the place where Jesus is, they do what they say 
they came to do.  They offer him homage and present him 
kingly tribute. 

Isn’t it so disappointing when people we are suspicious of, 
act with integrity and honesty?  It’s hard to keep hating 
when they behave out of the character our prejudice has 
scripted them to play. 

This reflection leads me to three speculations on this 
Epiphany Sunday. 

1. History is not a justification for ongoing suspicion and 
xenophobia. Not if we are seeking Jesus together. 

2. Where people are from, how they look, and what 
culture they observe, does not determine the behaviour we 
may expect them to exhibit. Not if we are seeking Jesus 
together. 

3. There is at the heart of the Universe a truth, a wisdom 
which is able to transcend xenophobic fear and suspicion. 
That wisdom is found in the life and presence of Jesus. 

I find the idea of a beckoning star on the horizon of a new 
year, exotic and inviting and so I pray, “Lord Jesus, give 
me grace to be intrigued and not intimidated by the 
different and exotic people who, with me, will follow the 

star to your 
heart.” 

~ Peter Woods, 
The Listening 

Hermit 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=12
http://www.greattreasures.org/
http://www.greattreasures.org/
https://thelisteninghermit.com/2010/12/30/can-we-trust-these-foreigners-epiphany/
https://thelisteninghermit.com/2010/12/30/can-we-trust-these-foreigners-epiphany/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

What things do we treasure most in life? What would we 
give them up for? We see the disciples forsook all to 
follow Jesus Christ? Have you taken up this road? What 
challenges hold you back? What have you given up for 
the Lord?  Where is this light to be found? Why is 'light' 
used to describe Him? Has He become 'your light?  How 
is the light connected to the glory of God? How does 
God's light and glory dwell in your life?  What steps have 
you taken to allow His Light to shine in you more? How 
do the spiritual disciplines of fasting, praying and 
meditating on God's Word maximize this purpose? What 
changes are said to take place when the light arises? 
Where have you seen this in your personal life? What 
about in those around you? How would you define what 
this light is? Foundations for Freedom 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

What word do you notice repeated 19 times in vs. 1-17, & 
what interpretive significance does this have?  How 
would you define “justice” and “righteousness”?  Why it 
is important for the king to receive God’s justice & 
righteousness?  How does the prayer in v. 1 fuel & inform 
the requests found in the verses that follow?  To whom do 
the phrases “your people” & “your poor” refer? What is 
the king to do for the poor, oppressed, needy, and weak in 
his kingdom?  What causes people in the kingdom to be 
poor, oppressed, needy, or weak, and why does the king 
need God’s characteristics in order to serve them well?  
What do you learn about the importance of caring for 
these marginalized groups from the prayers made for the 
king? Cabot Bible Church 

 

____3rd Reading:  Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

What was Paul’s attitude toward his ministry?  How was 
Paul’s ministry the result of grace? What does this teach us 
about proper motivation and attitude in ministry? What 
would a wrong attitude toward ministry look like?  What 
was the expectation of Jews concerning the Messiah? What 
did they think would happen to the Gentiles when the 
Messiah came?  What happened instead?  Why do you 
think God chose Paul to reach the Gentiles? Would you 
have sent him?  What would have been some of the 
personal and cultural issues Paul would have had to wrestle 
with in preaching to the Gentiles?  What would you say are 
some of the unsearchable riches that are found in Christ?  
This passage reminds us that god’s grace flows into our 
lives not only for our own benefit but also for the benefit 
of others. Paul clearly saw how he fit into the big picture of 
God’s plan. How do you see yourself fitting in?  Cru 

 
____4th Reading:  Matthew 2:1-12  

 

What is your understanding of why we give gifts at 
Christmas?  What is one of the most meaningful gifts that 
has been given to you?  What external and internal factors 
prompted the Magi to search for Jesus?  What did the Magi 
acknowledge about Jesus? What titles did they give him?  
How did King Herod react to the visit of the Magi? What 
affected his reaction? Why is it significant that Christ was 
born in Bethlehem? Why didn’t the Magi report back to 
Herod as he had requested?  What did worshiping Jesus 
involve for the Magi? How does this influence your 
understanding of worship?  What are some various 
"presents" we might give to Christ?  Life Groups, Faith 
Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Dear Jesus, 
 

As You led the Magi to You by the light of a star, 
please draw us ever closer to You by the light of 
faith. 
 

Help us to desire You as ardently as they did. 
 

Give us the grace to overcome all the obstacles 
that keep us far from You. 
 

May we, like them, have something to give You 
when we appear before You. Amen. 
 

~ Contemplative Network 

They looked up and saw what eyes could not see  

A shining invitation 

A kind of awareness that was not knowing but being 
led 

A path unfolding beneath you a map drawn as you 
walk it of ever diminishing distance 

Seeking more than facts a kind of looking that 
already sees light where there is darkness 

Searching for the way of humility of gifts the way to 
pay homage 

Finding glory in ordinary places the hidden heavenly 
light 

A whole life on a road of light a question of presence 
a journey of wonder 

~ Steve Garnaas-Holmes, Unfolding Light 
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