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Where’s Jesus? 

Remember the character Waldo, who dressed in a red and 
white striped shirt, wore a bobble hat and glasses, and 
could be found hiding in a crowd? Wally, as he was 
known originally, is the creation of British illustrator 
Martin Handford, who first drew him in 1986, at the 
request of his art director at Walker Books. The challenge 
was to create a character that would stand out and serve as 
a focal point in Handford’s illustrations of crowds. The 
result was a lovable time traveler hidden in plain sight and 
manifested in four-color glory amongst ordinary folks 
engaged in a variety of activities. Wally is the star of 

books, video games, a 
comic strip, and a 
television series. 
Wally’s exploits have 
been reproduced in 29 
international versions 
with localized names 
(Waldo in North 
America). 

 
The celebration of the Epiphany of our Lord invites us to 
look for manifestations of Jesus in the world, in our 
communities, and in our lives. Jesus has been hidden in 
plain sight since birth; more than 2000 years later he is 
still visible yet often obscured by the glaring light and 
noise of the world’s powers and principalities. His 
inauspicious birth was not even a blip on the mental radars 
of the local religious and political leaders of his day until 
some foreigners showed up bearing gifts for an infant king 
identified by a star. Jesus’ next manifestation was as a 
refugee to Egypt, where his family fled to avoid Herod’s 
subsequent acts of murderous terror upon boy babies who 
might possibly be a threat to his throne. 
 
We don’t know much about how Jesus manifested himself 
as a youth or young adult aside from his proclivity to hang 
out in his heavenly father’s house rather than staying with 
the family caravan during a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. I 
suspect he was extraordinarily ordinary, not unlike his 
counterpart “Joshua” in Christopher Moore’s satiric novel 
Lamb. One of my favorite scenes involves his 
dispassionate and repeated reanimation of a lizard his little 
brother keeps exterminating. 
 
John’s gospel gives us plenty of signs in retrospect that 
point to the savior of the world, but it evidently wasn’t 
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until after the resurrection that the Jesus movement gained 
some traction, and like most movements, became 
institutionalized–in this case as the church. Looking back 
across the centuries we can see an abundance of good 
punctuated by acts of audacious evil committed in the 
name of the Christ. Still, Jesus keeps showing up both in 
expected and unexpected places. 
 
We celebrate his manifestation in the bread and wine of 
the Eucharist, in hearing and proclamation of the Word of 
God, and in the waters of baptism. We see evidence of 
Jesus in the gathering of the beloved community, the 
church, the body of Christ. We even see the divine imprint 
in creation and in one another. After all, we’re created in 
the image of God (Genesis 1:26). But as the various 
expressions of the mainline church in the developed world 
face declining numbers and great suspicion from a post-
Christian culture, where do we see Jesus beyond the walls 
and activities of the church? How do we experience and 
share epiphanies of faith and divine activity? In what ways 
might we reflect the light of Jesus into dark places so that 
his love and grace is made manifest to a hurting, broken, 
and often disinterested world? 
 
Where’s Jesus? He’s everywhere. He’s as near as your 
neighbor and as far as the deepest darkest recesses of the 
cosmos. He’s holding the hurting, helping the hungry, 
comforting the afflicted, and afflicting the comfortable. 
He’s as near as the hands and eyes and heart with which 
we minister. Where’s Jesus? Look around you. If you 
really look, you will see and experience him, and that’s 
what the epiphany is all about. 
 
~ Sharron R. Blezard, Stewardship of Life 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=106
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org/2013/01/where%E2%80%99s-jesus/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

Even though darkness covered the earth, this reading 
says, light and glory will come to Jerusalem’s people. 
How can this seeming contradiction take place? Do you 
notice God’s unexpected actions/epiphanies in your own 
life?  Do believers have a light to depend upon? Are 
nations coming to that light? To the Christ-light? What do 
you think draws people to the Church today? Are there 
still “dark” areas in the world today? Where? Who will 
take the light to them? Can God’s light guide you in your 
own darkness?  What is the source of the Church’s light? 
Do you know some people who give off this light?  Why 
did those people come to mind?  Faith Walk, The Center for 
Liturgy Sunday 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 

Define “justice” and “righteousness.”  Why is it important 
for the king to receive God’s justice & righteousness?  
How does the prayer in v. 1 fuel & inform the requests 
found in the verses that follow?  What is the king to do 
for the poor, oppressed, needy, and weak in his kingdom? 
What do you learn about the importance of caring for 
these marginalized groups from the prayers made for the 
king?  How should the church today pursue prosperity & 
peace in our nation, what does care for the poor & 
downtrodden have to do with this, and how does the 
gospel of our reigning King Jesus affect this care?  Bible 
Church of Cabot 

____3rd Reading:  Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

What was Paul’s attitude toward his ministry?  How was 
Paul’s ministry the result of grace?   What does this teach 
us about proper motivation and attitude in ministry? An 
apostle is one sent to reach a specific group or people. 
Why do you think God chose Paul to reach the Gentiles? 
Would you have sent him?  What would have been some 
of the personal and cultural issues Paul would have had to 
wrestle with in preaching to the Gentiles?  Paul likens 
Christ to a treasure chest in which you can dig forever yet 
never stop discovering new treasure. How have you 
experienced this in your own life? What keeps you from 
experiencing this?  This passage reminds us that God’s 
grace flows into our lives not only for our own benefit but 
also for the benefit of others. Paul clearly saw how he fit 
into the big picture of God’s plan. How do you see 
yourself fitting in?  Cru 
 

____4th Reading:  Matthew 2:1-12 
 

What is the most valuable gift you have ever received, or 
given?  Matthew is the only Gospel writer who includes 
the visit of the Magi. Why do you think Matthew includes 
“pagan, non-Jewish” characters and stories in his account?  
The Magi found Jesus by using an ancient practice of 
divination forbidden in Jewish law and condemned by the 
prophets. Yet God was at work through this practice to 
guide the magi to Jesus. How have you experienced God 
meeting you where you are?  God went to great lengths to 
reveal His Son to the world. He used great people of 
influence like King Herod and the wise men, but he also 
used universal influence and moved the stars to show the 
world Jesus. What does this reveal about his power?  
Community Christian Church 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

Emmanuel -   
Give us the perseverance and courage  
to seek out and approach you  
wherever you are to be found; 
 
Grant us the vision and understanding  
to see and recognize you   
whenever we might meet you; 
 
Gift us the grace and generosity  
to respond freely and fully   
whatever you might ask of us. 
 

~ Christian Aid Monthly Prayers 

Just as the shepherds represent my instinctual self, the 

magi represent my reason. I’m much stronger in reason 
than instinct. 

I understand the Magi occupying themselves with maps 

and charts and esoteric scrolls and interpreting books 
and cyphers and symbols. Unlike the shepherds who 
saw the sky dissolve right over them,  the magi 

prepared themselves like athletes for the moment of 
grace. It’s a wonder they ever looked up from their 
desks to catch the Star blazing from the heavens. 

But they did. And they prepared for every hardship of 
the journey across deserts, mountains, and plains, for 
the occasional caravansary or watering site, for 

weakness, fatigue, boredom, and hardness of heart. It 
takes a wise person to know enough to go the distance, 
pace by pace, keeping perspective. 

While I need to learn what the shepherds have to teach 
me about being present to the moment, I cultivate the 
friendship of the Magi, too, because their wisdom and 

poise can guide me through many an unlikely landscape 
toward my destination. I don’t need to wait for the sky 
to open in front of me. On any day, I can wake up and 

journey toward God. 

~ Suzanne Guthrie, At the Edge of Enclosure 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=106
https://www.myfaithwalk.org/sunday-mass-preparation-january-8/2017/4/18/discussion-questions
http://liturgy.slu.edu/EpiphanyB010812/reflections_osdieck.html
http://liturgy.slu.edu/EpiphanyB010812/reflections_osdieck.html
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=106
http://cabotbible.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Psalm-72v01-20GS.pdf
http://cabotbible.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/Psalm-72v01-20GS.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=106
https://www.cru.org/content/dam/cru/legacy/2012/04/blessedtobeablessing.pdf
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=106
http://communitychristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/TOH-Discussion-Guide-Wk-3.pdf
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/
http://www.edgeofenclosure.org/epiphanydaya.html

